A FEW CHRISTMAS ITEMS FOR YOUR ATTENTION
1.

A Parish Christmas Party is going to be held today Sunday 16th December immediately
following 8.30am Mass. Everyone welcome.

2.

Volunteers are required on Sunday 23rd December following 8.30am Mass to decorate the Christmas
Tree in the Church and make the Church ready for the celebration.

3.

The Christmas Roster has been completed. Please check for your name.

4.

Organizers: Please contact the Office ASAP regarding 2019 functions so that dates can be finalized.

REQUEST FOR MORE PEOPLE TO BE INVOLVED IN THE PARISH
We urgently need more people to do some of the Liturgical functions at the Vigil Mass on Saturday evening
and Sunday morning Mass. Anyone who is interested in becoming involved in any capacity in the Parish, as:
- Sacristan, Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, or in any other ministry, please call the
Parish Office or speak to the Parish priest directly. Full training will be provided by Fr Isidore, and no one will
be asked to participate until they are comfortable and ready for the Ministry. We are also seeking more people to become involved in other areas of the Parish –Fundraising, Hospitality and the cleaning of the Church.
Please contact the office if you are willing to participate in any of the ministries.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 11th December 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,169.55
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

759.75

Pastoral Care Skills Course

All parishioners providing pastoral care and visitation in aged care and nursing home facilities and any interested person wanting to become skilled at the very special art of pastoral listening are invited to join those
training to become hospital pastoral carers in an uplifting, engaging, fun and spirit-filled 5-day pastoralcare listening skills course at Surfers Paradise Parish Centre 9am – 4pm 21 – 25 January 2019 This
course is being sponsored by Centacare Pastoral Ministries Attendance is free but registrations are essential. To find out more: E: adminpasmin@bne.catholic.net.au Registrations close 14 January 2019

CARER REQUIRED

‘You are Mission’
Thank you for your prayers and generous contributions for this
year’s Catholic Mission World Mission Appeal supporting
global mission. Your faithful gifts will help provide for so many
people around the world. We invite you to consider continuing
being a part of mission and furthering life-giving work with us
through a regular monthly gift, by volunteering or simply
through prayer
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on
5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

An experienced Carer is required to
help a disabled person in Nerang. The
days & times are negotiable & training
is provided. Please phone 5596 3276
for further details.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held
in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meet every Tues
9.30am to 11.30am. in the Parish Centre . Everyone is welcome.

. here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
We
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
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Dear Friends,
Thank you! I would like to use this opportunity to thank all of the parishioners at St Brigid’s Parish Nerang. Thank you for
accepting me and welcoming me not only into your parish for the month, but also into your homes and lives. You have all been
so friendly and hospitable to me. This has made my stay here in Nerang that little bit easier.
I implore us all to continue to look beyond ourselves towards greater things. Just as St John did in today’s Gospel. Even though
he was doing amazing things, everything he did pointed beyond himself, towards our Lord. He said, “someone is coming,
someone more powerful than I am” (Lk 3: 16). I believe that he “shout[ed] aloud” with all his soul so that everyone could hear
clearly that the Christ is coming (Zeph 3: 14). We must do the same.
A question you may be asking yourself is “who am I to take up such a task?” It is certainly something that I asked myself as a
29-year-old construction worker with a drinking habit, who had not studied for 13 years and was about to enter the Holy Spirit
Seminary and study at university. I felt a lot like John, I felt totally unfit and unqualified “to undo the strap of his sandals” (Lk
3: 16). However, “the Lord is my strength” (Isa 12:2) and with him there is nothing that I can’t achieve.
I don’t say all this to big note myself. I am merely using myself as an example of what can be achieved when God is on your
side. If I can do it then you can too. There are many excuses that we make up in order not to point our lives towards God, Ailments, disabilities, addictions, age etc. However, Moses was 80 years old and had a stutter when he confronted Pharaoh, Saul
had trouble with his vision. It did not stop them, and it should not stop us.
The more a person gives of his time, effort and money the more they will receive. “what must we do?” We are told to “make his
mighty deeds known to the people!” (Lk 3: 10; Isa 12: 3). I have never been happier in my 31 years than I am right now after
giving my whole life to God and attempting to make him known to everyone through my actions, words and deeds.
Give it a go, “Declare the greatness of the Lord” (Isa 12: 3). Do not leave evangelisation or change up to chance, it only leaves
the chance of not evangelising or changing.
Apologize to that person you have a grudge with, even if it’s not your fault. Invite someone to Mass, Adoration or the Rosary.
Start a bible study group, youth group or prayer group, pray at work, but most of all, tell someone about Christ. Make use of all
the wonderful ministries that are already out there (menAlive, N.E.T Ministries, Alpha, Venire). Be dangerous for the Lord,
give all you have.
Whatever you do, do not be placid. God will not disappoint and we will receive many graces for the work and effort we give to
Him and His kingdom.
I look forward to our next encounter and seeing all of your smiling, happy and faith filled faces sometime soon. Who knows,
maybe even as a deacon or a priest.
Isaac Falzon
PILGRIMAGE EXPERIENCE (Continued from last weekend Newsletter 9th December 2018)

On entering the West Bank city of Jericho on that first day, we went straight to see the Mount of Temptation which is about
5km north-west of Jericho. This is the mountain area (the wilderness) believed to have been the place where Jesus went immediately after his baptism and spent his forty days and forty nights before he was tempted by the devil (Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13).
We did not stay long viewing the mountain as we went almost immediately for lunch in the Mount of Temptation Restaurant,
located near the viewing site. It was really a tempting to choose from the different assortment of meals – different enticingly
delicious foods - and it was a buffet restaurant.
After our lunch we boarded the bus again and left for Nazareth, hoping to come back to Jericho on our way home. Driving for
about 2 hours 30 minutes we passed through the lowest point below sea level in the world which is located along the way from
Jericho to Nazareth. At Nazareth, our first port of call was the Church of the Annunciation. There are two Churches on this
site: one owned by the Greek Orthodox (Catholic) Church and the other, owned by the (Roman) Catholic Church (photo inserted). From here we went to the Church of St Joseph, where it is believed, St Joseph had his carpentry shop. We saw the cave
where he worked with the young Jesus. On leaving Nazareth we went to Cana. There, two couples in our group renewed their
wedding vows. It was emotionally edifying for them and for all of us. It was joyful. There are different beautiful paintings on
the walls outside the Church of Joseph-and-Mary’s engagement and wedding. Since Jesus turned water into wine, I don’t think
there has been a day without a wedding in Cana in recent times, and Cana has always had the best of wines. We went shopping
for wine. After shopping, we drove to the Jordan River where Jesus was baptised, known in Hebrew as Yardenit. We renewed
our baptismal promises there. And then went shopping at the big Yardenit Shop before leaving for our hotel at about 6.30pm.
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

2nd February 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

3rd Sunday of Advent - Year C – 16th December 2018
FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! Rejoice, exult with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence; he has driven your enemies away. The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your
midst; you have no more evil to fear. When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem: Zion, have no fear, do
not let your hands fall limp. The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. He will exult with joy over
you, he will renew you by his love; he will dance with shouts of joy for you as on a day of festival.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 23rd December 2018.

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Margaret Allen, Lima Faber and Bruce Hudson.
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Philomena Grace,
Erlinda & Jose Portes,
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal , Sandra Miller and Linda Harri

WELCOME ISAAC
Isaac Falzon will be spending time with us until 16th December 2018. Please make him welcome.
Thanks to those who, in one way or the other, have given him encouragement and prayerful support..
SCHOOL OF THE WORD

We wish to thank the Verbum Dei Missionaries for conducting the study of the Word of God . “Christ set us
free, so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1) . This has been held on the last Saturday of
every month —10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish This will not be held during December or January and
the next date for the meeting will be advised in the near future. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410
802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

Consider a Bequest—.Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about
are properly provided for. When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and
loved ones. Once they are provided for, a Will is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to
the people and organisations you care about. Please prayerfully consider including a gift to our Parish. Your gift will help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For more information
about how to make a gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or giving@bne.catholic.net.au

Is 12:2-6 R. v.6

(R.) Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.
1.

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Zep 3:14-18

2.

Truly, God is my salvation,
3.
I trust, I shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. (R.)
Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name. (R.)

SECOND READING

Sing a psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel ( R.)

Phil 4:4-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness. Let your tolerance be evident
to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God
for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard
your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 3:10-18

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone has two tunics he must share with the
man who has none, and the one with something to eat must do the same.’ There were tax collectors too who came for
baptism, and these said to him, ‘Master, what must we do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some soldiers asked him in their turn, ‘What about us? What must we do?’ He said to them, ‘No intimidation! No extortion! Be
content with your pay!’
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so
John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I
am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowingfan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire
that will never go out.’ As well as this, there were many other things he said to exhort the people and to announce the
Good News to them.

Gratitude

We wish to acknowledge a donation of $700.00 made to the Parish by iDestiny Travels - the Agency that organised for some of us
the Holy Land Pilgrimage. Thank you iDestiny Travels.
ANNUAL HOLIDAY
Fr Isidore will be going on his annual holidays from 28th December 2018 to 26th January 2019. He will be travelling to Nigeria to
see his brother and sisters with their families. Please remember him in your prayers for safe travels. It’s really a long journey.

