
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

 39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG 

   POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211 

    PHONE: (07) 5596 2632   FAX: (07) 5596 3669 

            WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon.  Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm 

 
 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  NERANG  CONFERENCE  - MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  the  2nd and 4th  
Wednesdays  of the month. For further  information please call 1800 846643.    
All are Welcome. 

           PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM: 

Parish Priest:    Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.         Ph: 0451 140 471.            Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au 

   Parish Secretary:        Lenette Evans                                           Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au 

      Administration Assistant :  Gurli Pennings  

    FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  - YEAR C – 10th March 2019 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP—  The craft  group meets 
on  each Tuesday  at 9.30am  to 11.30am in 
 the Parish Centre.  Everyone is welcome.  
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital  - 
Southport Parish on 5510 2222 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish 
on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 
on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun 
Parish on 5598 2165 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION   

The  preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will 
be held  17th March 2019 at 10.00am. All  parents 
who wish to have their children baptised in the next 
few months are encouraged to attend.  

 
    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  5th March   2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                      813.25   -  For Clergy Support 
   
 

2ND COLLECTION:   $               1,267.05              -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
         maintenance of all our  buildings  and properties.  
 

 
 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Be assured of our prayers and of your divine          
rewards.                     Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

BAPTISM PRAYERS     -     We pray for Cameron Chris Frecklington who is  being baptised today.  
We pray that he will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all his  life's  
journey. We pray for his  parents, family and godparents.   

 

We here at St  Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND 

ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. 

The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Pri-

vacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

.   CHERISH LIFE  -  Please join us for the next Cherish Life Gold Coast meeting. Please note we now have 
a new venue and a new regular date – this is to hopefully make our meeting available to more people.    
We are expecting to have a prominent guest speaker at this meeting. With the change to Qld State laws with 
respect to abortion, it is more important than ever to increase our efforts to defend the most vulnerable.  
 

6.30pm Mon 11 March 2019   (2nd Mon of the mth)  Parish Centre, 50 Fairway Dr,Clear Island Waters 

 

 

 

Dearest friends in Christ 
 

Last Wednesday, we celebrated Ash Wednesday to mark the beginning of a Forty-day Period of Lent. On that day, we 

were signed with ashes, which reminds us that we are ash and dust. This fact becomes clearer after death, when our hu-

man remains decompose. This shows then that our real life is from God, with God and in God. In Him we live and move 

and have our being (Acts 17:28). So, we have forty days of Lent to reflect on our nothingness without God. Jesus made it 

clear that apart from him we can do nothing (John 15:5). The Psalmist, talking to God, says: “when you take away their 

breath, they die and return to the dust” (Psalm 104:27-29. See also Psalm 146:3-5).  
 

These point to one of the central themes of Lent, namely, the realisation of our dependence on God for all that we have 

and all that we are. Anything that teaches us otherwise or makes us think and feel we are self-sufficient without God, is 

from the devil. The devil can tempt us to deny our dependence on God or to distrust him by distrusting his promises to 

love and care for us. Sometimes, we are tempted to think or feel we can do without God. But as the Preacher says, ‘vanity 

upon vanity, all is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 12: 8). All our achievements and honours are worthless, if at the end, when dust 

returns to dust, God is not found in it all and our souls are lost forever. 
 

The Gospel reading of this first Sunday of Lent (Year C), presents us with Jesus’ Forty-day Period of temptations, pray-

ing and fasting. St Luke tells us that Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit after His baptism, into the wilderness to be tempted 

by the devil. As children of God through baptism, we have been led into the wilderness (our world) to face the devil’s 

temptations. God knows all the temptations with which the devil attacks our thoughts and psyches, our bodies, and even 

our belongings - as in the case of Job. Every temptation is an opportunity for us to prove we believe that God is ever de-

pendable, ever reliable, ever faithful and trustworthy. 
 

St Luke presents three temptations of Jesus. First, after his fasting, Jesus was very hungry. And the devil came. Put differ-

ently, his words will look like this  ‘you went to fast because you wanted to please God as his child, now that you are 

hungry, why not use your power to please yourself. Demonstrate you can do it, that you can turn stones into bread’. Je-

sus demonstrated he came to obey God’s words and not Satan’s. 
 

Second, the devil offered to give Jesus the entire world if only he should worship him. If Jesus had entertained any des-

perate desire of gaining control of the whole world, he would have found it hard to resist this offer. It is amazing how 

much people give in to devil-worship, either directly like in Satanism or indirectly as in occultism, black magic, witch-

craft, idolatry, etc., just to gain control of a portion of this same world which the devil offered to Jesus.  
 

Third, the devil tempted Jesus to put God’s promise of protection to the test, to manipulate God. But Jesus told him that 

we should not take unnecessary and unreasonable risks, simply because God has promised to protect us. In all three 

temptations, Jesus used the word of God (Scriptural passages) to defeat the devil. If we, as Christians want to emerge vic-

torious over the temptation of the devil, we must study and know by heart, the word of God which is the sword of the 

Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). We really need to believe and confess the word already enshrined our hearts. St Paul tells us in 

the second reading: “By believing from the heart you are made righteous; by confessing with your lips you are saved”. It 

is the Word that will convince us that God is an ever-dependable provider even in desperate situations like moments of 

severe hunger. We can trust him to provide for all our material needs. We should worship God simply because he alone 

and no other, has dominion over us and our world. The word of God teaches us that God is reliable, ever faithful to his 

promises. 
 

St James tells us to “Submit to God and accept the word that he plants in your (our) hearts, which is able to save you 

(us)” (James 1:21). Yes, the word has at one point or the other saved us. We, like the Israelites saved from the dominion 

of Satan as from slavery in Egypt, should show gratitude to God by offering part of what God has given us as a thanksgiv-

ing sacrifice to God. Hence, Lent shall be for us a season of gratitude for Jesus’ sacrifice that saves us. 

              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

NOURISHING SPIRITUALITY 
 

A contemplative prayer day drawing on psalms, poetry, art and music, linking wonder and Creation.  
Saturday 16th March, 9.30am-3.00pm. Mary Mother of Mercy Community Centre, 3 Sunlight Drive, Burleigh 
Waters.  Facilitator: Judith Keller.  For registrations contact Judith Keller 0448188937  
Morning tea is provided. Please BYO lunch.  Donations to cover cost of materials would be appreciated. 
Suggested donation $20 or what you can afford to cover the cost of resources.  

PROJECT COMPASSION 
 

‘The future does have a name…. And its name is hope.” - Pope Francis 
 
This year’s Project Compassion showcases the many ways we work around the world with our local partners 
to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice. Through a holistic approach Cari-
tas is working with communities providing hope for  a just and fair world regardless of their ethnicity, politi-
cal beliefs, gender or religion. We are assisting children, women and men to brake free from the cycle of 
poverty whilst ensuring they are the architects of their own development. 
Through your generosity during Project Compassion this year, you are empowering communities with hope 
and helping those in great need to shape a better future for themselves, their families and their communities. 
Lives change when we all give 100%.  Please take a set of envelopes and/ or a Project Compassion Box 
home with you today. 

2019 RCIA  PROGRAM 
 

The RCIA preparation Meetings: This is to inform candidates for the 2019 RCIA Program and the 
Team members, that our meetings will be Every Saturday until Easter. Time 10am after 9am Mass. 

The PARISH VOLUNTEER MINISTRIES EXPO 

Is  this weekend. Please, do not be in a hurry to go after 8.30 Mass. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
CHURCHES 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 St Brigid’s Church 
 39-49 McLaren Rd  

 Nerang Q 4211 
 
 
 
 

[[  
 

St John’s Church 
 Windabout Rd 
 Beechmont Q      

 4211 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
SCHOOL 

 

 
 
 

  St Brigid’s  
  Primary 

  McLaren Road 
  Nerang Q 4211 

  Phone: 5596 4188 
  
 
 

 

  
 WEB PAGE: 

   www.sb.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 
Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday    7.00 am 

Wednesday        5.45 pm   

Saturday         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at    9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                 6th April 2019     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil         6.00 pm   

Sunday          8.30 am 
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday     9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church     Saturday     5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday     8.00am -  8.15am 
  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month   
        

Next Mass at St John’s :  Sunday, 24th March  2019 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :    
 

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   
[                                                      
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community  
of Faith. 
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:   (Baby ) Paris Organ,  Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi,  
Jasmine Fay Parada,  Maureen and Paul  Humey,  Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,      
Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake,  Sandra Miller and Linda Harri 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes. 

First Sunday of Lent - Year C – 10th March 2019 
 

FIRST READING     Dt 26:4-10 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
 

Moses said to the people: ‘The priest shall take the pannier from your hand and lay it before the altar of the Lord your 
God. Then, in the sight of the Lord your God, you must make this pronouncement: 

“My father was a wandering Aramaean. He went down into Egypt to find refuge there, few in numbers; but there he 
became a nation, great, mighty, and strong. The Egyptians ill-treated us, they gave us no peace and inflicted harsh 
slavery on us. But we called on the Lord, the God of our fathers. The Lord heard our voice and saw our misery, our toil 
and our oppression; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with mighty hand and outstretched arm, with great terror, 
and with signs and wonders. He brought us here and gave us this land, a land where milk and honey flow. Here then I 
bring the first-fruits of the produce of the soil that you, Lord, have given me.” You must then lay them before the Lord 
your God, and bow down in the sight of the Lord your God.’ 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM      Ps 90:1-2. 10-15. R. v.15 

(R.) Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble. 

1. He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 3. They shall bear you upon their hands 
and abides in the shade of the Almighty   lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
says to the Lord: ‘My refuge,     On the lion and the viper you will tread 
my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!’ (R.)   and trample the young lion and the dragon. (R.) 

2. Upon you no evil shall fall,    4. His love he set on me, so I will rescue him; 
no plague approach where you dwell.   protect him for he knows my name. 
For you has he commanded his angels,   When he calls I shall answer: ’I am with you.’ 
to keep you in all your ways. (R.)    I will save him in distress and give him glory. (R.) 

SECOND READING     Rom 10:8-13 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Scripture says: The word, that is the faith we proclaim, is very near to you, it is on your lips and in your heart. If your 
lips confess that Jesus is Lord and if you believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, then you will be 
saved. By believing from the heart you are made righteous; by confessing with your lips you are saved. When scripture 
says: those who believe in him will have no cause for shame, it makes no distinction between Jew and Greek: all be-
long to the same Lord who is rich enough, however many ask for his help, for everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Mt 4:4 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

GOSPEL     Lk 4:1-13  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit through the wilderness, being tempted there 
by the devil for forty days. During that time he ate nothing and at the end he was hungry. Then the devil said to him, 
‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf.’ But Jesus replied, ‘Scripture says: Man does not live on 
bread alone.’ 

Then leading him to a height, the devil showed him in a moment of time all the kingdoms of the world and said to him, 
‘I will give you all this power and the glory of these kingdoms, for it has been committed to me and I give it to anyone 
I choose. Worship me, then, and it shall all be yours.’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says: 

You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’ 
Then he led him to Jerusalem and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God’, he said to 
him ‘throw yourself down from here, for scripture says: 

He will put his angels in charge of you to guard you, 
and again: 

They will hold you up on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 
But Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said: 

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Having exhausted all these ways of tempting him, the devil left him, to return at the appointed time. 
 

 

Fatima Day  will be celebrated at  Marian Valley  on Wednesday 13th March. The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart 
Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. If sufficient numbers book, we will also pickup from Mary Immaculate Church 
in Ashmore at the bus stop (across road from Church) at  approximately 8.00am. The bus will also collect passengers at 
Nerang Train Station on the Leagues Club Drive side, at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. 
When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 
5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573  

 
COMPASSION—REFLECTING SHARING LIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 

 

Journeying through Lent with the Lukan texts, called at times the Gospel of Compassion, we are similarly 
challenged to ‘clothe ourselves with compassion’ (Colossians 3:12) which has many faces: kindness, tender-
ness, mercy, forgiveness and gentleness. Wandering in the wilderness, Jesus is tempted to abandon belief in a 
compassionate God and rely on his own powers in the face of adversity and loss, a temptation that we our-
selves know. When life is difficult it is easy enough to seek solace in the  ‘bread’ that does not satisfy rather 
than trust in God to provide.  The Lenten program will be held in the Church every Monday at 6.00pm com-
mencing Monday 11th March and continue throughout Lent. 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Every Friday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be  held in St Brigid's Church  at 5.45pm. 


