FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B—18TH MARCH 2018

Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 13th March 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

825.90
1195.90

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ

CAKE STALL

The next fundraiser for the Parish will be a cake stall to be held on Sunday 1st April (Easter Sunday) after the
8.30am Mass. Please support the cake stall by bringing cakes, slices, biscuits, jams and pickles for sale or
alternatively please show your support by purchasing some of the goods on sale.
CHURCH WORKING BEE
On Saturday 24th March following morning Mass and the Novena at 10.15 am there will be a working bee in
and around the Church to make it ready for the Easter Triduum. Please come prepared with your vacuum
cleaners and cleaning gear.
NEW SIGNAGE AT ST BRIGID’S
We are happy to announce the installation of a new St Brigid’s electronic sign for both Parish and School.
This was made possible by the generosity of the PNF of St Brigid’s Primary School which funded it all.
When fully functioning, it will display both Parish and school items. And we can put in ad rem information
whenever it is needed.
We are grateful to the PNF and School board for this upgrade and look forward to the best of Parish-School
relationship. As one family, we journey together in faith and love.

The words of Jesus in today’s gospel reading calls for a deeper reflection on one of the ironies of life, namely,
that worldly expectations are sometimes the opposites of heavenly demands on believers. Jesus uses an agrarian
imagery of seed sowing to portray this irony of death that gives life:
I tell you most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life loses it; anyone who
hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life. If a man serves me, he must follow me,
wherever I am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.
How can a grain of wheat die and still gives life? if death means total extinction of life and nothing more, then it
is impossible to live again to yield a rich harvest. But farmers know that the seed rots away and is transformed
into a living plant. So it is with us humans. In our dying life is given to the world. As servants of Christ, we must
follow him to lay down our lives for the salvation of others, even our enemies. It is only then will the Father honour us. And His honour has no equal - nothing better than it exist.
Jesus was ready to lead the way. The second reading says: “Although he was Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but having been made perfect, he became for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation.” In today’s
gospel, some Greeks (gentile proselytes to Judaism) wanted to see Jesus. Their reason for seeing Jesus was not
stated, but we can see the dawn of salvation rising for them, because I believe that after seeing Jesus they did not
go home the same again. God must have written the law in their hearts. And I guess, they may have gone home
to do their work of spreading the message around, that on the Pentecost day it was easy for three thousand people to be converted to Christianity after Peter’s preaching. Yes! They and those who listened to their encounter
with Jesus must have been among those converts (Act 2:9-11, 41).
Jesus saw at that moment, when the gentiles were brought in by Philip and Andrew to see him, that God’s promise of a new covenant which will be finalised at the shedding of his blood, was about to be fulfilled. His dying
would bring forgiveness of sin – sin which had kept the gentiles and sinners out of the loop of the people of God.
All the previous covenants between God and His people beginning from Abel, to Noah, to Abraham and his descendants, did not take care of sin. They were tests to see how people could be faithful towards God by avoiding
sin. (Exodus 20:20, Deuteronomy 8:2). But the new and everlasting covenant promised through Jeremiah in the
first reading took care of sin. And so, nothing separates believers from God any more, if they repent and ask for
forgiveness. God does not call our sins to mind if we are willing to turn and follow him.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

Jesus also saw His impending suffering, crucifixion, death and resurrection as a way of glorifying God the Father.
There was the temptation to shrink away from suffering and death. The second reading says: “During his life on
earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had the power to save him
out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard.” This explains what today’s gospel says:
“Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from this hour? But it was for this very reason that I
have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” His prayer was heard and after death, he was given life at His
resurrection. He was glorified. And many souls were and still are being saved.
The Father’s voice was heard saying: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” That was to tell us that God
will glorify His name in us, when we submit to His will, after we have done, within the limits of the righteous and
the good, our best possible to save ourselves from hurt and harm. That means we shall be glorified as well. There is
fruitfulness in sacrificing for human salvation. Little acts of self-denial, mortifications, fasting, praying in tears (if it
comes), giving up something means a lot in our spiritual journey and evangelisation. St Paul had to vow with his
hair, not to shave his hair but to carry it as Nazarite until he had accomplished his mission of spreading the gospel
and winning souls. (Acts 18:18). What have we each vowed to sacrifice this lent to glorify God.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 7th April 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 8th April 10.30 am

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO CHANGES IN THE COMING WEEKS
There will be no Evening Mass on Wednesday 21st March; no morning Mass and no Adoration on Thursday
22nd March.
There will not be a School of the Word Meeting on Saturday 31st March (Easter Saturday)
Easter Triduum Ceremonies are on the Notice Board outside the Church.
.

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan , and Christine Kay
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on
Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

29th April 2018, 6th May, 27th May, 17th June, 24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, 3rd August
Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE

18 March 2018

(See the added sheet for Sunday 6.00pm Vigil Mass for the RCIA Scrutiny)

Week Day Mass

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year B Sunday, 8.30am Mass

MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays

FIRST READING Jer 31:31-34
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and
the House of Judah, but not a covenant like the one I made with their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is
the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel when those days arrive – it is the
Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they
shall be my people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother,
‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, they will all know me, the least no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who speaks –
since I will forgive their iniquity and never call their sin to mind.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 50:3-4. 12-15. R. v.12
(R.) Create a clean heart in me, O God.
1.
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 3.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt.
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)
2.
A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.)

Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that I may teach transgressors your ways
and sinners may return to you. (R)

SECOND READING Heb 5:7-9
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had the power
to save him out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt to
obey through suffering; but having been made perfect, he became for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 12:26
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;
and where I am, my servant will also be.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL Jn 12:20-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and
Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them:
‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls on
the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life
loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life. If a man serves me, he must follow
me, wherever I am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him. Now my soul is
troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from this hour? But it was for this very reason that I have come to this
hour. Father, glorify your name!’
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’
People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus
answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice came, but for yours.
‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; now the prince of this world is to be overthrown.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Each Friday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be held at St Brigid’s Church at 5.45pm.

