THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS) DAY MONDAY,
25 DEC 2017

FIRST READING 15 52:7-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who brings good news, who heralds peace, brings hap-
piness, proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!” Listen! Y our watchmen raise their voices,
they shout for joy together, for they see the Lord face to face, as he returns to Zion. Break into shouts of joy
together, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people, redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord bares
his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3
(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

1. Sing a new song to the Lord 3. All the ends of the earth have seen
for he has worked wonders. the salvation of our God.
His right hand and his holy arm Shout to the Lord all the earth,
have brought salvation. (R.) ring out your joy. (R)

2. The Lord has made known his salvation; 4.  Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp,
has shown his justice to the nations. with the sound of music.
He has remembered his truth and love With trumpets and the sound of the
for the house of Israel. (R.) horn acclaim the King, the Lord. (R)

SECOND READING Heb 1:1-6

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

At various times in the past and in various different ways, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but
in our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit eve-
rything and through whom he made everything there is. He is the radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect
copy of his nature, sustaining the universe by his powerful command; and now that he has destroyed the defile-
ment of sin, he has gone to take his place in heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far
above the angels as the title which he has inherited is higher than their own name.

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I have become your father, or: I will be a father to him
and he a son to me. Again, when he brings the First-born into the world, he says: Let all the angels of God wor-
ship him.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

A holy day has dawned upon us. Come you nations and adore the Lord. Today a great light has come upon
the earth.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn1i:1-18

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. All that came to
be had life in him and that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness
could not overpower. A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a witness to
speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, only a witness to
speak for the light. The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and he was coming into the world.
He was in the world that had its being through him, and the world did not know him. He came to his own
domain and his own people did not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to become
children of God, to all who believe in the name of him who was born not out of human stock or urge of the
flesh or will of man but of God himself. The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glo-
ry, the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. John appears as his witness, He
proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks before me because he existed be-
fore me.” Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received — yes, grace in return for grace, since,
though the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has ever
seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
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Dear people of God

As we all know, Christmas is a big celebration all over the world and the favourite of many. But if this celebration
has been going on annually for almost two thousand years, then there is something to it: certainly, not an ordi-
nary celebration of a birthday of an ordinary human being. The person whose birth we celebrate really has some-
thing to offer each generation. He is Jesus Christ, the saviour of the world. He is my (and our) saviour. But how
could a baby born around two thousand years ago be my saviour? From what or from who is he saving you and
me? Have we at any time been in need of salvation?

St John presenting a dialogue between Jesus and His Jewish disciples wrote: “Then Jesus said to the Jews who
had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free.” They answered him, ‘We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves
to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” Like the Jews, sometimes, if not always, we
are tempted to think we are free: we have not been convicted of any crime, sentenced or imprisoned; neither are
we slaves to anyone. But to the Jewish disciples, as to us, Jesus says: “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who com-
mits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the Son has a place there
forever. So, if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” (see John 8:31-36)

How much slaves are we, (or were we) under the burden of sin that our salvation is required. How condemned to
eternal death are sinners like you and me. St John writes: “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” (1 John 1:8-10).
And St Paul also wrote: “there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.” (Romans 3:22-25). Also, in his Letter to the Romans
he writes: “now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification.
The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Romans 6: 22-23)

A story was told about St Jerome and his conversation with the baby Jesus on a Christmas Eve.

After many years spent in Jerusalem translating the Word of God, Jerome finished his grand project just days before Christ-
mas. To celebrate his accomplishment, Jerome decided to spend Christmas Eve in nearby Bethlehem, in one of the many grot-
toes that dot the countryside. According to the ancient account, sometime around midnight Jesus appeared to him, saying
“Jerome, what will you give me for my birthday?”

Immediately and enthusiastically, Jerome declared, “Lord, I give you my translation of your word.” But instead of congratu-
lating him, Jesus simply replied, “No, Jerome, that is not what I want.” (He gave him the wisdom, understanding,
knowledge and health to accomplish that).

Jerome was speechless. ... Jerome started suggesting other ways of honouring Jesus’ birthday — fasting, becoming a hermit, giv-
ing his possessions to the poor. To each of these Jesus replied, “No. Jerome. That is not what I want most.” (and I add
again, because all those came from Him). Finally, Jerome protested, “Then you tell me, Lord. Tell me what would give
you the most joy on your birthday, and you shall have it.” “Do you promise, Jerome?” “Yes, Lord, anything at all.” (replied
Jerome). Jesus replied, “Give me your sins...” “Hearing this, he wept, out of joy and love for the loving Jesus.”

Unless we understand, as St Paul said, that “He sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from all wicked-
ness and to purify a people so that we could be his very own and would have no ambition except to do good,”
Christmas may not touch the fabric of our spirituality. It will remain a social event, a period of holidaying.

May the new born King, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, reign supreme in our hearts.
Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year 2018.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya




CHURCHES MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

St Brigid’s Church |Week Day Mass / g N

39-49 McLaren Rd | Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday 7.00 am _—l iy
W) e Pl Wednesday 5.45 pm Ji

St John’s Church | Saturday 9.00 am ’
Windabout Rd Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the First Saturday of each month at /
Beechmont Q

SCHOOL The next Anointing Mass will be 3rd February 2018

St Brigid’s Sunday Mass
Primary
McLaren Road Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm
Nerang Q 4211 Sunday 8.30 am

Phone: 5596 4188
Rosary

WEB PAGE: Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
www.sb.qld.edu.au | Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
DAVID SEWELL Divine Mercy Prayer Thursday 7.30am
Principal

Adoration Holy Hour with Benediction: Thursday 6-7pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday 9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church  Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Sunday 8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s  Sunday 14th January 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

We pray for the recently dece a s e dBishop John Gerry

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Clive Scrivens and
lan Collins

We al so r emembe+rmatyh eihre yf abrei Icioersf ort ed and supporf
This Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan and Jim Gardiner

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

Please Note : We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the
Lord’s Body and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is
received by drinking from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the con-
secrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

It is now time to enrol children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age
but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9
years of age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist.

The parent meeting will be held in February and all parents who wish to enrol their child or children for
2018 please contact the office to obtain the enrolment forms. We will celebrate the Sacrament of Con-
firmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday 24th
November 2018 at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November 2018 at 8.30am.

BAPTISM PREPARATION

The first preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 18th February at
10.00am in St Brigid’s Church. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few
months are encouraged to attend.

RITE OF ELECTION 2018

The Rite of Election for 2018 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Ste-
phen on the First Sunday of Lent, 18th February at 3.0pm.

Anyone wishing to become a Catholic should call the office on Tuesday or Thursday to pick up an Enrol-
ment Form. All forms for 2018 should be completed and returned to the office by the end of December
2017.

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Mark 10:14

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life,
respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by all.

This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, behav-
iours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State. The
full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.

The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at
6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month outside school holidays. For more infor-
mation please call the Parish Office.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND AD-
HERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy
Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to
the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
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the Holy Land!

With 8-Day Holy Land Tours starting from $3446*
Jordan, Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee, tour of Churches in Capernaum,
( iDestiny

Mount of Beatitudes and Nazareth, Jordan River, Cave of Elijah, Haifa,
7‘ e, / Jerusalem and the Old City, Bethlehem, EinKarem, the Dead Sea,
ra Jericho and Madaba

Contact: SurenBalasuriya

Phone: 1300 200 100 b SRS
Email: sales@idestinytravel.com.au!
Web: www.idestinytravel.com.au =

Tour Contact: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

-star hotels \ All meals’® All tours are accompamcd bya-

*Price.includes: * All air fares ¢ All transfcrs tg\ll acqgl@noda onin
spiritual director servicing the Holy Mass ® Scruces dfﬂ;ofessnondl guides throughout thc tour ¢ Conditions apply
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