
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

   39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG 

           POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211  

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm 

PHONE: (07) 5596 2632   FAX: (07) 5596 3669 

WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au 

Become a Part of the PARISH PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM  And help your Parish grow. 
 

We thank most sincerely all Parishioners who contribute to the Planned Giving Program.  
 Your ongoing commitment and contribution assists the responsible budgeting for the  
operating expenses of the Parish (wages, rates, electricity, building maintenance, etc.)  
as well as pastoral planning for Parish growth (faith education, sacramental preparation, resources, etc.)  To obtain Planned Giving  
envelopes, please complete this form and place on the Collection Plate, or contact the Parish Office on 5596 2632.   
(Please print clearly) 

 

Surname: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Christian Names: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Suburb: ___________________________________________________________________Post Code:  

Phone No : ________________________( H)   ______________________ (W)  ___________________________ (M) 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For University & Allamanda Hospital  - Southport Parish on 5510 2222 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433 

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

 
 

  ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at  Tuesday 17th January 2017 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $          735.30        - For Clergy Support 
 

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $       1,210.15        -  For Parish expenses  
such as administration, and maintenance of all  our  
buildings  and properties.  
 

The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 16,439.61 
 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Fr Isidore 

 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE  
 

MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre  at 6.30pm  on the  2nd and 4th Wednesdays  of the month.   All Welcome. 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest  in the 

loving embrace of Jesus. We also remember their families -  

may they be comforted and  supported  in their loss by this  

Community of Faith. :  

 

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time : Len Guinea 
 

 We  pray   for  those  who  are  sick or in hospital:   Christine De Barro, 

Maureen  and Paul Hurney ,Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey,   
 

Our prayers are offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes. 
 

           PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM: 

 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya  Parish Priest    Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au 

 Parish Secretary:    Lenette Evans     Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au 

REFLECTION FOR 3RD SUNDAY  
 

Dear People of God, 
 

I don’t know if my observation is true or not, but it seems to me that the news in the papers, on the internet, televi-
sion and radio are dominated by stories of crimes, wars, attacks, abuses, assaults, and destruction of lives and prop-
erty, engineered by human evil behaviours. Divisions, discriminations and factions bred by lack of love as can be 
seen even in our local churches today as it was in the Corinthian church of St Paul’s time (see 2nd reading). I pray 
that the prophesy mentioned in today’s first reading, concerning the lands of Zebulun and Naphtali, be fulfilled in 
our time: that God will confer His glory on us and let His light shine. 
We are ashamed and humiliated these days by the horrible things we hear some of our brothers and sisters do. 
Some of us are still walking in darkness, some still living in the land of deep shadows. We need the great Light of 
God, Jesus Christ, to shine in our world today. We need God to turn our mistakes into miracles and our sorrows 
into joy.  
 

We constantly hear of police investigations, allegations of crimes, court and royal commission proceedings, recom-
mendations and judgements, and sentences passed. But still people like to read, listen or watch the news. I think of 
those people who may have been so horrified by the daily negative news articles, or of those people who may have 
been incited by the news to do more evil. And still people do not protest against that type of news, nor condemn the 
Newscasters or news writers for telling us what is happening. People can endure the news being inundated with 
reports of crime, human-caused disasters, evil human behaviours, and court cases, but can’t endure hearing the 
good news warning us against sin, God’s judgement and hell preached. People are comfortable to tune in to the tel-
evision and radio, or to browse the internet for news about forecasts and warnings against dangers to life, but tune 
out when the preachers warn against the dangers to eternal life. Most people are so uncomfortable hearing the 
preacher mention sin, eternal punishment, or hell during the homily. 
 

However, in today’s gospel, Jesus began his preaching with the message, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand.” Preaching repentance was a prominent part of Jesus’ mission, in which we share. (Please read: Luke 
24:46-47; Acts 2:36-38; 3:19; 17:30-31; 26:19-20 and 2 Cor. 7:9-11). That was the good news He came to preach 
(see Mark 1:14-15). The good news that was meant not only for those living in Capernaum in the lands of Zebulun 
and Naphtali (see today’s gospel), but also for us and all peoples. He was not afraid nor ashamed of calling people 
to repentance and conversion. In the words of today’s Psalmist, we could hear Him say, “The Lord is my light and 
my help; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; before whom shall I shrink?” Do we fear any-
body or shrink from preaching repentance and conversion from sin?  
 

But Jesus needs people like you and me to continue this mission of saving souls. He showed this in today’s gospel 
by calling his first four disciples. “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men” He said. Seeing the miracle of 
the huge catch of fish (see Luke 5:1-11) wrought by obedience to His command, and feeling the power of His 
word, they left their jobs, their nets, their boats, their parents and friends, in fact, everything, at once and followed 
Him. How do we respond to Jesus’ invitation to engage in soul-winning business? 
 

Nothing could be more important and more dignifying than working for the salvation of souls: ours’ first and those 
of others as well. It’s worth abandoning every other thing, even life itself, for it. It would be great if we could en-
gage ourselves in this soul-winning enterprise, this soul fishing business, not with an air of ‘holier than thou’ atti-
tude though, nor with a merciless condemnation of the other – the sinner - rather than the sin. St James says: “My 
brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that 
whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of 
sins.” (James 5:19-20). St Peter meant the same thing when he wrote in his first letter “Above all, love each other 
deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” It is then, a living out of our Christian love that we should 
engage ourselves in this soul gaining business. That is how we prove to the world that we are Jesus’ disciples. Jesus 
said in St John’s gospel: 
 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 

Remain Blessed      

            Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

 THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 22nd January 2017 

ProLife 
 

Two abortion bills will be voted on by our state politicians – this could be as early as mid-February. This will determine whether 
abortion is allowed for any reason until birth! After the vote is too late - NOW is the time we can make a difference. 
Most effective things we can do: 

1.       Visit your state MP in person (an experienced ProLife support person can go with you if desired) 

2.       Write a personal hand-written letter (letter writing session after Mass on Sunday 29th January in Parish Centre) 

3.       Sign the official Qld parliament e-petition (make sure you have signed the 2nd one) 

4.       Get your family and friends involved – most people do not accept abortion for any reason – let them know this 
is what it means 

For more information: go to www.cherishlife.org.au or see the noticeboard or speak with Fiona 
 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
Just before they vote: demonstrate to our MPs that our community wants Life!  
Saturday 11 Feb 2017 
2.30pm: assemble at Queens Gardens (cnr George, Elizabeth and William Streets in Brisbane CBD) 
3.00pm: 1.4 km march through city to Parliament House – then guest speaker 
All signs/banners provided – please do not bring your own. 
Small donation to cover costs appreciated (organised by combined pro-life and pro-family) 
Organise a car load or contact Fiona (0457 781 513) to arrange transport. 

http://www.cherishlife.org.au


 
 
 

 
  CHURCHES 

 
 

 St Brigid’s Church 
 39-49 McLaren Rd  

 Nerang Q 4211 
 
 

 St John’s Church 
 Windabout Rd 
 Beechmont Q      

 4211 
 
 

  SCHOOL 
 
 

  St Brigid’s  
  Primary 

  McLaren Road 
  Nerang Q 4211 

  Phone: 5596 4188 
  
 

  WEB PAGE: 
   www.sb.qld.edu.au 

 
 

  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS   PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY 
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.   Mark 10:14 
 
 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, 
respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by all. 
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, behav-
iours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical  Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State. The 
full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au 
 
 

We here at St  Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. 
 

The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Pr ivacy Act, please 
go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH 
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday to Friday        7am   

Saturday           9am  

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil         6.00 pm 
  

Sunday           8.30 am 

Rosary 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday     7.30am 

Saturday           8.30am 

Divine Mercy Prayer      Wednesday                        7.30am 

Adoration with Benediction  Thursdays      7-8pm  
 
Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday     9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church     Saturday    5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday    8.00am -  8.15am  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont 
2nd Sunday of each month             10.30am 
 
 

Next Mass  at St John’s      Sunday 12th February          10.30am 

 

 

SCHOOL OF THE WORD 
 

Come and pray with the Word of God   Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish 
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. 
Contact:  Ph (07) 3495 7105  Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com 
Next Meeting 28th January 2017 

 

AUSTRALIA DAY  THURSDAY 26th JANUARY  
 

Mass will be at 8.30am. Please note there will not be 7.00 am Mass on that day. 
 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD THURSDAY  2ND FEBRUARY 
 

Mass for The Presentation of the Lord will be at 6.00pm. There will be a procession of the can-
dles, with a Blessing of the Candles for the homes. Please bring your own  candle to have 
blessed and to take  home.  Please note there will be 7.00am Mass  in the morning as usual. 
 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
 

Wednesday 25th January—Conversion of St Paul 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity January 18-25, 2017. Theme “Reconciliation—The Love of  
Christ Compels Us”. All parishioners to please pray for Christian Unity. 

 

 

G’day mate!! 

Hope you enjoyed reading from Pope Francis’ Apostolic The Joy of the Gospel last week. I think he has so 
many good things to say in that book. Take a look at this too. 
In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have become missionary disciples (cf. Mt 
28:19). All the baptized, whatever their position in the Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are 
agents of evangelization, and it would be insufficient to envisage a plan of evangelization to be carried out by 
professionals while the rest of the faithful would simply be passive recipients. The new evangelization calls for 
personal involvement on the part of each of the baptized. Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be 
actively engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving love does not 
need much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love. Every Christian is a missionary to the 
extent that he or she has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we are 
“disciples” and “missionaries”, but rather that we are always “missionary disciples”. If we are not con-
vinced, let us look at those first disciples, who, immediately after encountering the gaze of Jesus, went forth to 
proclaim him joyfully: “We have found the Messiah!” (Jn 1:41). The Samaritan woman became a missionary 
immediately after speaking with Jesus and many Samaritans come to believe in him “because of the woman’s 
testimony” (Jn 4:39). So too, Saint Paul, after his encounter with Jesus Christ, “immediately proclaimed Je-
sus” (Acts 9:20; cf. 22:6-21). So what are we waiting for? (EG. n. 120) 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A             22 Jan 2017 
 

FIRST READING        Is 8:23 – 9:3 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer glory 
on the Way of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of the nations. 

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has 
shone. You have made their gladness greater, you have made their joy increase, they rejoice in your presence as 
men rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. For the yoke that was weighing on 
him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian.  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM      Ps 26:1. 4. 13-14. R. v.1 

(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

1.  The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life;  
 Before whom shall I shrink? (R.) 
2.  There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, to live in the house of the Lord,  
 all the days of my life, to savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold his temple. (R.) 
3. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living.  
 Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. Hope in the Lord! (R.) 
 
 

SECOND READING           1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the differences between you, and instead of 
disagreeing among yourselves, to be united again in your belief and practice. From what Chloe’s people have been 
telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear that there are serious differences among you. What I mean are all these slogans 
that you have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has Christ been parcelled 
out? Was it Paul that was crucified for you? Were you baptised in the name of Paul? 

For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of philosophy 
in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed. 

GOSPEL           Mt 4:12-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in 
Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was 
to be fulfilled: 

Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations! 
The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light; on those who dwell in the land and shadow of 
death a light has dawned. 

 

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
they were making a cast in the lake with their net, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me and I will 
make you fishers of men.’ And they left their nets at once and followed him. 

Going on from there he saw another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were in their 
boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. At once, leaving the boat and their father, they 
followed him. 

He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom and cur-
ing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the people. 


