THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR A 19TH MARCH 2017

ST BRIGID’S PARISH OFFICE NEWS
The installation of Rev. Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya as the Parish Priest of St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang will
be on Saturday 25th March 2017 during the 9.00am Mass celebrated by The Archbishop the Most Rev Mark Coleridge. All our parishioners are encouraged to attend.
We will be having a morning Tea in the Parish Centre following the Mass. We are requesting all those who can help
with the food and preparations for the day or wish to be involved in any way to please speak to Fr Isidore direct, call the
office during office hours or contact Maria Page on 0413 586 899 after 6.00pm or speak to Sally Alker on55 749 515.
We are also requesting flowers to decorate the Church for the installation ceremony on the 25th. If you have access to
any flowers and would like to help in this way please bring them to the church on Friday 24th or call the office.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants within the month of April will be held this weekend on
Sunday 19th March at 10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised are advised to attend.
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Reflection 3rd Sunday in Lent
Dear people of God

Like many First Australians, Uncle Richard was torn from his family and culture as a child. Forced to grow up in the
State-run Kinchela Boys Home (KBH), he suffered violence and pain that haunted his adult years. Now, through Kinchela Boys Home Aboriginal Corporation, a Caritas Australia partner, he is reconnecting with formed KBH boys in a
program that restores their wellbeing and helps their families.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2017 and help members of the Stolen Generations support each other on the journey to wellbeing

The Psalmist says “My health may fail, and my spirit may grow weak, but God remains the strength of my heart; he
is mine forever.” (Psalm 73:26). If only I can realise always and everywhere, and in whatever circumstances, the
abiding presence of God, then I shall worry about nothing and fear nothing. For to know God is complete righteousness, and to know His power is the root of immortality (see Wisdom 15:1-3, also Philipians 3). We are talking
here, of ‘faith knowledge’ and not ‘sense or intellectual knowledge’ of God, faith knowledge that knows that Jesus,
through His death destroyed “the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their
lives were held in slavery by the fear of death” (Hebrews 2:14-15)

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

In today’s first reading, the Israelites, faced with the threat of death for lack of water in the wilderness en route to
the Promised Land, doubted the Presence and Power of God among them. They did not have the faith knowledge of
God’s abiding presence and love, a power able to take care of all their troubles as He had done previously. Because
they asked “is the Lord with us or not” the place was named Massah and Meribah. Most Christians, on our journey
of faith come to a point in life that can be called Massah and Meribah – a point where we are tempted to ask, “is
God still with us or not”. At such a point, today’s Psalm says: “O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden
not your hearts as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert when your fathers put me to the test ….”
When we are tempted to lose faith, to fall into despair, it is then that we should listen to his voice that says “Come
to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28). “Call upon
Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honour Me." (Psalm 50:15). “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.” (James 5:13). We need to have a faith knowledge of God’s Way and Word – Jesus Christ, (See
John 1:14, and 14:6). He is the Emmanuel (God-with-us). But how often do we, like the Israelites or the Samaritan
woman in today’s Gospel, lack this faith knowledge.

Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 29th April 2017

EUTHANASIA
Paul Russell and Bill Muehlenberg Prominent interstate speakers present live
- An opportunity not to be missed
- Controversial and timely
- Includes book launch
Cost: $10 – with light meal Where: Sacred Heart Hospitality Room Clear Island Waters When: 6:30pm Sunday 2 April
RSVP: Fiona on 5578 1513 or 0457781513 (Cherish Life – Gold Coast Branch)
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at Tuesday 14th March 2017
1ST COLLECTION: $
734.25
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,279.70
- For Parish expenses
such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 15,345.86
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Fr Isidore
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website.

Jesus on his missionary journey came to Jacob’s well tired and exhausted, saw a Samaritan woman who came to
draw water and said to her, “Give me a drink.” She wouldn’t give him a drink for he was a Jew, a presumed enemy
of the Samaritans, and a stranger. But Jesus replied: “If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is
saying to you: Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask, and he would have given you living water”
that will “turn into a spring inside (you), welling up to eternal life.” At first the woman lacked the faith knowledge
of the Gift God was offering (the Holy Spirit) and who it was that was standing before her, but when the Word of
Jesus started entering her heart, her faith knowledge of Jesus started welling up. First, she saw Jesus as an enemy
and a stranger, then addressed Him as ‘Sir’, then she realized he was a prophet and then asked to be given the Living Water. Jesus gave her this Living Water and her spiritual eyes were opened. Then she suspected Jesus was the
Messiah, which Jesus confirmed “I am He”. At this, she left her jar and the water she came to fetch, and hurried
into the town of Sychar to share the water from Jesus which has now turned into a spring welling up in her.
Faith knowledge of Jesus Christ as the Messiah, the Son of God, comes through obedience to the Word of God, by
the working of the Holy Spirit who is God’s Gift to those who obey Him (see Acts 5:32). The Holy Spirit is that
living water Jesus prompted the Samaritan woman to ask for. St. John says: “On the last and greatest day of the
festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in
me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.’ By this he meant the Spirit, whom
those who believed in him were later to receive.” (7:37–39).
At baptism, we drank the Holy Spirit from the water-yielding-Rock, Jesus. Through him and by faith we entered
the state of grace that looks forward to God’s glory. Let our faith knowledge of Him increase day by day. Let the
rivers of living water springing from God’s Gift flow from within us to gather people for Christ. Let this water

of life welling up to eternal life be our hope. As St Paul says, our hope is not deceptive (see second reading).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday Mass

7am
9am

Saturday Vigil

6.00 pm

Sunday
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday
Divine Mercy Prayer
Wednesday
Adoration with Benediction Thursdays

8.30 am

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Next Mass at St John’s

10.30am

Palm Sunday 9th April

7.30am
8.30am
7.30am
7-8pm

10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus.
We pray for the recently deceased:

Louise Haberkorn

and

Third Sunday of Lent - Year A.
FIRST READING Ex 17:3-7

19 Mar 2017

A reading from the book of Exodus
Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so that I
should die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’ Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with this people?’ he said.
‘A little more and they will stone me!’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders of Israel and move on to the
forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go. I shall be standing before you there
on the rock, at Horeb. You must strike the rock, and water will flow from it for the people to drink.’ This is what Moses did, in
the sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and
because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not?’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.8

(R.) If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
1.

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)

3.

O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
tough they saw my work (R)

2.

Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us,
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)

SECOND READING

Rom 5:1-2. 5-8

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time : Eddy McGregor, Hildegard Schelb
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Christine De Barro, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Richard McGuire, Valda Silvy and Joan Gordon

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and through Jesus
that we have entered this state of grace in which we can boast about looking forward to God’s glory. This hope is not deceptive,
because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us. We were still helpless
when at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even for a good man – though of course for someone really worthy, a man might be prepared to die – but what proves that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were
still sinners.

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

G’Day mate!

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus,
tired by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water,
Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him,
‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied:

I found this interesting. It’s amazing how we walk through this same part at different times in life’s journey. Have a
good read.
Francis’ Great Temptation
This period of his life was the hardest he had endured and Francis, ill and at the end of his endurance, slipped into a profound depression. He doubted his vocation to a life of absolute poverty. Had he been inspired by God in insisting on it,
or deluded? Worse, was he being disobedient by insisting on it against the advice of Cardinal Ugolino, who represented
the authority of the Church, which had always been his guiding star in showing him the will of God? To add to his agony of spirit, the presence of God, which had been so luminous to him, had gone. He was in profound darkness, with no
sense of God’s presence. Was that because of his sins and disobedience? He multiplied his prayers, his fasting, his penances, treating with harshness the one creature, his body, ‘Brother Ass’, for which he had never had compassion, although he forbade his friars to indulge in excessive penance themselves.
This two year period of trial ended when the Lord once again spoke to him, ‘Francis, if you had faith like a grain of
mustard seed, you would say to this mountain “go” and it would obey you.’ ‘what is this mountain, Lord?’ ‘It is the
mountain of temptation’ ‘Lord,’ Francis replied, ‘let it be done according to Your Word.’ The temptation melted away
like snow and his former peace, serenity and joy returned to him.
(Excerpt from: Moorcroft, J., Francis of Assisi, London, CTS Publishers, 2009. pp. 52-53)
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call
the Parish Office.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

There will be Stations of the Cross every Friday evening during Lent at 6.00pm in St Brigid’s Church.

GOSPEL

Jn 4:5-15. 19-26. 39-42

(Shorter form)

‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to you: Give me a drink, you would have been the
one to ask, and he would have given you living water.’
‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a greater man than
our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus replied:
‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again: but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give will never be thirsty
again: the water that I shall give will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’
‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that I may never get thirsty and never have to come here again to draw
water. I see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the place where
one ought to worship.’ Jesus said:
‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
You worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know; for salvation comes from the Jews. But the hour
will come – in fact it is here already – when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind
of worshipper
the Father wants. God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’
The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ ‘I
who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’
Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the Samaritans came up
to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them many more came to believe; and
they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of what you told us; we have heard him ourselves and we know
that he really is the saviour of the world.’

