
 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C – 30th June 2019 
 

FIRST READING     1 Kgs 19:16. 19-21 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 

The Lord said to Elijah: ‘Go, you are to anoint Elisha son of Shaphat, of Abel Meholah, as prophet to succeed 
you.’ 

Leaving there, Elijah came on Elisha son of Shaphat as he was ploughing behind twelve yoke of oxen, he him-
self being with the twelfth. Elijah passed near to him and threw his cloak over him. Elisha left his oxen and ran 
after Elijah. ‘Let me kiss my father and mother, then I will follow you’ he said. Elijah answered, ‘Go, go back; 
for have I done anything to you?’ Elisha turned away, took the pair of oxen and slaughtered them. He used the 
plough for cooking the oxen, then gave to his men, who ate. He then rose, and followed Elijah and became his 
servant. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Ps 15:1-2. 5. 7-11. R. cf. v.5 

(R.) You are my inheritance, O Lord. 

1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.  3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.’   Even my body shall rest in safety. 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;  For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
it is you yourself who are my prize. (R.)   nor let your beloved know decay. (R.) 

2. I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 4. You will show me the path of life, 
who even at night directs my heart.    the fullness of joy in your presence, 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight:    at your right hand happiness for ever. (R.) 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. (R.) 

SECOND READING     Gal 5:1. 13-18 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 

When Christ freed us, he meant us to remain free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to the yoke of 
slavery. 

My brothers, you were called, as you know, to liberty; but be careful, or this liberty will provide an opening for 
self-indulgence. Serve one another, rather, in works of love, since the whole of the Law is summarised in a sin-
gle command: Love your neighbour as yourself. If you go snapping at each other and tearing each other to piec-
es, you had better watch or you will destroy the whole community. 

Let me put it like this: if you are guided by the Spirit you will be in no danger of yielding to self-indulgence, 
since self-indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally against such a thing, and it is precisely be-
cause the two are so opposed that you do not always carry out your good intentions. If you are led by the Spirit, 
no law can touch you. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     1 Sm 3:9; Jn 6:68 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening; 
you have the words of everlasting life. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL     Lk 9:51-62 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 

As the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely took the road for Jerusalem and sent 
messengers ahead of him. These set out, and they went into a Samaritan village to make preparations for him, 
but the people would not receive him because he was making for Jerusalem. Seeing this, the disciples James and 
John said, ‘Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to burn them up?’ But he turned and rebuked 
them, and they went off to another village. 

As they travelled along they met a man on the road who said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.’ 

Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me,’ replied, ‘Let me go and bury my father first.’ But he answered, ‘Leave 
the dead to bury their dead; your duty is to go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.’ 

Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say good-bye to my people at home.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 

 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C – 30th June 2019 

Dear Friends of Jesus 

Today’s readings prompt us to assess our response to God’s call (or our vocation) and its demands. Among other things, 

they draw our attention to the commitment due to this call to follow Jesus and the promptness with which we should  

answer the call. There will be challenges to our Christian faith and living. St Paul predicts: “that in the last days there will 

come times of difficulty”, when  

people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrate-

ful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, 

reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godli-

ness, but denying its power. (2 Timothy 3:1-6). 

Will it still be easy for Christians, amid these evils that are obvious in our contemporary world, to commit to their  

Christian calling effectively and appropriately?  
 

However, Christians have been given the power to emerge victorious – the power of faith (1 John 5:4). This faith can do 

anything, even calling down fire to consume those enemies, as expressed by James and John in today’s gospel reading. 

But our freedom to use this power, as Jesus corrected them, should not be for hate and destruction, rather, for love and 

building up. Nothing is heavier or more challenging than to love even one’s enemies - loving God and everybody even 

when it hurts. 
 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus pointed out to the three aspiring disciples the challenges in being totally committed to 

following him. First, the aspect of human pleasure and security. Second, the issue of inheritance and possession. And 

third, the areas of human relationships and family ties. There is nothing wrong with any of these, except when they are 

placed over and above our love of and loyalty to Christ and his kingdom, the Church – the family of God. How often 

have some of us been tempted to look back on these potential obstacles and are drawn back from following the footsteps 

of Christ?  
 

Jesus’ answer to the first man who requested to follow him, that “Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but 

the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head”, shows that the pleasure of following Christ does not lie in human comfort 

but in the Christian vulnerability which makes us totally dependent on God for provisions and protection. If anyone really 

believes that God can provide and protect, s/he can even walk through the valley of the shadow of death without any fear 

(Psalm 23). Thus, answering the call to follow Christ is, at the same time, accepting to endure whatever discomfort may 

arise out of it. It’s really challenging. Experience shows that the Christian life is a life of bearing a cross, a life full of  

challenges. Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me”. As 

Christians, each of us must deny our self and carry our cross daily and follow Christ. That is the demand Christ makes of 

us his disciples. 
 

Turning to another man, Jesus said “Follow me”. But the man replied, “Let me go and bury my father first”. Then, Jesus 

answered him, “Leave the dead to bury their dead; your duty is to go and spread the news of the kingdom of God”. In 

Jewish culture and in some other cultures like where I come from, to bury one’s father, (that is, to bear the major cost of 

funeral and burial), gives one the legal right of inheritance and creates an open door to future material blessings. Anyone 

who hopes for this will always do the father’s bidding even when it goes contrary to the will of God. To avoid falling into 

this trap, the Psalmist today, encourages us to say and believe: “You are my inheritance, O Lord”  
 

The third person, maybe thinking to himself ‘I don’t care about inheritance, but to avoid being accused of not valuing the 

importance of family, said: “I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say good-bye to my people at home”. But Jesus 

answered, “Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  
 

Secular influences might make us think that we have to follow what gives the greatest pleasure and security; do anything 

and everything to retain and increase inheritance and possessions; maintain at all cost family ties and good human  

relationships. And thus, we allow these to enslave us, and hinder our freedom to follow Christ effectively. In today’s  

second reading, St Paul tell us to “stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery”. We are called to 

be free and should be in “no danger of yielding to self-indulgence” (see second reading).   
 

Dear friends, let us follow the example of Elisha as in the first reading of today.  

              Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL  NERANG  CONFERENCE   
MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  the  2nd 
and 4th  Wednesdays  of the month. For  
further  information please call 1800 846643.    
All are Welcome. 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 
Week Day Mass  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday      7.00 am 

Wednesday          5.45 pm   

Saturday           9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at      9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be                             6th  July 2019     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday         8.30 am 
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer  Thursday    7.30 am 

Adoration   Thursday    6.00-7.00pm 
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday   9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church    Saturday  5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday  8.00am -  8.15am 
  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month   
        

Next Mass at St John’s :  Sunday, 28th July 2019  10:30 am 

 
 

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP   
The craft  group meets on  each Tuesday  at 9.30am  to 
11.30am in  the Parish Centre.  All welcome.  
 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital-Southport Parish 5510 
2222 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION  -  

The  next preparation meeting for Baptisms of 
infants will be held   Sunday,  July 21,  2019 at 
9:45am. All  parents who wish to have their chil-
dren baptised in the next few months are encour-
aged to attend.  

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :   Ingomar Peter, Ronald Kelly, Lucy Murillo & Richard Nagle 
 

We pray for the departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   Gloria Guinea,  
Bernice Smale and Erlinda Portes. Thomas Kunjachan, Anna Kunjachan, Mathew T-O, Achamma Mathew  
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and  
supported in their loss by this Community of Faith. 
 
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:   Jill Ford, Tom Raudonikis, Brenda Dale,  (Baby) Paris Organ,   
Maureen Bourke,  Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada,  Maureen and Paul  Humey,  Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy,  
Joan Gordon,  Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn,  Sandra Miller and Linda Harri 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes. 

 
    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  23rd June  2019 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                  940.90  -  For Clergy Support    

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $               1,330.80  -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
         maintenance of all our  buildings  and properties.  
 
 

 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Be assured of our prayers and of your divine   rewards.            
         Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s  

Catholic Parish Nerang as 

part of the Archdiocese of 

Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY 

AND ADHERE TO THE  

REQUIREMENTS OF THE P 

RIVACY ACT & THE  

AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY 

PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act 

impacts upon us all today and if 

you wish to peruse the  

Compliance Requirements and 

the Privacy Act, please go to the 

Archdiocesan Website: 

 www.bne.catholic.net.au. The 

Policy is  on our website 

 

 
 

 

MASS FOR THE SICK AND NEEDY (ANOINTING MASS) 
 

We invite all our parishioners, visitors and friends to join us to pray for the sick and needy this coming  
Saturday, 6th July at 9:00am. Come and talk to God about that problem: whether spiritual, emotional,  
psychological and/or physical. It is also an opportunity to be charitable with our prayers by being available to 
pray for others. 

Remember to say as often as you can, 

The New Prayer for Vocations  

VocationBRISBANE.com 

 

 

 

 Fatima Day  will be celebrated at Marian Valley  on Saturday 13th July and everyone is welcome. The bus will be picking 

up at Mary Immaculate Church at Ashmore at about 8.00am and then onto the Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 
approximately 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is 
$20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 
5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.  

 
 

 

 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL. 
The Winter Appeal for St Vincent de Paul will be held here at St Brigid's this weekend.  Please be 
generous in your support of this worthy charity ministering to our less fortunate brothers and sis-
ters in our local community. 

ALL VOLUNTEERS 
 

We ask all Volunteers who have shown interest in  
volunteering in our Parish to please contact the Par-
ish Office  as soon as possible for a card so that they 
can go on line and register with the Archdiocese. We 
thank those volunteers who have already registered. 

 
ANNUAL PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
 

The Peter’s Pence Collection is an annual collection of the Catholic Church around the world. The collection 
allows the Holy Father to respond to the most needy throughout the world, to offer timely, effective emergen-
cy assistance to our suffering brothers and sisters. In the Archdiocese of Brisbane, we take this collection up 
as a retiring collection. The collection will be taken up next weekend the 6th and 7th July which is the week-
end after the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul.  


