THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon.
Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm

Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians will be celebrated on Saturday 19th May 2018 at the Marian Valley. The
bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. If sufficient numbers book for pick up at Palm
Beach, collection will be 7.45am at 7 Lind Avenue Palm Beach. The cost for the bus is $20 return. Please book your
seat early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573

REWRITE THE STORY –ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE
Domestic and family violence defines the story of too many members of our community. Together we can help end domestic and family violence. Everyone in the Archdiocese of Brisbane can get involved in Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month. When women flee domestic and family violence they often do so with nothing. Centacare, in
collaboration with the St Vincent de Paul Society, has recently established a number of 12 month post-crisis respite
support homes to help families get back on their feet and begin rewriting their stories. This Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month we are looking for support to help fit out one of these homes with new furniture. To make a
donation to this fund : Option 1: EFT BSB; 064-786 Account Number 521390103 Account Name: Charitable Works
Fund Reference: Please call 3324 3200 to receive your unique reference number. Option 2: Cheque—Make a cheque
payable to Centacare Domestic and Family Violence Service and send to : Centacare Domestic and Family Violence
Service C/o Catholic Foundation G.P.O. Box 282, Brisbane. Q 4001. For more information and to make a tax deductible donation visit: rewritethestory.org.au.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held Sunday 20th May at 10.00am . All parents who
wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

Over 50’s exercise to music, seniors fitness and strength class. Tuesdays 9am @ Casey Hall, Fairways Drive
Clear Island Waters. $7.00. For further information contact Rochelle on 0438333308. Come along, make friends
and get fit.

Parish Fundraising

Thank you to everyone who supported the cake and craft stall last week. The Mother’s Day Raffle will be
drawn today after 8.30am Mass. Final figures for these event will be available next week.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month outside school holidays. For more
information please call the Parish Office.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 8th May 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,184.00
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

719.35

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
.We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

YEAR B

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya. Phone: 0451 140 471. Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

My dear people of God
Today is the Solemn Feast of the Ascension. We are also celebrating Mother’s Day today. Celebrated every second
Sunday of May, it is our way of acknowledging and showing appreciation for the efforts, contributions and
achievements of our mothers and mother-figures in our lives. And we thank God and pray for them. Mother’s Day,
this year, is also significant that it coincides with the feast of Our Lady of Fatima, 13 th May. Although Mother’s
Day has been so commercialised, we should not forget its spiritual and deep communal significance which are signified by the gifts and meals we share with them as families on this day. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is a perfect example of motherhood – a motherhood whose foundations are laid on “let it be done to me according to your
Word.” She is the number one mother to be celebrated. We ask her to pray for all mothers and mother-figures in
our society. HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY.
Permit me, dear Parishioners, to suggest that Mothers in our parish should of themselves form religio-social and/or
prayer groups (devoid of gossip and jealousy). You have my blessing and support, if you feel God is calling you to
start one. Let us give it a trial. I use this opportunity to appreciate the contributions of the Craft Group ladies who
gather every Tuesday morning at the Parish Hall. God bless those ladies. They are full of concern for the welfare of
the Parish and for one another. For all our Mothers and mother-figures in our lives, homes, parish and community
at large, we pray that Jesus the Son of Mary who ascended to heaven and is seated in glory at God’s right hand,
will continue to intercede for you all, bless your endeavours and prepare for you a mansion in his Father’s house.
And for the departed, may they ascend and be seated in glory at God’s right hand at the second coming of Jesus
Christ. (see the Angels’ message to the Apostles in the first reading).
I recall from the scriptures, three reasons for Christ’s Ascension:
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper (the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, the Comforter, the Counsellor)
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7).
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. … (Colossians 3:14, please read to verse 17).
But Jesus lives on forever, and his work as priest does not pass on to someone else. And so he is able, now and always, to
save those who come to God through him, because he lives forever to plead with God for them. Jesus, then, is the High
Priest that meets our needs. He is holy; he has no fault or sin in him; he has been set apart from sinners and raised above
the heavens. (Hebrews 7:24-26).
It is really wonderful to know (and I believe it is true) that Christ’s Ascension is for my good. He has opened the
gates of heaven for the Holy Spirit, the Fountain of life, our Helper to descend. Seven days from today, we will celebrate His coming on the Feast of Pentecost. How prepared are we to welcome Him? As a Parish, we organised a
Parish retreat to get ourselves ready to welcome Him. As individuals, don’t we think we need the out-pouring of
the Holy Spirit into our lives to enkindle the fire of love in us? He descends on those who earnestly desire him.
Again, by reconciling us to the Father through the shedding of His blood, and by His ascension into heaven, Jesus
has renewed our relationship with our heavenly Father, and has opened the gates of Paradise that were closed
against us because of the sin of Adam and Eve (see Gen. 3:24) We are then to live lives worthy of this renewed relationship, aiming to achieve heaven. Our thoughts, words and actions should be heavenly. Today, St Paul begs us to
lead that life worthy of our vocation. (Please you may read again the second reading). Our prayers too are sure to
reach God’s ears through our great Intercessor, Jesus Christ our mediator with the Father, who is seated at God’s
right hand to intercede for us. Be assured that the intercession of the beloved Son of God will be granted. (see Letter to the Hebrews quoted above).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

The Ascension of the Lord - Year B Sunday, 13 May 2018

Week Day Mass

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 2nd June 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 10th June 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Betty Pyke
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan , Christine Kay and Tom Raudonikis
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
on Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

6th May, 27th May, 17th June, 24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, and 3rd August, 2018.
Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.

MAY DEVOTION
The month of May is traditionally devoted to Our lady, and the parish will join with the Universal Church in
observing this special devotion.
Time for Rosary and Benediction 5.45pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
MEETING FOR ALL PARISH MINISTRIES
There will be a meeting of all the Sacristans, Co-ordinators, Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Communion on Saturday, 19th May immediately following the Novena. This meeting will be held on the 3rd Saturday of every month.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the day he gave
his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself
alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell them
about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there
for what the Father had promised. ‘It is,’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but
you, not many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He
replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and
Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring into the
sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing here
looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as
you have seen him go there.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6
(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
1.
All peoples, clap your hands,
3.
God is king of all the earth.
cry to God with shouts of joy!
Sing praise with all your skill.
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
God is king over the nations;
great king over all the earth. (R.)
God reigns on his holy throne. (R)
2.
God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise, sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.)

SECOND READING Eph 4: 1-13

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesian
I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy of your vocation. Bear with one another charitably, in complete
selflessness, gentleness and patience. Do all you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace that binds you together.
There is one Body, one Spirit, just as you were all called into one and the same hope when you were called. There is one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of all, over all, through all and within all.
Each one of us, however, has been given his own share of grace, given as Christ allotted it. It was said that:
When he ascended to the height, he captured prisoners, he gave gifts to men.
When it says, ‘he ascended’, what can it mean if not that he descended right down to the lower regions of the earth? The one
who rose higher than all the heavens to fill all things is none other than the one who descended. And to some, his gift was
that they should be apostles; to some, prophets; to some, evangelists; to some, pastors and teachers; so that the saints together make a unity in the work of service, building up the body of Christ. In this way we are all to come to unity in our faith
and in our knowledge of the Son of God, until we become the perfect Man, fully mature with the fullness of Christ himself.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 28:19. 20
Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people my gospel. I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 16:15-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Jesus showed himself to the Eleven and said to them, ‘Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to all creation.
He who believes and is baptised is saved; he who does not believe will be condemned. These are the signs that will be associated with believers: in my name they will cast out devils; they will have the gift of tongues; they will pick up snakes in
their hands, and be unharmed should they drink deadly poison; they will lay their hands on the sick, who will recover.’

And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven: there at the right hand of God he took
his place, while they, going out, preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word by the
signs that accompanied it.

PARISH PENTECOST RETREAT

I wish to say a very big thank you to all who helped in organising the Parish Retreat, all who contributed towards its success, and all who participated. It was a huge success. Special thanks to the Verbum Dei Missionary Sisters and their Family who did most of the work. All who came enjoyed it. May God bless you all.
“More of it, please!” was all I could hear.

