17th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 29th July 2018
St Brigid’s St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal and Membership Drive. Weekend 28th and 29th July
It's hard to imagine in a country like ours, 731,000 children living below the poverty line. In fact, each
night in Queensland there are 3,372 children under the age of 12 forced to sleep rough, in run-down houses
and tents, and in unsafe spaces. Nerang also has great need and the work of our local conference visit approx.
15 – 20 families and individuals each week.
At Mass on Saturday 28th July and Sunday 29th July members of our conference will briefly explain
how much your financial support is vital to help local families and individuals in need. This will also be
an opportunity for you to discern whether you would like to become a conference member and support with
your valuable time. All donations to Vinnies Winter Appeal are tax-deductible. For more information call
1800 846643
RCIA ENROLMENT NOW OPEN
The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for adults who have not received the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation . Anyone wishing to be initiated fully into the Catholic Faith should
call the office on Monday or Friday 9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday and Thursday 9.00am to 3.30pm or the school office to pick up
an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for 2019 should be completed and returned to the office by the end of August. 2018.

PLANNED GIVING

The Envelopes for the Planned Giving are available on the table at the entrance to the Church. Thank you to everyone
who responded. If you are not yet committed to the Planned Giving and would like to be please contact the office on
Tuesday or Thursday for further information.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 24th July 2018
1ST COLLECTION: $

784.20

$

1,274.90

2ND COLLECTION:

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NO INTEREST LOAN SCHEME

Do you know someone who is receiving a Centrelink payment or low income?
Do they need a new household appliance or medical equipment?
Have they lived at their current address for at least 3 months?
Well, why not tell them about the St Vincent de Paul Society Qld no interest loan programs.
Loans can be up to $1,200.00 for household items and medical equipment, with repayments as low as $30.00 per fortnight.
For more information on how to apply please call the NILS office on 3010 1029




IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
. here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
We
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please
go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Dear friends
Following last Sunday’s readings, we see in today’s first reading and the Gospel God’s compassionate longing to
feed and care for his hungry sheep. The Lord is our shepherd, there is nothing we shall want. He makes us to lie
down in green pastures and in abundance, and he refreshes our drooping spirit (see Psalm 23). This appears
unbelievable, but today’s readings tell us that God is an ever-dependable provider. He provides, not only food on
the table, but whatever we should ask in faith – peace in the family; health of body and soul; economic security;
meeting up mortgage payment; settling a quarrel; getting a good job or accommodation of one’s own; having
obedient and intelligent kids, a loving wife, a caring husband, a peaceful neighbour, cooperative colleagues, a good
car, etc.
In the first reading, a man brought to the prophet Elisha, a first-fruits offering of “twenty barley loaves and fresh
grains in the ear. Elisha ordered him to give that to a group of one hundred men to eat. “But his servant replied,
‘How can I serve this to a hundred men?” Elisha insisted that he should give the men the bread to eat, because the
Lord says this “They will eat and have some left over.” So, the servant “served them; they ate and had some
over, as the Lord had said”.
In the Gospel reading, Jesus fed a crowd with five barley loaves and two fish. First of all, he said to Philip “Where
can we buy some bread for these people to eat?” Jesus knew they did not have enough food, nor enough money to
buy enough food for the crowd. The reading says: “He himself knew exactly what he was going to do”. Jesus’
question to Philip was: “where can we buy…?” and not “how much money do we have to buy bread …?”. But
Philip’s answer “Two hundred denarii would only buy enough to give them a small piece each.” Andrew, another
apostle of Jesus, interjected “There is a small boy here with five barley loaves and two fish; but what is that between
so many?”. After feeding the people, they collected twelve hampers full of left over from the meal of five barley
loaves.
When the people saw this miracle performed by Jesus, the son of the God-of-the-impossible, they said “This really
is the prophet who is to come into the world.” And they wanted to grab him and make him king, but Jesus escaped
back to the hills by himself. For the people, what Jesus did was what a prophet should do - to trust God and feed
the people. We are called to be prophets. St Paul in today’s second reading implores us, as he did the Ephesian
Christians of his time, to lead a life worthy of our vocation; to bear with one another charitably, in complete
selflessness, gentleness and patience; and to do all we can to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace that binds
us together. This, we should do, because we are all one and “there is one Body, one Spirit, just as [we] were all
called into one and the same hope when [we] were called. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God
who is Father of all, through all and within all.”
To some, this feeding of these five thousand men plus other women and children, never happened. For them, it is
one of those bible stories that should be interpreted metaphorically. My question is: ‘Why would human beings
think that because it is impossible for men, therefore it would be impossible for God as well?’. We lack the faith to
believe what the Sovereign Lord says through Jeremiah the Prophet: "I am the LORD, the God of all people. Nothing is too difficult for me. (Jeremiah 32:27)”. The reaction of Elisha’s servant and those of Philip and Andrew show
how people’s focus on human limitations could instigate a resistance to the flow of God’s goodness to others.
Our focus on our limitations and shortcomings can hinder God’s limitless power and unlimited flow of mercy, compassion, goodness and grace. Why can’t we trust in God and in his Word, Jesus? All we need do in moments of difficulty and/or privation, is to acknowledge in prayer of faith, like Jeremiah did: “Sovereign Lord, you made the earth
and the sky by your great power and might; nothing is too difficult for you.” (Jeremiah 32:17). And as the Psalmist
says: “I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; From where shall my help come? My help comes from the LORD, Who
made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2). Yes, he is our help in times of difficulty. Our help is from him who can
create out of nothing, and still can provide for others through us, especially through the Vennies. Enjoy the week.

Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 4th August 2018

Sunday Mass

FIRST READING

A reading from the second book of the Kings
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing Elisha, the man of God, bread from the first-fruits, twenty barley
loaves and fresh grain in the ear. ‘Give it to the people to eat,’ Elisha said. But his servant replied, ‘How can I
serve this to a hundred men?’ ‘Give it to the people to eat’ he insisted ‘for the Lord says this, “They will eat
and have some left over.”’ He served them; they ate and had some over, as the Lord had said.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

1.

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

2.

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

2 Kgs 4:42-44

Sunday 26th August 10.30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Scott Mintie
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Frank Rosier, Edward Southon
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Margaret Allen, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul
Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Christine Kay, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
on Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

29th July, and 3rd August, 2018. Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.

Program for meetings for the candidates to receive First Holy Communion will be out sometime later.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Next meeting is Saturday 25th August 2018. Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

20th Priestly Anniversary
Father Isidore would like to invite all parishioners and friends to a Mass of Thanksgiving at
8.30am on Sunday 19th August to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of his Priestly Ordination.
Mass will be followed by Morning Tea in the Parish Centre. Please come along and join us to
celebrate God’s wonderful achievements, his mercy and grace through these years.

Ps 144:10-11, 15-18. R. v.16

(R.) The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs.
All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God. (R.)
The eyes of all creatures look to you
and you give them their food in due time.
You open wide your hand,
grant the desires of all who live. (R.)

SECOND READING

3.

The Lord is just in all his ways
And loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
who call on him from their hearts. (R.)

Eph 4:1-6

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy of your vocation. Bear with one another charitably,
in complete selflessness, gentleness and patience. Do all you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace
that binds you together. There is one Body, one Spirit, just as you were all called into one and the same hope
when you were called. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of all, through all
and within all.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lk 7:16

Alleluia, alleluia!
A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Jn 6:1-15

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of Galilee – or of Tiberias – and a large crowd followed him,
impressed by the signs he gave by curing the sick. Jesus climbed the hillside, and sat down there with his
disciples. It was shortly before the Jewish feast of Passover.
Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy some bread for these
people to eat?’ He only said this to test Philip; he himself knew exactly what he was going to do. Philip
answered, ‘Two hundred denarii would only buy enough to give them a small piece each.’ One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said, ‘There is a small boy here with five barley loaves and two fish; but what
is that between so many?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Make the people sit down.’ There was plenty of grass there, and
as many as five thousand men sat down. Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and gave them out to all who
were sitting ready; he then did the same with the fish, giving out as much as was wanted. When they had eaten
enough he said to the disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that nothing gets wasted.’ So they picked them
up, and filled twelve hampers with scraps left over from the meal of five barley loaves. The people, seeing this
sign that he had given, said, ‘This really is the prophet who is to come into the world.’ Jesus, who could see
they were about to come and take him by force and make him king, escaped back to the hills by himself.

