Please Note: we welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrat-
ed Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.

RITE OF ELECTION 2018

The Rite of Election for 2018 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen on
the First Sunday of Lent, 18th February at 3.0pm.

Anyone wishing to become a Catholic should call the office on Tuesday or Thursday for an application form. All
forms for 2018 should be completed and returned to the office immediately.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY YEAR B—31ST DECEMBER 2017

‘ ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday — 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
Q WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
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BAPTISM PREPARATION

The first preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 18th February at
10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to at-
tend.

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

THANK YOU FOR CHRISTMAS HOSPITALITY

I WISH TO THANK, ON BEHALF OF THE PARISH, ALL THOSE WHO ORGANISED AND CON-
TRIBUTED TO THE HOSPITALITY ON CHRISTMAS EVE AND ON CHRISTMAS DAY. BE AS-
SURED OF YOUR REWARDS. YOU ARE IN OUR PRAYERS. REMAIN BLESSED.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month outside school holidays. For more infor-
mation please call the Parish Office.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP. The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. in the Parish Centre .
Everyone welcome. Craft Resumes 16th January 2018.

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

8-Day Holy Land Tours starting from $3446*
Jordan, Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee, tour of Churches in Capernaum,

o
(6 l D e s tl n y Mount of Beatitudes and Nazareth, Jordan River, Cave of Elijah, Haifa,

7‘ / Jerusalem and the Old City, Bethlehem, EinKarem, the Dead Sea,
LR Jericho and Madaba

Contact: SurenBalasuriya

Phone: 1300 200 100. =~ =
Fmail: sales@idestinytravel. com.au.
Web: www.idestinytravelicon. au =

Tour Contact: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

*Priceincludes: ¢ All air fares  All transfers '—Al i
spiritual director gervicing the Holy Mass * Scr“cw @_ofesslonal guides throughout thc tour * Conditionsapply =

-star hotels . All meals’® All toursare accompamcd bya-

Dear People of God

Today, as we all know, is the feast of the Holy Family. The Family of Joseph, Mary and Jesus is indeed a holy
one, not because Jesus the Holy One was born there, but because each of them was holy and full of faith. I
don’t think it is an easy thing for any man who discovers that the girl he was about to wed is pregnant by an-
other Person. It may even be too difficult for him to accept that girl as a wife simply because he was told in a
dream that she was innocent. It was not easy for Joseph, but he scaled through all the confusions and perplex-
ing situations of life because he used his sense of Faith. How do we use our sense of faith?

Sense of Faith is that which helps us to perceive without doubt the truth of divine revelation. Though, hard to
believe that Mary was pregnant through the power of God and by the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit, Jo-
seph still believed without doubt, what he was told in a dream. If joseph had doubted the dream and acted
otherwise, salvation history wouldn’t have been the same.

On the part of Mary, it was not easy either. Knowing fully well that she was betrothed to Joseph and prepar-
ing for a wedding, it was not easy to say ‘YES’ to the angel’s message without her husband’s consent. She did
that because she believed in a God who can touch and change the hearts of husbands, and maybe, she also
believed that Joseph, for his love of God, will accept the situation because it came from God. She presumed
Joseph’s faith and right disposition towards God’s message. Apart from that, Mary also knew that if God
would not prove Himself, she would be stoned to death for getting pregnant outside wedlock as was the Jew-
ish custom at the time. She was not deterred by her fears and confusions. Her sole concern was to do the will
of God.

Jesus himself did not find it easy at all. I do not think it is easy to abandon riches willingly in order to become
poor. God became man and was willing to taking human orders. For instance, when he was found in the tem-
ple as a young man full of zeal for God’s house, He had to obey, His parents. Each and all of the together as a
family, had their challenges, but they overcame all because their sole desire was to do the will of God, to
please God. This was shown in today’s gospel. To please God the parents of the Child Jesus came to present
him to the Lord, in obedience to the command of God handed down from Moses and the prophets. The Letter
to the Hebrews says: ‘without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” (Heb. 11:6)

Faith in God gives meaning to our love of God and neighbour. we cannot love God if we do not believe in
him. God is LOVE (1 John 4:8). How then can one love without first of all believing in LOVE? Abraham
loved God and wanted to please him at all cost. At God’s command, he even attempted to sacrifice his only
miracle child, Isaac. The first reading says: ‘Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him
justified.” God approves of his faith. Mary loved God and wanted to please him at all cost not minding the
consequences of carrying a pregnancy that was not from the husband. She was ever ready to obey God. She
said to the Angel, ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord let what you have said be done unto me.” Joseph
loved God too and did what the Angel told him in the dream.

Faith to please God is the strength of the family love. This also applies to our St Brigid’s Parish/School fami-
ly. We may have our challenges, misunderstandings, misconceptions, misjudgements, mismanagements, etc.
in the family, but our faith, our trust in God will still keep us loving till our life’s end. It is this kind of faith
that will make God to justify us for His everlasting love in heaven. St Paul says that only three things, of the
all the accompaniments of our life’s journey, last: faith, hope and love. And the greatest of them is love. May
there be Love in our families. May our love be purified by our faith and nourished by our hope of eternal glo-
ry. HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.




MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH JANUARY 2017

CHURCHES Week Day Mass
TR (e Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday 7.00 am .g )
rigid’s Churc g1z
39-49 McLaren Rd | >392y 9.00:am i
Nerang Q 4211 Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the First Saturday of each 9.00am ’
: .
St John’s Church | The next Anointing Mass will be 3rd February 2018
Windabout Rd
Beechmont
4211 @ Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm
Sunday 8.30 am
SCHOOL Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
St Brigid’s
Primary Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday 7.30am
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188 |Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday 9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church  Saturday
WEB PAGE: Sunday
www.shb.qld.edu.au | St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

5.15pm - 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

2nd Sunday of each month

DAVID SEWELL Next Mass at St John’s  Sunday 14th January 10.30 am

Principal

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED
Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

We pray for the recently deceased : Bishop John Gerry

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Clive Scrivens
and lan Collins

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan and Jim Gardiner

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

BAPTISM PRAYERS

We pray for Elena Di lorio and Danielle Gail Gordon who are being baptised today. We pray that they will
grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's journey. We pray for their
parents, family and godparents.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

It is now time to enrol children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age
but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years
of age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist.

The parent meeting will be held in February and all parents who wish to enrol their child or children for
2018 please contact the parish office to obtain the enrolment forms. We will celebrate the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday 24th
November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Year B Sunday, 31 Dec 2017
FIRST READING  Gen 15:1-6. 21:1-3

A reading from the book of Genesis

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield; your reward will be very great’.
‘My Lord’, Abram replied, ‘what do you intend to give me? I go childless...” Then Abram said, ‘See, you have given me no de-
scendants; some man of my household will be my heir.” And then this word of the Lord was spoken to him, ‘He shall not be your
heir; your heir shall be one of your own flesh and blood.” Then taking him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the
stars if you can. Such will be your descendants,” he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him
justified.

The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, and did what he had promised her. So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abra-
ham in his old age, at the time God had promised. Abraham named the son born to him Isaac, the son to whom Sarah had given
birth.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1

( RHappy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 3. Indeed thus shall be blessed
and walk in his ways! The man who fears the Lord.
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. May the Lord bless you from Zion
You will be happy and prosper. ( R. ) all the days of your life! ( R)

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. ( R . )

SECOND READING Heb 11:8. 11-12. 17-19

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that was the inheritance given to him and his descendants,
and that he set out without knowing where he was going.

It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she believed that he who had
made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man, and one who was already as good as dead
himself, more descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore.

It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only son even though the promises
had been made to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name will be carried on. He was confident that God had
the power even to raise the dead; and so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac from the dead.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Heb 1:1-2

Alleluia, alleluia!

In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets;
now he speaks to us though his Son.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 2:22-40
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord — observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to the
Lord — and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he
had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen the
Salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans
and the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign
that is rejected — and a sword will pierce your own soul too — so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood
over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and never left the Tem-
ple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke
of the child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Mean-
while the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.




