2017 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME
Confirmation Preparation Meeting Parents and Children will begin in July.

1st Confirmation Preparation Session 8.30am Mass Sunday 23rd July
2nd Confirmation Preparation Session 8.30am Mass Sunday 30th July
3rd Confirmation Preparation Session 8.30am Mass Sunday 6th August
4th Confirmation Preparation Session 8.30am Mass Sunday 13th August
5th Confirmation Preparation Session 8.30am Mass Sunday 20th August
6th Confirmation Preparation Session 8.30am Mass Sunday 27th August

Confirmation will be on Friday 1st September at 6.00pm.

If your child is in Year 4 and you have not attended the previous meeting please call the Parish office on Tuesday or
Thursday between 9.00am and 3.30pm.

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEARA -16 TH JULY 2017

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday — 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
N WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call the Parish Office.

FUND RAISING CAKE / CRAFT STALL

A Fathers Day Raffle is being planned and the la- 1t is planned to hold a cake/craft stall on the 1st Sunday
dies of the Cyaft Group are asking for donations to- [ each month after the 8.30am Mass. Any donations of
wards the prizes for this raffle. Anyone who would | cakes or craft would be appreciated. Please call the par-

like to contribute to the prizes would you please. ish office for further information. The first Stall will be
contact the office during office hours. Tickets will  |}e]1d on Sunday 6th August.

be available soon.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP. The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am.
in the Parish Centre

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 11th July 2017

1ST COLLECTION: $ 695.90 - For Clergy Support

2ND COLLECTION: $ 1,113.65 - For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.

The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 13,140.53

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and your divine rewards. Fr Isidore
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE ;
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.  All Welcome. 'e% m@

Visit the Holy Land!

Witk 8-Day Holy Land Tours starting from $3446*
Jordan, Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee, tour of Churches in Capernaum,

-
-
( ' D e S t' n y Mount of Beatitudes and Nazareth, Jordan River, Cave of Elijah, Haifa,
7‘ o / Jerusalem and the Old City, Bethlehem, EinKarem, the Dead Sea,
i Jericho and Madaba

Contact: Suren-Balasuriya

Phone: 1300 200 100. D S
Email: sales@idestinytravel.com.aw
Web: www.idestinytravel.com:au ""

Tour Contact: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

23

*Price includes: * All air fates = All transfers '—Al inun
spiritual director servicing the Holy Mass * " Seryices @ofesslonal guides throughout thc tour * Conditionsapply = ==

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

-star hotels . All meals*® All tours-are accompamcd bya--

Dear people of God

I might sound pessimistic, but our world is full of sufferings: ranging from physical to spiritual suffering, from emo-
tional to psychological suffering, from real to imagined sufferings. We Christians, even the most righteous ones and
innocent people, are also caught in the quagmire of suffering. Anyone desiring (as we say in the ‘Our Father”) that
God’s Name be held holy, that His kingdom come and that His will be done on earth, may experience a dissatisfac-
tion, and/or a disappointment, with some happenings in the world. But we are called to see doing the will of God as
our food. Jesus says: ‘my food is to do the will of my Father’ (John 4:34). Christians are often met with disappoint-
ment in their hunger and thirst, not for food and drink, but for the coming of God’s kingdom of ‘righteousness,
peace and joy in the spirit’ (see Roman 14:17). Sometimes we cry that this kingdom seems delayed in coming.

Why do I have to bear this pain in my heart for so long; why after all the struggles, effort, and prayers, do evil habits
still persist; the inner longing for righteousness, for inner and outer peace, for joy in the Spirit, still appear unsatis-
fied; violence still thrives all over the world; quarrels in families and nations still go on; some people are still home-
less and others have serious/life threatening illness and diseases; in fact, why do we have to suffer persecutions in
Syria, Egypt, Philippines, India, Nigeria, London, America and so on, even here in Australia? The readings of today
offer us an answer and a solution to all these problems: patience with the overall plan of God and obedience to His
will.

St Paul in today’s second reading says that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, yet to be
revealed, which is waiting for us. The existence of suffering and evil stems from the fall of our first Parents in their
disobedience to the word of God. When human beings yield to the temptation of doing their own will and not the
will of God, they face the repercussions of that disobedience. These repercussion does affect, not only the offenders,
but all of us and all creation. And so, some people, even animals and plants, suffer for what they did not do. St Paul
(in second reading) likened this type of suffering to the great act of giving birth, whereby a woman having patiently
carried the pregnancy for nine months, suffering and groaning in the act of giving birth, gives joy to everyone
around at the birth of a new life. All creation then, and we too, who possess the first fruits of the Spirit at Baptism,
groan inwardly in this great act of giving birth as we wait for our bodies to be set free.

What can save us if not the Word of God. St James says: ‘Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so
prevalent and humbly accept the Word planted in you, which can save you.” (James 1:21). Accepting and obeying
the word of God is the only way to save ourselves from temporal and eternal suffering. Jesus said: ‘If you abide in
my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. ’(John 8:31).

Jesus in today’s Gospel, tells us the parable of the Sower. The sower sows the word of God as seeds. As he sowed e
seeds fell on hearts in different states: hearts that are not disposed to the Word (the edge of the path) and so the devil
takes it; hearts that are disposed but cannot accept the demands of the Word, so the Word sprouts but dies before
bearing fruit; hearts that are disposed to receive the Word but are distracted from assimilating the Word, hence the
Word is choked to death before bearing the fruit of good works; hearts that are disposed to receive, nurture and
nourish the Word, making an effort towards its proper understanding, and so bear fruits of different measures. This
last set is where we are called to belong.

We may ask ourselves: What effort do I make to understand the word of God to the point of translating the Word
into action? How often do I, in quiet times, go back to Jesus (like the disciples in today’s gospel) in prayerful medi-
tation on the Word (the Bible or the readings of the Mass) asking for more understanding? Or do we leave after
Mass and go like the rest? For sure, our efforts to understand will definitely be rewarded. In today’s gospel Jesus
said: ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you (for your effort to understand), but they are not
revealed to them. For anyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from anyone
who has not, even what he has will be taken away’. Remain blessed.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya




CHURCHES | MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH FROM 1ST JULY 2017
Week Day Mass
St Brigid’s Church | Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday 7.00 am
39-49 McLaren Rd Wednesd 5.45
Nerang Q 4211 ednescay Ao pm ol )
Saturday 9.00 am B
St John’s Church I
Windabout Rd The Mass at 9.00am on the First Saturday of each month will be a Mass
Beechmont Q For the Sick with Anointing
ZLY The next Anointing Mass will be 5th August 2017 ‘
SCHOOL
L. Sunday Mass
St Brigid’s
" [rimag g Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm
cLaren Roa
Nerang Q 4211 Sunday 8.30 am
Phone: 5596 4188 |Rosary

Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm, Saturday at 8.30am

WEB PAGE: And Sunday at 8.00am
www.sb.qld.edu.au
Divine Mercy Prayer Thursday 7.30am
DAVID SEWELL
Principal Adoration Thursday 7-8pm
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday 9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church  Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Sunday 8.00am - 8.15am

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

2nd Sunday of each month 10.30am

Next Mass at St John’s  Sunday 13th August 10.30am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Would any Parishioners who are sick or aged, or know anyone who is sick or aged, call the office to arrange
for home visits. The Parish Priest is ready and happy to visit parishioners who would need his presence in
their homes. Let us all show concern and care towards the sick and the aged.

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

We pray for the recently dece a s e dVlary Verheijen and Maureen Jalowy

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We al so r emembe+rmatyh eihre yf abrei Icioersf or t ed
This Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Norma Pauline Sherwood, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Michael Lynch
And Arduino Vettori

Violet and Bill Hingerty

and suppo

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

BAPTISM PRAYERS

We pray for Hayden McDonald and Luca Halstead who are being baptised today. We pray
that they will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's
journey. We pray for their parents, family and godparents.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com  Next Meeting 29th July 2017

Verbum Dei Bristeze

t hei

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A, 16 Jul 2017
FIRST READING s 55:10-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return without watering the
earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes
from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
(R.) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.

Ps 64:10-14. R. Lk 8:8

1. You care for the earth, give it water,
you fill it with riches.
Your river in heaven brims over
to provide its grain. (R.)

3. You crown the year with your goodness.
Abundance flows in your steps,
in the pastures of the wilderness
it flows. (R)

4. The hills are girded with joy,
the meadows covered with flocks,
the valleys are decked with wheat
They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R)

2. And thus you provide for the earth;
you drench its furrows,
you level it, soften it with showers,
you bless its growth. (R.)

SECOND READING

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Rom 8:18-23

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us.
The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of creation that it
was made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us,
from its slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the beginning till now
the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us
who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free.

GOSPEL Mt 13:1-23

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there.
The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in parables.

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came
and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there
was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered
away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their

cropl, sgrgesa hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’
Then the discipleg went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied ‘the myster-

ies of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be given
more, and he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The rea-
son [ talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or understanding. So in their
case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled:

=

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, see and see again, but not perceive. For the heart of this
nation has grown coarse, their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes, for fear they should see
with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their heart, and be converted and be healed by me.
‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy
men longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it.

“You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without understand-
ing, the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on the edge of
the path. The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once with joy.
But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, and he
falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this
world and the lure of riches choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich soil
is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold,
now sixty, now thirty.’




