Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.
RITE OF ELECTION 2018
The Rite of Election for 2018 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen on
the First Sunday of Lent, 18th February at 3.0pm.
Anyone wishing to become a Catholic should call the office on Tuesday or Thursday for an application form. All
forms for 2018 should be completed and returned to the office immediately.

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B—14TH JANUARY 2018

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

BAPTISM PREPARATION

The first preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 18th February at
10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 9th January 2018

768.30 - For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,286.55
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
1ST COLLECTION: $

Fr Isidore

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month outside school holidays. For more information please call the Parish Office.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP. The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. in the Parish Centre .
Everyone welcome. Craft Resumes 16th January 2018.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

Reflection by Brendan Byrne courtesy of Pastoral Liturgy
Before taking up readings from the Gospel of Mark for Year B, The Lectionary lingers for one more Sunday on the
introduction of Jesus’ public life. The First Reading and the Gospel find a certain unity around the idea of
“vocation”.
The call of the boy Samuel in the sanctuary, as told in the First Reading, 1 Sam 3:3-10, 19, foreshadows the later
Christian sense of “vocation”. Samuel has been given over by his parents for service in the sanctuary where the Ark
of the Covenant, the symbol of God’s presence with the people, resides. Twice he thinks that Eli the priest, who is
old and blind, has summoned him from sleep to perform some service. Eventually, Eli realises that the Lord is calling the boy and instructs him on how he is to respond to the voice: "Speak, Lord, your servant is listening”. The
words have become a consecrated phrase in the tradition. Readiness to serve, to place one’s entire life at the disposition of God, comes before-not after-discovering what exactly it is that the Lord is asking. Response to vocation involves a blank cheque, not a “wait and we’ll see about it” response.
In the Gospel John (1:35-42) the Baptist acts as mentor for Jesus. He has publicly denied that he is himself the
Messiah and spoken of a coming One, the thong of whose sandal he is unworthy to untie (John 1:19-27). On seeing
Jesus approach him for baptism, John recognises him and starts to perform his role as witness pointing him out to
his own disciples as the “Lamb of God” -a title the full meaning of which will only be apparent when Jesus dies on
the cross as Passover Lamb, effecting salvation for the world.
The transfer of John’s disciples to Jesus occurs in a scene that is at once very human and very divine. At every point
a deeper meaning lurks beneath the surface. Sensing the two disciples following him, Jesus turns and asks them,
“What are you looking for?” In the circumstances , the question is natural but it is in effect the question that everyone desiring progress in the life of the spirit must constantly put to themselves: "What am I really looking for? What
are my deepest desires?” A vocation will not succeed unless and until it is seen to respond to a yearning in the depths
of one’s being.
The disciples are also asking more than they know when they say, “Rabbi,...where are you staying?” On the obvious level, Jesus is presumably “staying” in some makeshift shelter, along with all the other people who have come
to John for baptism. But, as we already know from the way Jesus has been introduced in the Prologue (1;1-18), the
word translated “stay” (Greek menein) has, in this gospel, a far more profound meaning. As Son of God, Jesus
“stays” or “dwells” eternally with the Father. As Word incarnate he has also “pitched his tent among us” (1:14),
come to “stay” with us so that God’s power and presence (“glory”), once remotely and terrifyingly revealed to Israel on Sinai, might appear in human “flesh”-in the life-giving words and actions of Jesus.
Jesus’ response, Come and see”, is then at one level a simple invitation to spend the day with him. In the deeper
meaning of the gospel it is an invitation to a lifelong “contemplation” of God in the human life of Jesus. As Jesus
will later say to Nathaniel, “You will see greater things than this:...heaven opened and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of Man”. The whole sacramentality of the Fourth Gospel is here unveiled: the disclosure, to the eyes of faith, of God's presence and power in the human Jesus. To “stay” with Jesus in this way is to
come to share his eternal and life-giving “staying” with the Father, a sharing in God’s own eternal life.
In the continuation of the reading, one of the disciples (Andrew) shares his discovery with his brother Sion. The
latter receives his own call from Jesus and, with it, a new name (“Rock”[“Peter”) indicative of the role he is to play.
The Second Reading is one of those texts that gives Paul a bad name because people only hear the word
“fornication”. Homilists should help people discern that behind Paul’s warnings in this regard, is his very high evaluation of the body and life in the body, based on our destiny to share the bodily life of the risen Lord.

CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH JANUARY 2018

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Sunday, 14 Jan 2018

Week Day Mass

FIRST READING

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Saturday

7.00 am
9.00 am

Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

A reading from the first book of Samuel
Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord where the ark of God was, when the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’
He answered, ‘Here I am’. Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go
back and lie down.’ So he went and lay down. Once again the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got up and
went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ He replied, ‘I did not call you, my son; go back and lie down.’
Samuel had as yet no knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. Once again
the Lord called, the third time. He got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli then understood that it was the Lord who was calling the boy, and he said to Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if someone calls
say, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord,
your servant is listening.’
Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of his fall to the ground.

Divine Mercy Prayer

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. vv. 8.9

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the First Saturday of each 9.00am
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1 Sm 3:3-10.19

The next Anointing Mass will be 3rd February 2018

Sunday Mass

Thursday

7.30am

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s
Sunday 11th February 10.30 am

.

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Clive Scrivens
and Ian Collins
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan and Jim Gardiner
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
It is now time to enrol children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age but
have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years of
age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist.
The parent meeting will be held in February and all parents who wish to enrol their child or children for
2018 please contact the parish office to obtain the enrolment forms. We will celebrate the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday 24th
November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.
VERBUM DEI FAREWELL
It is with sadness that we bid goodbye to Sister Grace today. We thank her for her contribution to our
Parish. There will be a morning tea after Mass today, Sunday, please stay and show you appreciation
to Sister Grace as she begins the next part of her missionary journey.

(R.) Here am I, Lord;
I come to do your will.
1.
I waited, I waited for the Lord.
3.
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry.
He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God. (R.)
2.
You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 4.
but an open ear.
You do not ask for holocaust and victim.
Instead, here am I. (R.)

In the scroll of the book it stands written
that I should do your will.
My God, I delight in your law
in the depth of my heart. (R)
Your justice I have proclaimed
In the great assembly.
My lips I have not sealed;
you know it, O Lord. ®

SECOND READING 1 Cor 6:13-15. 17-20
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The body is not meant for fornication; it is for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. God, who raised the Lord from
the dead, will by his power raise us up too.
You know, surely, that your bodies are members making up the body of Christ; anyone who is joined to the Lord is
one spirit with him.
Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are committed outside the body; but to fornicate is to sin against your
own body. Your body, you know, is the temple of the Holy Spirit, which is in you since you have received him from
God. You are not your own property; you have been bought and paid for. That is why you should use your body for
the glory of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 1:41. 17
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have found the Messiah:
Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and grace.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 1:35-42
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and John stared hard at him and said, ‘Look, there is the lamb
of God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned round, saw them following and said, ‘What do
you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so
they went and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. It was about the tenth hour.
One of these two who became followers of Jesus after hearing what John had said was Andrew, the brother of Simon
Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ – which means the
Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked hard at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be
called Cephas’ – meaning Rock.

