2017 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME

Confirmation Preparation Meeting for Parents and Children began this month of July.

2nd Confirmation Preparation Session immediately following 8.30am Mass Sunday 30th July
3rd Confirmation Preparation Session immediately following 8.30am Mass Sunday 6th August
4th Confirmation Preparation Session immediately following 8.30am Mass Sunday 13th August
5th Confirmation Preparation Session immediately following 8.30am Mass Sunday 20th August
6th Confirmation Preparation Session immediately following 8.30am Mass Sunday 27th August
Confirmation will be on Friday 1st September at 6.00pm.

Please contact the office if you have not completed the paperwork or paid .

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A - 30TH JULY 2017

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday — 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
\ WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

BAPTISM PREPARATION

The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 20th August at
11.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised during September, October or November are

advised to attend.

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

FUND RAISING CAKE / CRAFT STALL

A Fathers Day Raffle Drawn 3rd September. As part of the Parish Fundraising, there will be a cake/
Ist Pr1;e—Wheelbarr0w full of goodies ) craft stall on the 1st Sunday of each month after the

2nd Prize—Coffee Machine with Accessories 8.30am Mass. Any donations of cakes or craft would be
3rd Prize—Pressure Cooker L appreciated. Please call the parish office for further in-
Please support this raffle by purchasing tickets. formation. The first Stall will be held on Sunday 6th Au-
Tickets $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00 gust. Note there will be no stall in September

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP. The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am.
in the Parish Centre

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 25th July 2017

1ST COLLECTION: $ 638.35 - For Clergy Support

2ND COLLECTION: $ 1,185.10 - For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.

The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 13,140.53

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and your divine rewards. Fr Isidore
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE ;
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.  All Welcome. X n«%‘”'

Witk 8-Day Holy Land Tours starting from $3446*
Jordan, Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee, tour of Churches in Capernaum,

-
-
(Q ' D e S t' n y Mount of Beatitudes and Nazareth, Jordan River, Cave of Elijah, Haifa,

7‘ o // Jerusalem and the Old City, Bethlehem, EinKarem, the Dead Sea,
i Jericho and Madaba

Contact: Suren-Balasuriya Tour Contact: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
Phone: 1300 200 100 b SR -
Email: sales@idestinytravel.com.au‘

Web: .idestinytravel.com.au s

*Priceincludes: ¢ All air fares ¢ All transfers '—Al ac 'o [ationeisy 4 star hotels . All meals® All tours are accompamcd bya -
spiritual director servicing the Holy Mass * Scr“c (@,ofesslonal guides throughout thc tour * Conditionsapply = ==

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

Dearly beloved in Christ

I remember in my primary school days that we were taught, as some of us here were, that Solomon, son of King David,
was the wisest man that ever lived. How come he was so wise? Today’s first reading presents us with that story. When
God gave young king Solomon the opportunity to make a request, he requested: ‘Give your servant a heart to under-
stand how to discern between good and evil ...”. God gives each of us opportunities to ask for the most important thing
in our lives, what we desire most. What do we ask for? Do we ask for a long life for ourselves, for riches or the lives of
our enemies or ask for wisdom from above like the boy Solomon.

We need wisdom to judge correctly what we need to do, what we must do and what we should do in the face of the va-
garies, vicissitudes and uncertainties of life. Without wisdom, we will find ourselves making wrong choices that may be
detrimental to us and others either in time or eternity. Being wise, according to Macquarie Pocket Dictionary (2010), is
‘having the power of judging properly what is true or right’; or ‘being characterised by or showing such power’; or
‘having or characterised by scholarly knowledge’; or ‘having information about facts, circumstances, etc.”. Wisdom then
is ‘the quality or condition of being wise’ or ‘scholarly knowledge’. Wisdom could be good or evil. St James asks us: ‘Are
there any of you who are wise and understanding? You are to prove it by your good life, by your good deeds per-
formed with humility and wisdom.’ He went on to distinguish between wisdom that belongs to the world, which ‘is
unspiritual and demonic’ and the wisdom from above which ‘is pure first of all; it is also peaceful, gentle, and friend-
ly; it is full of compassion and produces a harvest of good deeds; it is free from prejudice and hypocrisy.’(James 3:13

It is this type of wisdom from above that Solomon asked for, and which St James, advised us to ask for, saying: ‘If any of
you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let
him ask in faith, without doubting ... .” Wisdom is a spiritual gift which manifests in anyone who receives it a supernat-
ural habit necessary for the proper exercise of the virtue of love. It is ‘a supernatural habit, by which we judge rightly con-
cerning God and divine things under the special instinct of the Holy Spirit who makes us taste these things by a cer-
tain intuition and sympathy. In other words, the truths of God begin to resonate with us and we begin to instinctively
love what God loves, will what God wills.” (Pope, C., 2010).

The Bible equates wisdom with the fear of God. The book of Sirach, for instance, says:

To fear the Lord is the first step to Wisdom. ... To fear the Lord is Wisdom at her fullest; she satisfies us com-
pletely with her gifts and fills our homes and our barns with all that our hearts can desire. To fear the Lord is
the flower of Wisdom that blossoms with peace and good health. She sends knowledge and understanding like
the rain, and increases the honour of those who receive her. To fear the Lord is the root of Wisdom; her
branches are long life. (I suggest reading Sirach 1:1ff).

To be wise then, is to fear God; to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and then receive every other
good thing we might desire. With two of the parables in today’s gospel, Jesus tells us how important and necessary it is to
prize having the kingdom above every other thing human beings can desire. He tells us that the kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field or a fine pearl of great value which those who found either one, were ready to sell everything
they owned to buy it. It is wisdom to sell everything we own to ‘buy’ heaven. This means we have to put the love of God
first in all we do, say or think. Otherwise we will be thrown away out of the kingdom at the end of time, like those useless
sea creatures in today’s third parable.

To be wise then is to show how much we love God by obeying Him. Jesus says: ‘If you love me, you will keep my com-
mandments.” (John 14:15, 21, 23; and 15:10). Today, St Paul, in the second reading, tells us that ‘by turning everything
to their good, God co-operates with all those who love him, with all those that he has called according to his pur-
pose.” As Sirach advises us If you want to be wise, keep the Lord's commands, and he will give you Wisdom in abun-
dance. Fearing the Lord is Wisdom and an education in itself.” Be wise. Have the fear of the Lord within.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH FROM 1ST JULY 2017

Week Day Mass

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday

Wednesday
Saturday

The Mass at 9.00am on the First Saturday of each month will be a Mass

For the Sick with Anointing

The next Anointing Mass will be 5th August 2017

Sunday Mass

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Rosary

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

.ﬁ‘ Wy

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm, Saturday at 8.30am

And Sunday at 8.00am

Divine Mercy Prayer

Adoration

Thursday

Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church  Saturday

Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

2nd Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 13th August

7.30am
7-8pm
9.30 am

5.15pm - 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

9.00 am

HOME VI SI TS TO THE SI

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.

CK AND AGED

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

We pray for the recently dece a s e dNorma Pauline Sherwood , Rorey Underwood

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

We al so r emembaedrmatyh @ihre yf aorei Icioersf ort ed and suppo

This Community of Faith

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,

Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Michael Lynch
Arduino Vettori Patricia Solomon and Amanda Gordon,

Frank Rosier

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL

The annual St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal will be held in our parish this weekend 29th/ 30th July.
There are envelopes on the seats for completion. A third collection will be taken up.

Please be generous to help the less fortunate.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD

Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish

Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

Next Meeting 26th August 2017

Verbum Dei Bristeze

t hei

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A, 30 Jul 2017

FIRST READING 1 Kgs-13:5. 7

A reading from the first book of the Kings

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give you.” Solomon replied,
‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant king in succession to David my father. But [ am a very young man, un-
skilled in leadership. Your servant finds himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people so
many its numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to understand how to discern between good
and evil, for who could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have
asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the
lives of your enemies, but have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give
you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had and none will have after you.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALLM Ps 118: 5/77.. -T207 7. v. 97

( RLoxd, I love your commands.

1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord, 3. Thatis why I love your commands
is to obey your word. More than finest gold.
The law from your mouth means more to me That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
than silver and gold. ( R . ) I hate false ways.

2. Let your love be ready to console me 4. Your will is wonderful indeed:
by your promise to your servant. Therefore, I obey it.
Let your love come to me and I shall live The unfolding of your word gives light
for your law is my delight. ( R . ) and teaches the simple. E

SECOND READING Rom. -380: 28

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

We know that by turning everything to their good God co-operates with all those who love him, with all those that he
has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he chose specially long ago and intended to become true images
of his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he intended for this; those he called he
justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory.

GOSPEL Mt 18244

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus said to the crowds, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he hides
it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes and
sells everything he owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the
fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no
use. | Thissishovbiywill be at the end of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them
into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?” They said, ‘Yes.” And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who becomes a disci-
ple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.’

CHILDREN"S LI TURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call the Parish Office.

ANNUAL PARISH PLANNED GIVING APPEAL

Last weekend was our Parish Planned Giving Appeal weekend. If you did not receive an Information Pack last weekend they are
available at the entrance to the church. You may fill in the paper work and return to the Church next weekend, or to the Parish of-
fice, or through post to our address. We are grateful to you for your generous support so far. The Parish relies on you financial sup-
port for its existence, maintenance and growth. God also expects to see your token of gratitude given to him through the Church
amidst other forms of your expression of gratitude to Him. So, consider giving bounteously, for God gives and can give more than
we can ever imagine. God bless you.




