PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY

Holy Week at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang
Palm Sunday
Sunday 9th April
Monday 10th April
Tuesday 11th April
Wednesday 12th April

Reconciliation (individual)
Mass with blessing of the Palms

7.30 am-8.15am
8.30 am

Reconciliation (individual)
Reconciliation (individual)
Reconciliation (individual)

7.30am-8.00am
7.30am-8.00am
7.30am-8.00am

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Easter Triduum
Holy Thursday
13th April

No Morning Mass on Thursday 13th April, 2017

Mass of the Lords Supper
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament till

7.00 pm
12.00 am

Stations of the Cross
Liturgy of the Lords Passion

10.00 am
3.00 pm

Dear people of God

Good Friday
14th April
Easter Sunday
Saturday 15th April
Sunday 16th April

Easter Vigil
Mass

6.30 pm
8.30 am

Easter Monday
17th April

Mass

9.00 am

FR Isidore will be on Holidays to Nigeria from after Easter to the Last week of May. Based on that:
1.
There will be no Mass at Earle Haven Retirement Village on First Friday of May.
2.
There will be Daily Masses every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
3.
No Morning Mass on Mondays until 29th of May, 2017.
4.
The weekend Masses will be as usual. Fr John Maher has graciously accepted to supply from 29th April, until I’m back.
2017 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME
Session 1 Sunday 28th May at 10.00am (after 8.30am Mass in the Church) First Communion Preparation Parent Meeting
Session 2 Saturday 3rd June at 10.30am
Session 3 Sunday 4th June at 10.00am
Session 4 Sunday 11th June at 10.00am
These Sessions are a priority prior to the celebration of First Eucharist.
First Holy Communion Masses: Saturday 17 June at 6.00pm or Sunday 18 June at 8.30am.
PROJECT
COMPASSION
.

Like many of her neighbours in her coastal village in the Philippines, Aloma feared for her family’s safety as extreme
weather battered their home and environment. But her participation in the Caritas supported Integrated Program has
offered her a leading role in helping her vulnerable community prepare for extreme weather events and work together to
protect their environment.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2017 and help vulnerable communities in the Philippines learn how to work together to care for their common home, creating a more secure environment and a more secure future for their children.
BAPTISM PREPARATION

The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants within the month of April will be held on Sunday 16th
April at 10.30am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised during June are advised to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at Tuesday 4th April 2017
1ST COLLECTION:

$

1,178.70

- For Clergy Support

2ND COLLECTION: $
1,429.55
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 14,798.59.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and your divine rewards.

9TH APRIL 2017

Fr Isidore

We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website.

On Palm Sunday, we usually read one of the Gospels just at the beginning of the Mass before the Procession or the
Solemn Entrance Commemorating the Lord’s entry into Jerusalem. Then during the Mass, the Gospel narrative of
the Lord’s Passion and Death is read. Before Jesus entered Jerusalem for the final phase of his earthly life, He instructed his disciples to get Him an ass, (a donkey) with her colt. When this was brought, His disciples “put their
garments on them, and he sat thereon.” As He rode on, most of the crowd spread their garments on the road, and
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. They were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!’ People in Jerusalem asked, ‘Who is
this?’ And the crowds said, "This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee." In the Passion we saw what happened in Jerusalem a few days after Jesus’ arrival – how He was arrested, accused wrongfully, judged and condemned unjustly by the Jewish (religious) leaders, and how he was handed over to the civil authorities, to Pilate the
Roman governor.
Pilate “knew it was out of Jealousy that they had handed Him over.” He sought to release him but the same crowd
that shouted ‘Hosanna … blessed is He ...’, and knew him as “Jesus the prophet, …” demanded His crucifixion.
Pilate tried not to be an autocrat, as do most Prime Ministers, Presidents, Parish Priests, MPs, Premiers and those in
authority - the ruling powers. He played a democrat, one who ‘respects the people’s views and opinions, leaving
them to their whims and caprices even if the views or opinions were wrong. Afraid that the people might riot, he
couldn’t release Jesus. He gave the crowd two options, either to release for them, as was the tradition during the
Passover feast, the notorious criminal in prison, Barabbas or the innocent Jesus, hoping that with the striking contrast between the worst and the best, they would, without thinking twice, choose to have Jesus released. But “They
said: Barabbas. Pilate asked what to do with Jesus who is called Christ. They all answered: “Let him be crucified!”
Pilate asked: “Why? What harm has he done?” But they shouted all the louder, “Let him be crucified!” So Pilate
said: “I am innocent of this man’s blood …” And the people, to a man, shouted back: “His blood be on us and on
our children!” Barabbas was released but Jesus was first scourged and then handed over to be crucified.
WHAT! Hang on a minute! What’s happening here? This sounds strange, but things have not changed a bit even in
our days. People can praise a person today, and days, months, or years later, condemn and crucify that same person.
The power of ‘opinion-polls’, the voice of the people – how influential! The fear of sounding different - how powerful! What a pity! Sorry Lord Jesus. We, like your beloved Judas, Peter, James and the other disciples, have sometimes betrayed, denied (denied even knowing your name), and deserted you. We are afraid to defend you in your
Church, in your brothers and sisters, afraid to stand by you and defend your teachings. We sometimes (or even always) fail to stand up for you and defend your innocence and uprightness in children and unborn babies. But you
have never failed to stand by us in our stupidity, in our sinfulness, our messiness, our weakness, our denial and betrayal of you and your body, the Church. How loving you are, that you condemn us for our sins, but have regard
for our person. We merited death but you offered us abundant life. And for this you came “that we might have life
and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). By your stripes, we are healed (Matt. 8:17, Isaiah 53:5).
How forgiving you are! Peter denied Jesus three times despite warnings that he was about to do so. He vowed he
would rather die than deny Jesus, but he failed three times in his vows. Lovingly and mercifully Jesus sought him
after His resurrection (see John 21:15-17), reassured him of His decision (see Matt. 16:15-19) to have him as the
leader of His Church, shepherd of His flock, with authority to handle the Keys of His Kingdom. Lord Jesus, You
forgave him because you saw more than the human eyes could see. Jesus said to Peter immediately after the Last
Supper, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed
for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” Peter said to him,
“Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not
crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” (Luke 22:31-34).
Lord Jesus as we come towards Easter, let us rise and turn again on the path of life eternal. Pray that our faith may
not fail. Help us to forgive those who have betrayed and denied you by the abuse scandals in your church. Grant to
victims and their families your type of strength to forgive and understand. And by your death, help us to avoid future betrayal and abuse. By your stripes heal our wounds.
Fr Isidore C. Enyinnaya
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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - Year A. 9 Apr 2017

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday Mass

7am
9am

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday
Divine Mercy Prayer
Wednesday
Adoration with Benediction Thursdays

7.30am
8.30am
7.30am
7-8pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

2nd Sunday of each month

10.30am

Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 11th June

6.00 pm
8.30 am

10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus.
We pray for the recently deceased: Maria Pokrajac
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time : Maurice Pyke
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Christine De Barro, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Richard McGuire, Valda Silvy and Joan Gordon
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

The Commemoration of the Lord's Entrance into Jerusalem
GOSPEL (AT THE BEGINNING OF MASS)
✝ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 21: 1-11
When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find an ass tied, and a colt with her; untie
them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, “The Lord has need of them,” and he
will send them immediately’. This took place to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet, saying,
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble and mounted on an ass,
and on a colt, the foal of an ass’.
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the ass and the colt, and put their garments on
them, and he sat thereon. Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road, and others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him shouted,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!’
And when he entered Jerusalem all the city was stirred, saying, ‘Who is this?’ And the crowds said,
"This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee."

FIRST READING

ISAIAH 50:4-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue.
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with speech.
Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made no
resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the
insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
1.
All who see me deride me.
3.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.)
2.
Many dogs have surrounded me,
4.
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and my feet.
I can count every one of my bones. (R.)
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 29th April 2017
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call the Parish Office.

They divide my clothing among them.
They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me! (R)
I will tell of your name to my brethren
And praise you where they are assembled.
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.
Revere him, Israel’s sons”. (R)

SECOND READING Phil 2:6-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God but emptied himself to assume the
condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting
death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names so that all
beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
N.B. the Passion Narrative will take the place of the Gospel this weekend.

