PENTECOST SUNDAY 4TH JUNE 2017

2017 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

First Communion Preparation Meeting Parents and Children
Session 4 Sunday 11th June at 10.00am
These Sessions are a priority prior to the celebration of First Eucharist.
There will be two Sessions for the 2ns Rite of the Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation). The first is for the children attending St
Brigid's Primary School on Tuesday 13th June at 11.00am. The second session will be for all the other children preparing for First
Eucharist on Friday 16th June at 6.00pm.

Please pray for the children and their families as they prepare for First Holy Communion.
First Holy Communion Masses: Saturday 17 June at 6.00pm or Sunday 18 June at 8.30am.

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Reflection
Dearly beloved brothers and sisters in Christ
On this solemn feast of Pentecost, let us reflect on the power to be fruitful Christians. The name Pentecost is an
English transliteration of the Greek word ‘Pentekoste’ meaning ‘fifty’ or ‘fiftieth’. It is originally one of the three
great Jewish feasts celebrated after Passover and Unleavened Bread, but before the feast of Tabernacles. It is celebrated a day after seven weeks (49 days) from Passover: the fiftieth day after Passover (and Unleavened Bread).
Scripturally the word Pentecost is found only in the New Testament. Its other names from the Old Testament are
Feast of Weeks (2 Chronicles 8:12-13), Day of First Fruits (Exodus 34:22; Numbers 28:26), or Feast of Harvest
(Exodus 23;16). As we heard from the first reading of today, it was to celebrate this great Jewish feast that Jews
and Proselytes to Judaism alike gathered in Jerusalem. On this same day the Holy Spirit came mightily upon the
disciples of Jesus Christ, manifesting the glory and the power of God in a very dramatic and symbolic way.
It was by divine design and not accidental, that the Christian Pentecost took place on the day of the Jewish feast of
Harvest or of First Fruits. Significantly, the Holy Spirit came down to usher in the season of thanksgiving for
Christ’s kingdom harvest. And so, as the Jews were celebrating and thanking God for the fruit of the earth and nature, Christians will be celebrating in addition, thanksgiving to God for the harvest of souls. As the old feast was to
celebrate the fruit of man’s labour, the new feast celebrates the fruits of Christ’s labour.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 9th May 2017
1ST COLLECTION:

$

722.25

- For Clergy Support

2ND COLLECTION: $
1,286.30
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 13,695.90
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and your divine rewards.

Fr Isidore

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP. The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. In the Parish Centre
Please come along and bring your craft projects and join the ladies and enjoy morning tea. Everyone
welcome. For further information please contact the Parish Office.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call the Parish Office.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website.

Hanging on the Cross, Christ said ‘It is finished (or accomplished).’ And in John’s gospel he said: “My food is to
do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then
comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. … For here the
saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour….” (John 4:34
-38 ESV). After the miraculous harvest of fishes which Peter caught in obedience to His word, He said to His first
disciples, ‘come follow me and I will make you fishers of men’ (Matthew 4:19). Towards the end of His earthly
ministry, he reminded them also: ‘You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last, …’ (John 15:16). And in Matthew he said: ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…’ (20:18-20 NRSVCE). The fruit that will last is the soul
harvested for eternal glory, that is the fruit of our witnessing for Christ. But no one can witness for Christ except by
the power of the Holy Spirit.
In today’s second reading, St Paul affirms: “No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he or she is under the influence
of the Holy Spirit”. Jesus, just before His ascension, instructed His disciples: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for
the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. …. in a few days you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit. … you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, … and to the ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:4-8). So far one can see a strong connection between witnessing for
Christ, winning souls for Christ, making disciples and bearing eternal fruits. For us to work out all these, we need
the power of the Holy Spirit.
Only the Spirit of God can make us fruitful in being fishers of human beings. Isaiah says ‘For the palace is forsaken, the populous city (the Catholic Church) deserted; the hill and the watchtower will become dens forever, a joy of
wild donkeys, a pasture of flocks; until the Spirit is poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness becomes a
fruitful field, and the fruitful field is deemed a forest.’ (Isaiah 32:15, mine in italics). When the Spirit was poured
upon them, the uneducated, timid and fearful disciples, who felt so empty and powerless, locking themselves

in for fear of the Jews, were transformed. They became bold and effective witnesses for Christ. That day,
about three thousand souls were won for Christ through their witnessing by proclamation. But for nine days,
in between Ascension and Pentecost, they had to wait in prayer in a locked room, praying to be filled with
the Spirit. How often do we as a community wait patiently and perseveringly in prayer for the Holy Spirit?
The Church needs that now more than ever.
Enjoy your weekend

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Pentecost Sunday - Year A:

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday to Friday
7am
Saturday
9am
From the 1st July 2017 the Mass on Wednesday will be at 5.30pm and no
longer 7.00am
Wednesday with be Fr Isidore’s day off.
Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Rosary
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday
Divine Mercy Prayer
Wednesday
Adoration
Thursdays

7.30am
8.30am
7.30am
7-8pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

2nd Sunday of each month

10.30am

Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 11th June

6.00 pm
8.30 am

10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Emily Evans
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Christine De Barro, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon.
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 24th June 2017

CORPUS CHRISTS PROCESSION
LET US PUBLICLY HONOUR OUR LORD THROUGH THE CITY STREETS
Sunday 18th June 2017 at 2.00pm at St Stephen’s Cathedral. Proceedings led by Archbishop Mark Coleridge.
To watch the Livestream of the Procession and for information visit the website:
www.corpuschristsbrisbane.com
In the Footsteps of Mary MacKillop
2017 National Pilgrimage
The Sisters of St Joseph invite you to join the National Pilgrimage, giving you the opportunity to journey to
significant places in Australia made holy by St Mary MacKillop.
Commence Melbourne 8 November, travel through Victoria & South Australia, conclude in Sydney 18
November 2017.
COST EX BRISBANE: $3,265.00 (all inclusive: airfares, accommodation, coach travel, admission fees and
meals). SINGLE SUPPLEMENT: $610.00
For further information or a Pilgrimage brochure, please contact Sr Therese Leydon 02 89124845 or Sr Annie
Bond 02 89124818, or at MMP.NationalPilgrimage@sosj.org.au.

FIRST READING:

Sunday, 4 Jun 2017

Acts 2:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard what sounded like a
powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech.
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this sound they all assembled,
each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language. They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said
‘all these men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans and
Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 103:1. 24. 29-31. 34. R. v.30
(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit
and renew the face of the earth.
1.
Bless the Lord, my soul!
Lord God, how great you are,
How many are your works, O Lord!
The earth is full of your riches. (R.)
2.
You take back your spirit, they die,
returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the earth. (R.)

3.

May the glory of the Lord last forever!
May the Lord rejoice in his works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to him
I find my joy in the Lord. (R)

SECOND READING: 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, but always to the same
Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working in all of them. The
particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose.
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though many, make
one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens,
and one Spirit was given to us all to drink.

GOSPEL:

Jn 20:19-23

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the
Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side.
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven:
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants within the month of July will be held on Sunday 18th June at 10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised during July, August or September are advised to attend.

