19th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 12th August 2018

PLANNED GIVING

The Envelopes for the Planned Giving are available on the table at the entrance to the Church. Thank you to everyone
who responded. If you are not yet committed to the Planned Giving and would like to be please contact the office on
Tuesday or Thursday for further information.

Fatima Day and The Feast of Christ The Redeemer .
Two special days will be celebrated at Marian Valley this month . The first is Fatima Day on Monday 13th August 2018, followed by the celebration of the Maltese Community of the Feast of Christ
The Redeemer on Saturday 18th August 2018.
The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The bus will collect
passengers at Nerang Train Station on the Leagues Club Drive side, at approximately 8.30am. The
cost for the bus is $20 return for each trip. Please book your seat early with Paula on 0402 930918
or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.
RCIA ENROLMENT NOW OPEN
The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for adults who have not received the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation . Anyone wishing to be initiated fully into the Catholic Faith should
call the office on Monday or Friday 9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday and Thursday 9.00am to 3.30pm or the school office to pick up
an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for 2019 should be completed and returned to the office by the end of August. 2018.

BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Savali Margaret Sorenson and Mia Rose Rita McDonnell who are being baptised today.
We pray that they will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's
journey. We pray for their parents, family and godparents.

The monthly formation meeting of Gold Coast Lay Carmelites and friends will be held at the Surfers Paradise Parish Hospitality Centre, Clear Island Waters at 10.30 am Sunday 19th August, 2018. Visitors are
welcome especially those interested in maintaining the reality of the Luke 1:48-49. Please bring a plate for a
light shared-lunch, and/or contact Norm Harding 0421 125 575 (ave.olmc1@gmail.com) for any enquiries.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP.
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am in the Parish Centre . Everyone is welcome.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 7th August

2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,151.50
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

836.45

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
. here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
We
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please
go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Dear friends in Christ
Life in the world is sometimes cruel and unfair. There are times when people feel they have lost control of situations, times when people are so anxious and worried that despair becomes the only option. They feel hopeless and
helpless, and life being meaningless, they feel like ending it all. At such times, some people lose the courage to keep
living. The future appears bleak and blank. But is it as bad as we might think it is at those times? Are we sure there
is no glimpse of light at the end of the tunnel? Do we think there is no God or if there is, it makes no difference? Are
you in such a situation or are you close to somebody saying “I have had enough” of life?
Today’s first reading shows that God is always ready to help such people. Some people have had such experiences
but were able to see the bright side of life at the end. The Psalmist is a good example. He wrote: “If the LORD hadn’t helped me, I would live instantly in total silence [Death]. Whenever I feel my foot slipping, your faithful love
steadies me, LORD. When my anxieties multiply, your comforting calms me down” (Psalm 94:17-19). In another
place, he said: “By my God I can leap over any wall” or obstacle (Psalm 18:29).
Another good example is the story of Elijah in the first reading of today. Being a great prophet of God, Elijah confronted Ahab, the reigning King of Israel at that time, over the evil being perpetrated by the King and his wife, Jezebel. For Jezebel, a daughter of the king of Tyre had brought with her a great number of prophets of Baal and Astarte into Israel. She introduced the horrible practices of human sacrifices, moral debauchery, social injustice and masterminded the killing of Naboth in order to take his land. Thus, she corrupted the religion of God’s people, and
placed the worship of Baal, an image god, over and above the worship of the true God.
To display the supremacy and sovereignty of God over all, there was, at the words of Elijah, no rain nor dew over
all Israel for three and half years. To end the drought, Elijah told Ahab to summon the whole of Israel on Mount
Carmel to witness a religious contest between himself and the four hundred prophets of Baal. The contest was to
show among the gods, who the living God is. They would call on their god over their sacrifice and Elijah would do
the same. Any God that answers and consumes the sacrifice is the living and true God. Before the presence of all
Israel, the prophets of Baal called on Baal from morning till afternoon, but nothing happened. When Elijah had
finished setting up his sacrifice, he called on God, who instantly answered by fire and consumed the sacrifice. Seeing this, the people acknowledged God as the true and living God.
Elijah thought that would be enough proof for the Royal household and the people of Israel impelling them to turn
away from evil and follow the true God. But he was far from the reality. So hard to end wide spread evil. Some
wicked people can never change, maybe, by fate or by choice. But for those who believe, faith in God changes everything. Getting to the house from Mount Carmel, Elijah received a message from Jezebel, threating to kill him by
the following day. Running for his life, Elijah made a day’s journey into the wilderness. Still clinging to his faith, he
was running to the mountain of God, to where he hoped to encounter God. But the journey seemed too far and the
threat, inescapable. Disappointed, helpless and on the verge of despair, he prayed: “Lord, … I have had enough.
Take my life: I am no better than my ancestors”.
God heard his cry for help and sent to him, not death as he asked, but food for life through an Angel. Twice he ate
the food the Angel brought, (maybe, from heaven), and was strengthened to journey for forty days and forty nights
to Mount Hored (or Sinai). We too are on a journey to the heavenly mountain. Sometimes it is frustrating and apparently hopeless. Jesus offers us the food of life for the journey. He is the bread of life from heaven. We can draw
strength from him to continue our life journey (see today’s Gospel). How strong is our faith in the Eucharistic Jesus? He can make a way where there seems to be no way. As he gave himself to us, St Paul calls us to give ourselves
in our service to strengthen our despairing brethren, to comfort and soothe their miseries and to calm their anxieties. (see second reading). Enjoy the week. God is there for you.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Sunday, 12 Aug 2018

Week Day Mass

FIRST READING 1 Kgs 19:4-8

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 1st September 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 26th August 10.30 am

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION Holy Day of Obligation
On Wednesday 15th August we will celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. Masses will be 7.00 am, 9.15am
(School Mass Everyone welcome) and 5.45pm.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
[

We pray for the recently deceased : Iroaja Ohabuiro and Douglas Grant
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Maureen Hart,
John Linton Maguire. Mathew Deavasia, Mrs Erlinda Portes and Patrick McGregor
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Margaret Allen, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul
Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Christine Kay, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Next meeting is Saturday 25th August 2018. Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

20th Priestly Anniversary
Father Isidore would like to invite all parishioners and friends to a Mass of Thanksgiving at
8.30am on Sunday 19th August to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of his Priestly Ordination.
Mass will be followed by Morning Tea in the Parish Centre. Please come along and join us to
celebrate God’s wonderful achievements, his mercy and grace through these years.

A reading from the first book of Kings
Elijah went into the wilderness, a day’s journey, and sitting under a furze bush wished he were dead.
‘Lord’, he said ‘I have had enough. Take my life: I am no better than my ancestors.’ Then he lay down and
went to sleep. But an angel touched him and said, ‘Get up and eat.’ He looked round, and there at his head
was a scone baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. But the
angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him and said, ‘Get up and eat, or the journey will
be too long for you.’ So he got up and ate and drank, and strengthened by that food he walked for forty
days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 33:2-9. R. v.9
(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
1.
I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)
2.
Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. (R.)

3.

4.

Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress. (R)
The angel of the Lord is encamped
around those who revere him, to rescue them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
He is happy who seeks refuge in him. (R)

SECOND READING Eph 4:30 – 5:2
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God who has marked you with his seal for you to be set free when the day
comes. Never have grudges against others, or lose your temper, or raise your voice to anybody, or call
each other names, or allow any sort of spitefulness. Be friends with one another, and kind, forgiving each
other as readily as God forgave you in Christ.
Try, then, to imitate God, as children of his that he loves, and follow Christ by loving as he loved you, giving himself up in our place as a fragrant offering and a sacrifice to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 6:51
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;
whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 6:41-51
A reading from the gospel according to John
The Jews were complaining to each other about Jesus, because he had said, ‘I am the bread that came
down from heaven.’ ‘Surely this is Jesus son of Joseph’ they said. ‘We know his father and mother. How
can he now say, “I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus said in reply, ‘Stop complaining to each other.
‘No one can come to me unless he is drawn by the Father who sent me,
and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets: They will all be taught by God,
and to hear the teaching of the Father, and learn from it, is to come to me.
Not that anybody has seen the Father, except the one who comes from God: he has seen the Father.
I tell you most solemnly, everybody who believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life.
Your fathers ate the manna in the desert and they are dead; but this is the bread that comes
down from heaven, so that a man may eat it and not die. I am the living bread which has
come down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I
shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world.’
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 16th September at 10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

