FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR A 26TH MARCH 2017

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call
the Parish Office.

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

There will be Stations of the Cross every Friday evening during Lent at 6.00pm in St Brigid’s Church.
BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Ciena Elizabeth Rose Nott who is being baptised this weekend. We pray
that she will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all her life's journey.
We pray for her parents, family and godparents.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. In the Parish Centre
Please come along and bring your craft projects and join the ladies and enjoy morning tea. Everyone
welcome. For further information please contact the Parish Office.

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Reflection 4th Sunday in Lent
Dear People of God

PROJECT
COMPASSION
.

With limited support in Vietnam for the education and social inclusion of children with disabilities, young Nguyet lived
an isolated life. Then, through a neighbour, her family became involved with a Caritas-Australia supported program offering her education, creative outlets and community interaction, and strengthening her parents’ skills and support networks. Now Nguyet’s mother has great hope for her future.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2017 and give children living with disabilities in Vietnam the opportunity for education and inclusion in their community.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 29th April 2017

EUTHANASIA
Paul Russell and Bill Muehlenberg Prominent interstate speakers present live
- An opportunity not to be missed
- Controversial and timely
- Includes book launch
Cost: $10 – with light meal Where: Sacred Heart Hospitality Room Clear Island Waters When: 6:30pm Sunday 2 April
RSVP: Fiona on 5578 1513 or 0457781513 (Cherish Life – Gold Coast Branch)
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at Tuesday 21st March 2017
1ST COLLECTION: $
754.00
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,192.80
- For Parish expenses
such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 15,345.86
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Fr Isidore
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website.

Have you ever felt forgotten? Have you ever felt that you are being ignored? Have you ever felt jealous of others or
envied others thinking they look better than you, or are better placed or more blessed than you? Have you reason to
blame someone else, let’s say your parents or teachers or wife or husband for mishaps that you suffered or now suffer? Have you been hurt deeply because someone is blaming you for the bad turn of events in their life after you
have done your best for him or her? Dear Friends I could go on and on and ask similar questions. If your answer to
any or some of those questions is yes, then we have to read and reread the readings of today.
In the first reading, David was forgotten, was not regarded as fit for anointing as a king. But God who looks at the
heart and not at appearances, called him out and commanded that he should be anointed a King. No wonder he
wrote today’s Responsorial Psalm 23: “The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I shall want …” Though we may
be of a humble state or background, the Lord who is our Shepherd knows us through and through, and He has a
high regard for us. In comparison, human regard means nothing. We should understand like Hannah that “The Lord
brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up. The Lord sends poverty and wealth; he
humbles and he exalts. He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with
princes and has them inherit a throne of honour. For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s; on them he has set
the world.” (1 Samuel 2:6-8).
Why worry about your condition. Job says “When they cast thee down, thou shalt say, “There is lifting up’; And
the humble person he will save” (Job 22:29). Hang on to life as you profess your faith in God’s hearing, “I know
that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.” (Job 19:25). Yes, in the end he will rise up to
my situation and he will keep silent no more. Even if I pass through the valley of shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil, for the Lord is with me ( see Psalm 23). He knows what to do as long as we have done our best. There’s no
point blaming anyone for our bad condition(s). Looking at the man born blind, the disciples of Jesus in today’s
Gospel reading asked, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, for him to have been born blind?” And Jesus
replied “Neither he nor his parents sinned. He was born blind so that the works of God might be displayed in
him.” Our affliction is God’s opportunity to showcase His Authority over monstrosities that threaten our life and
wellbeing.
If only we can raise our voice to him either for ourselves or for others, He will turn His merciful gaze towards us or
them, and let his light shine on them or on us. For as Isaiah says, “I will wait for the Lord, who is hiding his face
from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has given me are signs
and portents in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion.” (Isaiah 8:17-18). We, like the man born
blind in today’s gospel reading, are for signs and wonders from God. He saw the amazing grace of God when Jesus
opened his eyes. He was bold to do what Jesus told him to do and boldly talked about him. But the Jews abused
him for that and insulted him because of what they thought of his past. “Are you trying to teach us,’ they asked
‘and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they drove him away.” His eyes of faith were
opened and the Jews who claimed to have been born with good sight couldn’t recognise the Light of the world –
Jesus.
We need to walk the path of faith in the light of faith once our eyes of faith are opened. Through Baptism, our eyes
of faith were enlightened. We became children of God, and so are the children of Light. May we then walk like
children of light, as St Paul says in today’s second reading, “for the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth.” Let us “try to discover what the Lord wants of (us), having nothing to do with the
futile works of darkness but exposing them by contrast”

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Windabout Rd
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Phone: 5596 4188
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

FIRST READING.

Week Day Mass
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday Mass

7am
9am

Saturday Vigil

6.00 pm

Sunday
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday
Divine Mercy Prayer
Wednesday
Adoration with Benediction Thursdays

8.30 am

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Next Mass at St John’s

10.30am

Palm Sunday 9th April

7.30am
8.30am
7.30am
7-8pm

10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus.
We pray for the recently deceased:
and

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time : Eddy McGregor
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Christine De Barro, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy and Joan Gordon
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

APPRECIATION
Once again, on behalf of the entire Parish (Church and School) community, I wish to thank His Grace, Most
Rev. Mark Coleridge for the love and care he has shown to our Parish, and for presiding over the installation
ceremony that took place yesterday. I thank the Vicar General, Very Rev. Msgr Peter Meneely for coming. I
thank the Deans of Deaneries and all the clergy that were present.
I thank immensely the Finance Council members for their support. I thank all our Parishioners especially,
those who worked tirelessly to see that we had a wonderful celebration—the Principal, staff and students of
our St Brigid’s Primary School, the working bees, the Sacristans, the Altar Servers, the Readers, the Coordinators, the Parish Secretary and all those who have contributed in one way or the other to make that Installation a wonderful event. I join the author of the Letter to the Hebrews to tell you all that your reward is assured. “For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for Him and how you have
shown your love to Him by caring for other believers, as you still do” (Hebrews 6:10)
To all my friends and well wishers from far and near, and to those who wished to but couldn’t make it to this
place, I say a big thank you. Your love, prayerful support and encouragement are well acknowledged. And to
all, for all you have given, I pray that: “A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over,
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6: 38).
Remain ever blessed
Rev Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A - 26TH MAR 2017
1 Sm 16:1. 6-7. 10-13

A reading from the first book of Samuel
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a
king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands there
before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does not
see as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There
is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down
to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said,
‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers;
and the spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with him from that day on.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM.

Ps 22 R. v.1

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want
SECOND READING Eph 5:8-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile
works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed even
to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it is
said:
Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you

GOSPEL

Jn 9:1-41

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his parents sinned,’ Jesus answered, ‘he was born blind so that
the works of God might be displayed in him.
‘As long as the day lasts I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; the night will soon be here when no one
can work. As long as I am in the world I am the light of the world.’
Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him,
‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came
away with his sight restored.
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said,
‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So they said to him,
‘Then how do your eyes come to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste, daubed my eyes with it and said
to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so I went, and when I washed I could see.’ They asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ he answered.
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a Sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened
the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed,
and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does not keep the Sabbath.’ Others said,
‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again,
‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.
However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been blind and had gained his sight, without first sending for his parents
and asking them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say was born blind? If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know he is our son and we know he was born blind, but we don’t know how it is that he can see now, or
who opened his eyes. He is old enough: let him speak for himself.’ His parents spoke like this out of fear of the Jews, who had
already agreed to expel from the synagogue anyone who should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This was why his parents
said, ‘He is old enough; ask him.’
So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to God! For our part, we know that this man is a sinner.’ The
man answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I was blind and now I can see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he
do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it
all again? Do you want to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at him: ‘You can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we
are disciples of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this man, we don’t know where he comes from.’ The man
replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing thing! He has opened my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! We know that
God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does listen to men who are devout and do his will. Ever since the world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man who was born blind; if this man were not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.’
‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they drove him
away. Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’
‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to
you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him.
Jesus said: ‘It is for judgement that I have come into this world, so that those without sight may see and those with sight turn
blind.’ Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied:
‘Blind? If you were, you would not be guilty, but since you say, “We see”, your guilt remains.’

