4 Week Retreat in Daily Life—In Friendship with
Jesus A structured program of daily prayer from Monday to Thursday and a Sunday exercise. Retreatants
meet weekly to share their experience in spiritual conversation facilitated by Spiritual Director.
Monday 11th, 18th, 25th Sept, 2nd, 9th Oct 10am –
11.30am St Monica’s Church, 485 Golden Four Dr,
Tugun Or 7 pm –8.30pm Sacred Heart Church, Parish Hospitality Centre, 50 Fairway Dr, Clear Island Waters. Contact Helen Goldsmith,

CAKE / CRAFT STALL
As part of the Parish Fundraising, there will be a
cake/craft stall on the 1st Sunday of each month after the 8.30am Mass. Note there will be no stall in
September,
The next stall will be 1st October.
FUND RAISING
Fathers Day Raffle Drawn 3rd September.
1st Prize—Wheelbarrow full of goodies
2nd Prize—Coffee Machine with Accessories
3rd Prize—Pressure Cooker
Please support this raffle by purchasing tickets.
Tickets $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00

Fr Isidore

A BIG THANK YOU FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH PLANNED GIVING
We thank our Parishioners who have responding to our call to be part of the Parish Planned Giving. Some Parishioners are yet to respond.
The new envelopes for the Planned Giving are available for all those who indicated they wish to contribute by envelope. If you have in the
past indicated you wish to contribute by envelope and now wish to discontinue please call the office during office hours. If your Planned Giving Envelope Pack has not been received please call the office. The Parish relies on you financial support for its existence, maintenance and growth. God also
expects to see your token of gratitude given to him through the Church amidst other forms of your expression of gratitude to Him. So, consider giving
bounteously, for God gives and can give more than we can ever imagine. God bless you.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call the Parish Office.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.

Cherish Life Qld is open to people of all faith backgrounds. The common bond of all members is the regard for human
life from conception to natural death. The Gold Coast branch is starting monthly meetings. The intention is to help prepare
members to defend Life from deceitful and uninformed attacks. Also to become a force to promote Life and counter the culture of death with whatever reasonable means available. Meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of each month (starting
5th September at 6.30pm in St Brigid’s Parish Centre 39-49 McLaren Road, Nerang. Contact Fiona h: 07 5578 1513 m:
0457 781 513
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Dear Brothers and Sisters
Philosophers, scientists, and psychologists, following the Socratic Dictum: ‘Man know thyself’, have shown
and emphasised the importance of self-knowledge to human beings and to humanity in general. In today’s gospel, Jesus points to the terminus ad quo and terminus ad quem, the beginning and the end of such human inquiry to know oneself or the other. The authentic knowledge of man, whether of self or of the other, is always
a God -given knowledge revealed or infused into humans. Jesus is God-revealing-man-to-man. He is the alpha
and omega, the one who holds the key of David. Hence, the first reading was a prophesy not only about Eliakim son of Hilkiah, but of Jesus Christ, to whom St John consummately applied that prophesy, saying: ‘These
are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut,
and what he shuts no one can open.’ (Rev. 3:7). Jesus is the reliable peg driving into a firm place, worthy of
trust. He is the Rock who turned Simon into a rock, gave him a new Name ‘Peter’, handed over to him the
keys of His Kingdom, and made him the first Pope (Papa, father) to the inhabitants of the new Jerusalem - the
Church. (John 21:17). And He does not disappoint. He is the head of His body, the Church, built upon Peter,
and the gates of hell, the forces of evil, can never hold out against her. But do we know Him?
While in the region of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked his disciples ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ He
already knew the answer but still want an answer. His disciples answered, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ Nowadays, who do people say Jesus is? What are
people’s opinion of him and of His body - the Church? Does people’s action show how much they know about
Jesus? I would like to know. I would like to read your emails on this.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 22nd August 2017
1ST COLLECTION: $
571.55
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
985.25 - For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 12,584.64
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and your divine rewards.

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME— YEAR A - 27TH AUGUST 2017

However, it seems Jesus was not so much concerned about what we have heard people say about him. So, he
asked his disciples, (you and me): ‘But you, who do you say I am?’ Among the twelve apostles, Simon Peter
spoke up, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied,
Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed
this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I
will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered
bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.
As Christians, the level of our intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ determines our level of participation in His
Person, power, authority, mission and glory, here on earth. In Acts of the Apostles, some Jewish exorcists,
who, after hearing St Paul’s preaching about Jesus, and after seeing the power he wielded by performing miracles, healing the sick and casting out demons in the name of Jesus Christ, decided to exorcise people in the
Name of Jesus also. Among them were seven sons of Sceva, who went home to a demon-possessed person to
cast the demon out.
The Bible says: “the evil spirit answered and said, ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?’
Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against
them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. This became known both to Jews and
Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.
Sometimes, when we Christians try to profess and live out our Christian faith, life’s troubles leap on us, overpower us and prevail against us, simply because we lack an intimate personal knowledge of Jesus, the Word of
God. God says: ‘My people perish for lack of knowledge.’ (Hosea 4:6). If we make effort to understand who
Jesus is, to know Him personally, being ready and interested to answer promptly His question ‘who do you say
I am?’, then God will reveal to us individually and as a Parish/school community, who Jesus is. As the scripture says: ‘no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.’ (1 Cor. 12:3). But not only that, as we
try to discover and uncover him to the world as revealed to us, he in turn will disclose to us who we really are
– our God-given names and purposes, our struggles and victories in life, our mission and place in God’s plan
of salvation. May God grant us to know Him. Remain blessed.
Rev. Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

CHURCHES

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH FROM 1ST JULY 2017

St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

The Mass at 9.00am on the First Saturday of each month will be a Mass
For the Sick with Anointing

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

The next Anointing Mass will be 2nd September, 2017
Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm, Saturday at 8.30am
And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer

Thursday

7.30am

Adoration

Thursday

7-8pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 10th September 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Patricia Best, Myrna Grefalda Encarnacion, Arduino Vettori,
Delfin and Louie Grefalda
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Luigina Rizzo, Maureen Hart
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon and Tina Vettori
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 17th September at
10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised during October , November December are
invited to attend. Please note the time in last weeks newsletter was incorrect. We apologise for any confusion.
Celebrate Our Lady’s Birthday at the Shrine of Our Lady Help of Christians, Marian
Valley, Canungra on Saturday 2nd September 2017. The celebrant and homilist will be
Most Rev Bishop Columba MacBeth-Green OSPPE. The bus leaves Sacred Heart
Church Clear Island Waters at 8.15am and the cost is $20.00 per person return.
To book a seat please call Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950.

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A. 27 Aug 2017
FIRST READING.

Is 22:19-23

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of the palace:
I dismiss you from your office, I remove you from your post, and the same day I call on my servant Eliakim son of
Hilkiah. I invest him with your robe, gird him with your sash, entrust him with your authority; and he shall be a
father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the House of Judah. I place the key of the House of David on his
shoulder; should he open, no one shall close, should he close, no one shall open. I drive him like a peg into a firm
place; he will become a throne of glory for his father's house.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8

(R.) Lord, your love is eternal;
do not forsake the work of your hands.
1.
I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.)
2.

3.

The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
And the haughty he knows from afar.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands. (R)

I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)

SECOND READING.

Rom 11:33-36

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom and knowledge – and how impossible to penetrate his motives
or understand his methods! Who could ever know the mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could
ever give him anything or lend him anything? All that exists comes from him; all is by him and for him. To him be
glory for ever! Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.

Mt 16:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my Church;
the gates of hell will not hold out against it.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL.

Mt 16:13-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son
of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’
‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the
living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed
this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And
the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever
you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in
heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 30th September 2017
2017 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME

Confirmation Preparation Meetings for Parents and Children ends this weekend.

Confirmation will be Friday 1st September at 6.00pm. We encourage all our Parishioners to please attend. We will be having Bishop Joseph Oudeman to confirm our Children.
Let us come to make him welcome, and to share in the joys of our Kids. Parents, could you bring a plate?

