FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B—11TH MARCH 2018

Sr Tamara’s Farewell
One of us, Sr Tamara Gillies will be going over to the UK very soon, to continue her missionary work , after spending some time
with her family and with us. She has been part of our Parish community and has made useful and important contributions to the
parish since she came back. We will organise a farewell for her next Sunday after the 8.30am Mass. All are welcome.

The Feast of St Joseph will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Monday 19th March 2018. A bus will pickup
at Sacred Heart Churchy, Clear Island Waters at 8:15am. Cost of the bus is $20 return. Please book your
seat early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Each Friday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be held at St Brigid’s Church at 5.45pm
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 18th March at 10.00am. All parents
who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 27th February 2018
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION:

$

717.05
1194.75

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore

CAKE STALL

The next fundraiser for the Parish will be a cake stall to be held on Sunday 1st April (Easter Sunday) after the
8.30am Mass. Please support the cake stall by bringing cakes, slices, biscuits, jams and pickles for sale or
alternatively please show your support by purchasing some of the goods on sale.

March for Life 2018 Sunday 18 March
WHERE: Queens Park, Cnr Elizabeth & George Sts, Brisbane
WHEN: 1:30 gather, 2 pm march, 4: 00 pm conclude
WHAT: Join us for the most important March for Life in Queensland’s history.
WHY:
To let our Government know we do not want abortion on demand.
(wear white if possible to represent the innocent unborn)
Inquiries: 3871 2445 or comms@cherishlife.org.au
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Dear People of God
Today, being the fourth Sunday of Lent, is also know in the Church as the Laetare Sunday or Rejoicing Sunday. Like
most Church documents or events, the name was derived from the opening words of this Sunday’s Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice, Jerusalem! Be glad for her, you who love her; rejoice with her, you who mourn for her.” This antiphon taken from the book of Isaiah 66:10 is consoling and comforting words of God addressed to the Israelites
who were in captivity and servitude in Babylon. It is a type of rejoicing that comes from a joyful hope. What can be
called the ‘Joy of Salvation.’
The first reading talks about that period of exile when the Israelites prayed and mourned for the restoration
(salvation) of Jerusalem. It gives us first of all, the reason they went into exile, namely, that the priest and people,
“added infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of the nations and defiling the Temple that the
Lord had consecrated for himself in Jerusalem.” And God, “tirelessly sent them messenger after messenger, since
he wished to spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they despised his words,
they laughed at his prophets, until at last the wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people that there was no
further remedy.”
God withdrew his protection and blessings, and so their enemies then had the chance to deal with them. Maybe
they thought it would never happen as foretold by God’s holy prophets. Exiled from their homeland (see the first
reading), they now mourned as they remembered the freedom and blessings they enjoyed in Jerusalem. Today’s
Responsorial Psalm captures their sadness and mourning: “If I forget you Jerusalem, let my right-hand wither! O
let my tongue cleave to my mouth if I remember you not, if I prize not Jerusalem above all my joys!”
When God withdraws his protection and favour even living and non-living beings, and forces of nature can turn
against us. And God sometimes withdraws his protection, his salvation to enable us to really appreciate its absence.
That also was the case with the story of the Bronze Serpent which Jesus referred to in today’s gospel. When God
withdrew his protection because of the lack of faith of the Israelites on their journey to the promised land, the serpent turned against them. To show that He is still the almighty and merciful God, He granted those who turned
back to him healing, if they would simply look up to the image of the bronze serpent, lifted up for their healing by
Moses according to the command of God.
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells Nicodemus, and us as well, that God so loved the world that he sent His only
Son who would be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may have
eternal life in him. He also assures us that he was sent not to condemn the world, but “that through him the world
might be saved.” St Paul in today’s second reading affirms that, “God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mercy: when we were dead through our sins, he brought us to life with Christ – it is through grace
that you have been saved – and raised us up with him and gave us a place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.”
This a reason to be joyful: that God’s anger lasts for a moment but his love lasts for ever.
If during this lent we cry out to God, never forgetting the Church, the New Jerusalem lying in ruins of child sexual
abuse, liturgical dryness and faith desertification, never forgetting our heavenly Jerusalem as well, God will raise
up for us someone like the Cyrus of old (see first reading) to build him a new temple in Jerusalem. Jesus crucified
will be raised for our salvation. This really gives us hope. And we rejoice in our hope. God in His mercy will not
abandon His people for ever.
Sometimes, we the sons and daughters of God, do not understand the need to keep faith with God as we enjoy his
goodness, love, mercy, favour, protection, etc. Must we wait until he withdraws all those before we realize how
much we need him in our lives and living? We need to live a good life to remain in His love. Jesus said: “If you
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his
love.” (John 51:9-10). God in his great Love has saved us. According to St Paul, we are saved by grace as a free gift
from God reaching us through faith in Jesus Christ. As such, “We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to
live the good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.” We should not try the patience of God.
Now is the time of grace.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

Fourth Sunday of Lent - Year B - Sunday 8.30am Mass, 11 Mar 2018

Week Day Mass

(For

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday
Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

7.00 am
5.45pm
9.00 am
9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 7th April 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

FIRST READING 2 Chr 36:14-16. 19-23
A reading from the second book of Chronicles
All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of the nations
and defiling the Temple that the Lord had consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of their ancestors, tirelessly
sent them messenger after messenger, since he wished to spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the messengers of
God, they despised his words, they laughed at his prophets, until at last the wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people that
there was no further remedy.
Their enemies burned down the Temple of God, demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set fire to all its palaces, and destroyed everything of value in it. The survivors were deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve him and his sons until the
kingdom of Persia came to power. This is how the word of the Lord was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until this land
has enjoyed its sabbath rest, until seventy years have gone by, it will keep sabbath throughout the days of its desolation.’
And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word of the Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a proclamation and to have it publicly displayed throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus speaks
Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me to build him
a Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people, may his God be with him! Let him go up.”’
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 136. R. v.6
(R.) Let my tongue be silenced, if ever I forget you!
1.

By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there
we hung our harps. (R.)

3.

O how could we sing
the song of the Lord
on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither! (R)

2.

For it was there that they asked us,
our captors, for songs,
our oppressors, for joy.
‘Sing to us,’ they said,
‘one of Zion’s songs.’ (R.)

4.

O let my tongue
cleave to my mouth
if I remember you not,
if I prize not Jerusalem
above all my joys! (R )

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 8th April 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

.

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Kathleen Avoledo
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan , and Christine Kay
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on
Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

29th April 2018, 6th May, 27th May, 17th June, 24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, 3rd August
Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.

Sunday vigil readings, please see leaflet attached)

SECOND READING Eph 2:4-10
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mercy: when we were dead through our sins, he brought us to life
with Christ – it is through grace that you have been saved – and raised us up with him and gave us a place with him in heaven, in
Christ Jesus.
This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith; not by anything of your own, but by a gift from God; not by anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim the credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good
life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 3:16
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
GOSPEL Jn 3:14-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

PARISH LENTEN PROGRAM
The parish is organizing a Lenten Program to Pray, Share & Live the Gospel as a Family of the Faithful. We
invite all parishioners young & old, male & female to come together every Monday in Lent at 6:00pm here at
St Brigid’s Church. This will be highly beneficial to all RCIA candidates.
PROJECT COMPASSION

As part of our Lenten observance, we are called to show great concern for those in need. One of the avenues of doing this is to contribute to the
project compassion by reserving not only our extras but our sacrificial money during this lent and giving it out to CARITAS AUSTRALIA:
Project Compassion at the end of Lent. Project Compassion envelopes and boxes are available at the entrance of the Church.
Givers never lack.

Jesus said to Nicodemus:‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who
believes may have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the world, but so
that through him the world might be saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses to believe is
condemned already, because he has refused to believe in the name of God’s only Son. On these grounds is sentence pronounced:
that though the light has come into the world men have shown they prefer darkness to the light because their deeds were evil.
And indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the light and avoids it, for fear his actions should be exposed; but the man who
lives by the truth comes out into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.’

