Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.
RITE OF ELECTION 2018
The Rite of Election for 2018 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen on
the First Sunday of Lent, 18th February at 3.0pm.
Anyone wishing to become a Catholic should call the office on Tuesday or Thursday for an application form. All
forms for 2018 should be completed and returned to the office immediately.
BAPTISM PREPARATION

The first preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 18th February at
10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
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Once again, during this season of Christmas, we are presented with a very familiar story in today’s Gospel Reading.
How some wise men following a star, come to Jerusalem from the East to worship the new-born king of the Jews.
And how, King Herod is concerned at what he hears from these wise men, and asks them to come and speak to him
after they had been to seen this infant king of the Jews. Allegedly this is so that Herod, too, might go and worship
the new-born King. Most likely, Herod is concerned that his own position as ‘King of the Jews’ is under threat. The
wise men then continue on their way towards this new-born King, again guided by the star. Finally, they find the
house where the child was, and ‘falling on their knees they did him homage.’

Fr Isidore

Then they leave gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But they are warned in a dream not to go back to Herod to
tell him what they have seen. They are told to ‘go home by a different way.’

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month outside school holidays. For more information please call the Parish Office.

It is all very familiar to us. But there are a number of things which are not mentioned. All that Matthew’s Gospel
tells us is that the visitors are wise men. And no mention is made of the number of them – the word ‘three’ is not
even mentioned in today’s Gospel Reading.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 2nd January 2018

840.30
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,194.80
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP. The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. in the Parish Centre .
Everyone welcome. Craft Resumes 16th January 2018.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

It is only later tradition that has come up with three visitors- no doubt because of the three gifts which they brought
to the infant King. These later traditions saw great significance in the gifts which these three kings brought. The
gold symbolised the fact that Jesus was the King whose reign would be without end. The incense was to honour the
fact that Jesus was God who made himself known in human flesh. The myrrh, a spice used in embalming, prefigures
the death of Jesus and his burial in the tomb for three days.
But how did the wise men become kings? No doubt because of today’s Responsorial Psalm which speaks of the
kings of Tarshish, Sheba, and Seba. The legends and traditions also gave them names: Caspar, Melchoir, and Balthassar.
Still later traditions concerning these kings or wise men saw them coming from different parts of the world. Once
king was supposed to be Asian, one was Arabic, one Negro. Thus, these three kings were meant to represent the
three great races of humanity. And so, the manifestation of the Christ-child to all nations on earth takes place.
All of this, though, means very little. All of the details which later tradition have filled in or even have made up, do
not really matter that much at all. It doesn’t matter whether the wise man are kings (or queens for that matter) or
not; it doesn’t matter whether there were three of them or five or ten or even twenty. For if you get caught up in
these details, we have missed something of the mystery of the Incarnation and missed something of what we do here
and now.
When we come to celebrate this Solemnity of the Epiphany-indeed when we come to celebrate any liturgy- we are
not simply remembering a past event. Rather, we are caught up in the action of God in the world now. Our celebration of any liturgy proclaims what happens today. The manifestation of Christ to the nations is not some event
trapped in time, symbolised by kings from different parts of the earth. NO! These events, happening once and for
all, transcend the time to which they belong. These events belong to all time. These events are NOW1 As the revelation of God and his saving plan that they accomplish, they bear fruit that does not perish.
So at Epiphany, we celebrate the fact that Christ is made manifest to the nations here and now. The glory of the
Lord which Isaiah speaks about in the First Reading rises in our midst. We are just as much in the stable at Bethlehem as any wise men from the East two thousand years ago. We fall on our knees and do him homage. The power
of these events, the grace they bring, is present to us even as we speak. For these are not events of history. Rather,
they are the very stuff of our salvation
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The next Anointing Mass will be 3rd February 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
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Thursday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night still covers
the earth and darkness the peoples. Above you the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The nations come
to your light and kings to your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round: all are assembling and coming
towards you, your sons from far away and the daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight you will grow radiant,
your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you; the wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come; bringing gold and
incense and singing the praise of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
1.

7.30am

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s
Sunday 14th January 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.

Iaaiah 60:1-6

2.

Ps 71:1-2,7-8,10-13. R. v. 11

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
O God, give your judgement to the king,
To a king’s son your justice,
That he may judge your people in justice
And your poor in right judgement. (R.)
In his days justice shall flourish
And peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
From the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.)

3.

4.

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute. The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate
All the nations shall serve him (R)
For he shall save the poor when they cry
And the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. (R)

SECOND READING Ephs 3:2-3, 5-6
A reading from the letter to the Ephesians
You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his
holy apostles and the prophets was unknown to any men in the past generations; it means that pagans now share the
same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body, and that the same promise has been made to them, in Christ
Jesus, through the Gospel.

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Bishop John Gerry
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Clive Scrivens
and Ian Collins
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan and Jim Gardiner
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for William Mitchell, Nixon Cowling and Macy O’Neill who are being baptised today. We pray that
they will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's journey. We pray for
their parents, family and godparents.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
It is now time to enrol children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age
but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years
of age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist.
The parent meeting will be held in February and all parents who wish to enrol their child or children for
2018 please contact the parish office to obtain the enrolment forms. We will celebrate the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday 24th
November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Mt 2:2

Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;
And have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
After Jesus had been born in Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem
from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him
homage’. When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all
the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem
in Judaea’, they told him ‘for this is what the prophets wrote:
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders Judah,
For out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the star appeared,
and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘ Go and find out all about the child’, he said ‘ and when you have found him, let me
know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there
in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward and halted over the place where the child was. The
sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense
and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different
way.

