The Baptism of the Lord - Year C - Sunday, 13 January 2019
Plenary Council Prayer

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
It is now time to enrol children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age
but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9
years of age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist.

The parent meeting will be held on Thursday 7th February at 6.30pm and on Saturday 9th February at
10.30am and all parents who wish to enrol their child or children for 2019 please contact the office to
obtain the enrolment forms. Attendance at one of these meetings is mandatory. If you miss either of
these meetings, there will be no catch-up meeting and you will have to wait for the new group in 2020.
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Friday 13th September at 6.00pm and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday 22nd June 2019 at 6.00pm and on Sunday 23rd June 2019 at
8.30am.
RCIA PROGRAM
The preparation for people wishing to become Catholic commences in February 2019. If you or someone
you know wishes to become a Catholic and join in
with the other candidates who have already enrolled
please contact the Parish Office to obtain the forms
for completion. These forms must be returned to the
office before the end of January 2019.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish
on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

.
CARER
REQUIRED
An experienced Carer is required to help a
disabled person in Nerang. The days & times
are negotiable & training is provided. Please
phone 5596 3276 for further details.

PARISH CALENDAR
Would anyone who wants to organize a function in the Parish
in 2019 please contact the office urgently so that dates can be
entered into our calendar to avoid a clash of dates as last year
we had too many appeals and functions close together.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants
will be 17th February 2019 at 10.00am. All parents
who wish to have their children baptised in the next
few months are encouraged to attend.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 8th January 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,196.30 For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

647.45

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Reflection by Gerard Moore courtesy of Pastoral Liturgy
The feast invites us to ponder two questions, separate but able to be interwoven. The Gospel question is around the baptism of Jesus. Why is it that Jesus undergoes baptism from
John? Clearly it is something that has to be explained to the early Christian communities,
as at first glance the baptism appears to set Jesus under John! Recognizing this, Luke is at
pains to speak of John as seeing himself as a forerunner to Christ but not as the Christ. John
is not the one to come, but sets the path for him. But still Jesus undergoes his baptism,
along with, many others. However for Jesus this is not a moment of forgiveness of sins or
repentance. Rather, John the Baptist represents to the age the role and mission of a prophet:
one who speaks the words of God to the people. Jesus, recognizing this, seeks to begin his
own mission in the path of John: Jesus sees himself as a prophet who will speak the word
of God to the people. Jesus’ baptism by John allows Jesus to be recognized by the people as
a prophet, and guides both their expectations of him and his own direction as a teacher and
healer. Across the Gospel Jesus will speak, act, heal and respond within the framework of
one of the prophets of Israel.
With this, the baptismal narrative offers more. His baptism is completed with the acknowledgement of heaven. The Spirit comes upon him, and the voice of God is heard. The divine
blessing and message confirm that this man is pleasing to God, and his actions reflect the
will of GOD. For the early Christian audience, Jesus is not just a prophet, he is THE prophet. In Jesus is the favour of God, and his actions are in perfect harmony with the will of
God for us. Jesus is the embodiment of divine love.
This allows us to see the contribution of the readings from Isaiah and also from the Book of
Acts. Jesus will burst through the expectations of Isaiah. He will come with power, bearing
compassion and mercy. He shall bring light to the nations, sight to the blind, freedom for
the confined and constricted, and banish the darkness. This is what it will mean to live in
the reign of God, a timely reminder during the first month of the year.
In showing forth the direction of Jesus’ mission, the second strand within the readings can
be comprehended. In undergoing John’s baptism, Jesus point to the direction of his mission. For us, undergoing our baptism, we are attaching ourselves to this very mission. In
Baptism we enter the peace of Christ. And like Peter and Cornelius, we are faced with the
mystery of the breadth of God’s love: all are welcome without division or distinction. And
with Titus, our baptism into Christ orients us in hope as we realize the meaning of being
heirs of Christ, living in grace and mercy, rejecting Godless ways. This, then, is what it
means to live within the reign of God, again a timely reminder during the opening month of
the year.

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

NB FROM DECEMBER 28TH 2018 TO JANUARY 27TH 2019
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

7.00 am

FIRST READING

Saturday

9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Thus says the Lord:
Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom my soul delights. I have endowed
him with my spirit that he may bring true justice to the nations. He does not cry out or shout
aloud, or make his voice heard in the streets. He does not break the crushed reed, nor
quench the wavering flame. Faithfully he brings true justice; he will neither waver, nor be
crushed until true justice is established on earth, for the islands are awaiting his law. I, the
Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right; I have taken you by the hand and formed
you; I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light of the nations, to open the eyes
of the blind, to free captives from prison, and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.

The next Anointing Mass will be

2nd February 2019

Sunday Mass
SCHOOL

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

DAVID SEWELL
Principal

The Baptism of the Lord - Year C - Sunday, 13 January 2019

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

Is 42:1-4. 6-7

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
9.30 am

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 27th January 2019

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
ANNUAL HOLIDAY

Fr Isidore will be going on his annual holidays from 28th December 2018 to 26th January 2019. He will be travelling to
Nigeria to see his brother and sisters with their families. Please remember him in your prayers for safe travels. It’s really
a long journey.
While Father is away Mass times will be as usual with the exception of—no Mass or Rosary Wednesday evenings and
no Adoration or Benediction on Thursday evenings.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Gwen Archibald and Patricia Solomon
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
[

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
School of the Word for 2019 will commence on Saturday 23rd February 2019 at 10.00am and
conclude at 12.00pm. The theme for this year will be “ Be holy because I am holy” (Leviticus
11:45). This will be held at St Brigid’s Catholic Church on the last Saturday of every month.
For further information please call the Parish Office or Ph (07) 3495 7105 or mobile 0410 802
810 / 0424 777 232 Email vdmfbris@gmail.com.
We thank the Verbun Dei Missionary Fraternity for their continued support .

Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11

(R.) The Lord will bless his people with peace.
1.
O give the Lord you sons of God,
3.
give the Lord glory and power;
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.)
2.
The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
the Lord on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R.)

SECOND READING

The God of glory thunders.
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood:
the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.)

Acts 10:34-38

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not have
favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him.
‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, and it was to them that the good news of peace was brought by
Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about
Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the
Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

See Mk 9:8

Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 3:15-16. 21-22

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so
John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I
am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’
Now when all the people had been baptised and while Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened and
the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the
Beloved; my favour rests on you.’

