16th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 22nd July 2018
St Brigid’s St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal and Membership Drive. Weekend 28th and 29th July
It's hard to imagine in a country like ours, 731,000 children living below the poverty line. In fact, each
night in Queensland there are 3,372 children under the age of 12 forced to sleep rough, in run-down houses
and tents, and in unsafe spaces. Nerang also has great need and the work of our local conference visit approx.
15 – 20 families and individuals each week.
At Mass on Saturday 28th July and Sunday 29th July members of our conference will briefly explain
how much your financial support is vital to help local families and individuals in need. This will also be
an opportunity for you to discern whether you would like to become a conference member and support with
your valuable time. All donations to Vinnies Winter Appeal are tax-deductible. For more information call
1800 846643
RCIA ENROLMENT NOW OPEN
The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for adults who have not received the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation . Anyone wishing to be initiated fully into the Catholic Faith should
call the office on Monday or Friday 9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday and Thursday 9.00am to 3.30pm or the school office to pick up
an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for 2019 should be completed and returned to the office by the end of August. 2018.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP.
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am in the Parish Centre . Everyone is
welcome.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 17th July 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,248.65
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

681.05

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NO INTEREST LOAN SCHEME

Do you know someone who is receiving a Centrelink payment or low income?
Do they need a new household appliance or medical equipment?
Have they lived at their current address for at least 3 months?
Well, why not tell them about the St Vincent de Paul Society Qld no interest loan programs.
Loans can be up to $1,200.00 for household items and medical equipment, with repayments as low as $30.00 per fortnight.
For more information on how to apply please call the NILS office on 3010 1029




IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
. here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
We
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please
go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
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Ph: 0451 140 471.
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My dear sisters and brothers
Central to the readings of today, is the image of the Chief Shepherd, who is the leader of the shepherds who lead
God’s flock to the Father God. In the first reading, God the Grand Shepherd (or Master Shepherd)
denounces the inaptitude of the shepherds, to whom he has entrusted the flock of his pasture. In the first
reading, Jeremiah declares, “Doom for the shepherds who allow the flock of my pasture to be destroyed and
scattered – it is the Lord who speaks! … You have let my flock be scattered and go wandering and have not taken
care of them.” I will not go into an analysis of who those shepherds were. The question is: can God, the Chief
Shepherd, say the same of our modern-day shepherds? And who are these shepherds of our time?
Some Christians, interpreting this passage from Jeremiah, are prone to think only of those in positions of
authority and leadership as the shepherds being symbolised in this Scriptural passage. They may be right.
However, everyone is a shepherd who has someone to look after, someone around him or her who is in need of
salvation, be it of body, mind and/or spirit. We, as a Church, have to create a community where everyone will be
ready to seriously commit to sharing responsibility for one another. It is scripturally based that we should bear
one another’s burden, love and care for one another, correct one another, pray for one another, counsel one
another, feed and shelter one another, and assist one another on our faith journey. So, we are the shepherds as
well as the sheep to one another.
When the shepherds failed in their duty, thus causing harm directly or indirectly to the flock, God took over the
care of the sheep himself. Will the shepherds go free? No. The first reading says they were doomed. God would
take care of their misdeeds. And for the sheep, God promised:
I will raise up shepherds to look after them and pasture them; no fear, no terror for them anymore; not one
shall be lost. … ‘See, the days are coming …. when I will raise a virtuous Branch for David, who will reign
as true king and be wise, practising honesty and integrity in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and
Israel dwell in confidence. And this is the name he will be called: The Lord-our-integrity.’
This promise, the Scripture tells us, is fulfilled in Jesus Christ and his disciples. Jesus, being God, is the Chief
Shepherd, the Grand Shepherd. As man, he is the virtuous Branch of David (see Isaiah 11; Revelation 5:5). He is
the true and wise king, practising honesty and integrity in the land. And His Name is ‘the Lord-is-ourrighteousness’. He is the good shepherd, who lays down his life for his sheep and encourages his followers to do
the same (John 10:10-13). He himself raises up shepherds and sends them to care for the sheep. In today’s gospel
reading, the apostles he sent out, re-joined him and told him all they did and taught. Being a good shepherd, who
cares not only for the sheep but also for the shepherds as well, he told them to come away by themselves to a
place where they could rest and have a meal.
On reaching there, Jesus saw that a great crowd had already assembled and were waiting for him and his disciples
– the result of the outreach ministry of his disciples. The duty of the shepherd is to make the sheep understand
how good and caring their owner is, so that they may love him and run after him. Any shepherd that turns
someone’s sheep away from the owner, or even turns them against the owner, is not a good shepherd. So, the
disciples did a great job. They brought the sheep back to Jesus. But there were still more shepherds needed to take
care of, and feed the sheep they have gathered.
Today’s gospel reading says: “So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them because
they were like sheep without a shepherd, and he set himself to teach them at some length.” Yes, Jesus is always
ready to feed his sheep once they have been gathered. He feeds them by teaching, feeding them by his Word and
Eucharist (His body and blood), and leading them to the Father. St Paul says in today’s second reading,
“Through him, (we) have in the one Spirit our way to come to the Father”.
Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 4th August 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 26th August 10.30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Frank Rosier, Edward Southon
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Margaret Allen, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul
Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Christine Kay, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
on Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

22nd July, 29th July, and 3rd August, 2018. Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.
Program for meetings for the candidates to receive First Holy Communion will be out sometime later.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish Next meeting
Saturday 28th July 2018 Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com
Consider a Bequest—.Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about are properly provided
for. When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and loved ones. Once they are provided for, a
Will is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to the people and organisations you care about. Please prayerfully
consider including a gift to our Parish. Your gift will help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For
more information about how to make a gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or giving@bne.catholic.net.au

FIRST READING

Jer 23:1-6

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
‘Doom for the shepherds who allow the flock of my pasture to be destroyed and scattered – it is the Lord who
speaks! This, therefore, is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says about the shepherds in charge of my people: You
have let my flock be scattered and go wandering and have not taken care of them. Right, I will take care of you for
your misdeeds – it is the Lord who speaks! But the remnant of my flock I myself will gather from all the countries
where I have dispersed them, and will bring them back to their pastures: they shall be fruitful and increase in numbers. I will raise up shepherds to look after them and pasture them; no fear, no terror for them any more; not one
shall be lost – it is the Lord who speaks! ‘See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will raise a
virtuous Branch for David, who will reign as true king and be wise, practising honesty and integrity in the land. In
his days Judah will be saved and Israel dwell in confidence. And this is the name he will be called: The Lord-ourintegrity.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 22. R. v.2

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
1.
The Lord is my shepherd;
3.
You have prepared a banquet for me
there is nothing I shall want.
In the sight of my foes.
Fresh and green are the pastures
My head you have anointed with oil;
where he gives me repose.
My cup is overflowing. (R.)
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)
2.
He guides me along the right path;
4.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
he is true to his name.
all the days of my life.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
no evil would I fear.
for ever and ever. (R.)
You are there with your crook and your staff,
with these you give me comfort. (R.)

SECOND READING

Eph 2:13-18

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
In Christ Jesus, you that used to be so far from us have been brought very close, by the blood of Christ. For he is the
peace between us, and has made the two into one and broken down the barrier which used to keep them apart, actually destroying in his own person the hostility caused by the rules and decrees of the Law. This was to create one
single New Man in himself out of the two of them and by restoring peace through the cross, to unite them both in a
single Body and reconcile them with God. In his own person he killed the hostility. Later he came to bring the good
news of peace, peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near at hand. Through him, both of us
have in the one Spirit our way to come to the Father.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jn 10:27

Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mk 6:30-34

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
The apostles rejoined Jesus and told him all they had done and taught. Then he said to them, ‘You must come away
to some lonely place all by yourselves and rest for a while’; for there were so many coming and going that the apostles had no time even to eat. So they went off in a boat to a lonely place where they could be by themselves. But
people saw them going, and many could guess where; and from every town they all hurried to the place on foot and
reached it before them. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them because they were
like sheep without a shepherd, and he set himself to teach them at some length.

