FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR A.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call
the Parish Office.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

There will be Stations of the Cross every Friday evening during Lent at 6.00pm in St Brigid’s Church.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. In the Parish Centre
Please come along and bring your craft projects and join the ladies and enjoy morning tea. Everyone
welcome. For further information please contact the Parish Office.
PROJECT
COMPASSION
.

With limited support in Vietnam for the education and social inclusion of children with disabilities, young Nguyet lived
an isolated life. Then, through a neighbour, her family became involved with a Caritas-Australia supported program offering her education, creative outlets and community interaction, and strengthening her parents’ skills and support networks. Now Nguyet’s mother has great hope for her future.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2017 and give children living with disabilities in Vietnam the opportunity for education and inclusion in their community.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 29th April 2017

EUTHANASIA
Paul Russell and Bill Muehlenberg Prominent interstate speakers present live
- An opportunity not to be missed
- Controversial and timely
- Includes book launch
Cost: $10 – with light meal Where: Sacred Heart Hospitality Room Clear Island Waters When: 6:30pm Sunday 2 April
RSVP: Fiona on 5578 1513 or 0457781513 (Cherish Life – Gold Coast Branch)
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.

Visit the Holy Land with

iDestiny Travel

Tour Contact: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
Nerang Catholic Parish.

8-Day Holy Land Tours starting from $3446

Jordan, Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee, tour of Churches in Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes and Nazareth, Jordan River,
Cave of Elijah, Haifa, Jerusalem and the Old City, Bethlehem, EinKarem, Dead Sea, Jericho and Madaba.
Contact: Suren Balasuriya
Phone: 1300 200 100
Email: sales@idestinytravel.com.au
Web: www.idestinytravel.com.au

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website.
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ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au
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Reflection for 5th Sunday in Lent
Dear People of God,
The scripture most often uses figurative language to make God’s word relevant and applicable to varied situations
of our human life and living. In the first reading God says: “I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise
you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord,
when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people.” God was talking to a people who were still
alive. But He spoke metaphorically to His people, who, as punishment for their sins, were in slavery in their land of
exile. God had warned them through the prophets especially Isaiah and Jeremiah, of that impending punishment
due to sin, calling them to repentance. They wouldn’t listen. Now in their land of exile, every effort and revolt to
regain freedom failed. They fell into despair. All hope was gone. they were like in a grave, the place of no return.
God now promises rescue. The Grave then is anything that alienates us from God’s kingdom, enslaves or oppresses
us; any hopeless situation; or any condition/place at which life and consciousness cease. Sometimes, people might
think they are not dead but are incapacitated because they are buried in sin, shame, fear or ignorance.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus said to His believing Jews, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples,
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” And they said, “We are descendants of Abraham,
and have never been in bondage to anyone. …” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. …. So, if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8: 31-36). They never knew they were slaves buried in sin.
In the second reading, St Paul writes: “Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you
then your spirit is life itself …” Committing sin, any sin at all, is doing the Satan’s work, and the wages we get for
such job is death (see Romans 6:23). Jesus came to destroy the works of Satan, (see 1 John 3:8), and to save us
from death (see Hebrews 2:14). Sin kills. Although alive and active physically, we were helplessly dead in sin, buried in the tomb of spiritual darkness until Jesus came. He is our hope of life, Christ in us, our hope of glory (see
Colossians 1:27).
In today’s gospel, Mary and Martha thought Jesus responded late to their invitation to come and heal their sick
brother, Lazarus. They blamed Jesus for coming late. They knew he could have done something had he Showed up
on time. “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” Lazarus was dead and had been buried for
four days. It seemed hopeless. Yet Martha could express her faith: “but I know that even now, whatever you ask of
God, he will grant you.” Jesus said to her “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said, “I know he will rise again at
the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even
though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ And she answered, “Yes, Lord, I believe ….”
Martha then called Mary to come and meet Jesus. When He saw their tears “Jesus wept” (the shortest verse in the
Bible). Jesus wept, not because He was helpless and hopeless, but because of the evil effects of sin and death on the
human body and soul which He loves dearly. On reaching the grave he said, “Take the stone away.” Martha said to
him, “Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.” Jesus replied, “Have I not told you that if you believe you
will see the glory of God?”
Why do we, like Martha, with all our fat faith, think sometimes that there’s nothing we can do about that ugly and/
or hopeless situation. Jesus is asking us again, “Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of
God?” Maybe, we think we have been in the grave for so long, or that if we open our graves, the situation might be
stinking, shameful, hurtful, dangerous to others’ physical, emotional, psychological and/or spiritual health. And like
Martha, we tend to object to the command to open the grave so that the Word of God may enter and lift us out of
the grave, (whatever that grave might be). Jesus says: “It is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life.” (John 6:63). The entrance of the word gives life. Do you
believe this? Then open the grave and let God’s words enter. Let us allow the grave to be opened as we approach
the confessional and let God’s Spirit enter and renew in us our baptismal grace as we march on into Easter.

Please Note

There will be no Morning Mass on Thursday 6th April, 2017 as the
Parish Priest attends Clergy Convocation in Brisbane.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year A. 2 Apr 2017

Week Day Mass
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday Mass

7am
9am

Saturday Vigil

6.00 pm

Sunday
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday
Divine Mercy Prayer
Wednesday
Adoration with Benediction Thursdays

8.30 am

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Next Mass at St John’s

10.30am

Palm Sunday 9th April

7.30am
8.30am
7.30am
7-8pm

10.30am

FIRST READING

Ez 37:12-14

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back
to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the
Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 129. R. v.7
(R.) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption
SECOND READING

Rom 8:8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ
you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life
itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who
raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.
GOSPEL Jn 11:1-45
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus.
We pray for the recently deceased:

BERENEICE MAY SMITH

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. – It
was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair.
The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will
end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’

and

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time : Christopher and Florence Enyinnaya
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Christine De Barro, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Richard McGuire, Valda Silvy and Joan Gordon
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

CONGRATULATIONS FR KEN— OUR BISHOP-ELECT
We join the Archdiocese of Brisbane and the entire Australian Church in thanking God for the appointment of Fr Ken Howell as the new Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese.
Fr Ken will be ordained bishop in St Stephen’s Cathedral on 14th June, 2017 at 11.00am.
We pray for him as the Lord prepares him for the office the Lord, in His goodness, has given to him.
Good day mate!
Just wondering if you have read this before. It is worth sharing with you. It’s from the Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium: The Joy of the Gospel, n.64, (St Pauls Publications ed.). Enjoy reading it.
The process of secularization tends to reduce the faith and the Church to the sphere of the private and personal. Furthermore, by completely rejecting the transcendent, it has produced a growing deterioration of ethics, a weakening of
the sense of personal and collective sin, and a steady increase in relativism. These have led to a general sense of disorientation, especially in the periods of adolescence and young adulthood which are so vulnerable to change. As the bishops of the United States of America have rightly pointed out, while the Church insists on the existence of objective
moral norms which are valid for everyone, “there are those in our culture who portray this teaching as unjust, that is,
as opposed to basic human rights. Such claims usually follow from a form of moral relativism that is joined, not without inconsistency, to a belief in the absolute rights of individuals. In this view, the Church is perceived as promoting a
particular prejudice and as interfering with individual freedom”. We are living in an information-driven society which
bombards us indiscriminately with data – all treated as being of equal importance – and which leads to remarkable
superficiality in the area of moral discernment. In response, we need to provide an education which teaches critical
thinking and encourages the development of mature moral values.

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more
days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to
stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied:
‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling because he has the light of t
his world to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, because there is no light to guide him.’
He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is
able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he
meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus
had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother
would not have died, but I know that even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her
‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said:
‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live,
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see you.’
Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they
followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh
that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said,
‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have
prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said,
‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told
you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said:
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me,
but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound
with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the Jews who had
come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him.

