
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

   39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG 

           POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211  

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm 

PHONE: (07) 5596 2632   FAX: (07) 5596 3669 

WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au 

           PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM: 

 Parish Priest:    Fr Isidore Enyinnaya  Phone: 0451 140 471   Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au 

        Parish Secretary:    Lenette Evans     Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B—11TH FEBRUARY  2018 

 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital  - Southport Parish on 5510 2222 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433 

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

 

 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

The first preparation meeting  for 2018 for Baptisms of infants  will be held  on  Sunday 18th February at 10.00am. All  parents 
who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend. 

 

Fatima Day will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Tuesday 13th February 2018. The bus will pickup at 7 Lind Ave, 
Palm Beach, at 7.45am and then pickup again at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The cost for 
the bus is $20 return. Please book your seat early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 

 
 

  ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at  2nd February 2018 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                      848.70      - For Clergy Support 
   
 

2ND COLLECTION:   $               1,172.20    -  For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
maintenance of all our    buildings  and properties.  
 
 
 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.          
Fr Isidore 

 

 
We here at St  Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND 
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The 
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, 
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

 

Please Note:  We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body 

and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking 
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrat-
ed Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom. 

  
RITE OF ELECTION 2018 
 

The Rite of Election for 2018 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen on 
the First Sunday of Lent, 18th February at 3.0pm. 
Anyone wishing to become a Catholic should call the office on Tuesday or Thursday for an application form.  All 
forms for 2018 should be completed and returned to the office  on or before 13th February 2018. There will be a 
meeting of all RCIA candidates with the Parish Priest on 16th February at 6.00pm 

 

My dear people of God 
 

Today’s first reading and the gospel reading, among other things, talk about the notion in biblical times of leprosy, and 

the healing of the leper, the ‘unclean.’ In those days, leprosy was seen as a humanly incurable sickness. Its diagnosis and 

cure were based on religious and theological methods. The first reading from the book of Leviticus began by saying that: 

“The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the 

skin is to be suspected. The man must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who are his sons. The man is 

leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean.’ The leper was to face social ostracism and to declare wher-

ever he or she went, that he or she was a leper by shouting ‘unclean, unclean.’  
   

As I reflected on this, I asked myself: ‘Is the priest a medical doctor?’ Why would God instruct that a leper should see a 

priest? Leprosy was a difficult case that defied the few medical solutions at that time. Leprosy had no known cause and 

no scientific treatment until 1873, when it was discovered that the bacteria mycobacterium leprae is the causative agent of 

leprosy. The first scientific method of treating leprosy was discovered in 1904. Up until that time, it was mostly a spiritual 

matter that had to be handled spiritually by resorting to divinations, incantations, magic or appeal to the supernatural for 

healing.  

 

Medical science and technology has come a long way in the treatment of most sicknesses that were, in the past, consid-

ered to be caused by spiritual beings or conditions – a development that humanity should be proud of and grateful to God 

for. But to go to the extreme of ruling out completely, the spiritual as causative agents of some sicknesses and some sick-

ening conditions, is to neglect a vital aspect of our humanness. We are each a composite of body and spirit. That God 

directed that a leper should see a priest, I think, is to teach us that Priests are also healers – spiritual healers, at least, and 

can discern spiritually the spiritual cause of some physical and mental illnesses. There is need to pray for our priests to 

know and believe they can. And you also are a priest in Christ. 

 

Some sicknesses and sickening conditions, if not all, need spiritual healing first of all. St Mark wrote in his Gospels that 

when Jesus was at Capernaum, preaching, the people ‘gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not 

even outside the door.’ Some men brought to him a paralysed man, carried by four of them. Finding it difficult to get him 

across to Jesus ‘because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus… and then lowered the mat the man 

was lying on.’ And ‘When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralysed man: Son, your sins are forgiven.’ (see Mark 2:1-

5). 

Spiritual healing is only effective through faith and by faith, i.e., only if we believe (as those who brought the paralysed 

man and the leper in today’s gospel did), that nothing is impossible for God to do, and that Jesus can heal any sickness, if 

He wants to. We also have to express our faith by asking, by words and actions. St Paul wrote: ‘it is with your heart that 

you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.’ (Romans 10:9-10) 

 

Jesus saw their faith and addressed first what was needed most by the man, and then, healed him instantly of his paraly-

sis. Those who brought this man may have been expecting only physical healing. They may not have perceived the con-

nection between the paralysis and sin as its causative factor. We have to note that sin as a causative agent may not neces-

sarily be the sin of the one needing healing, but the effect of sin in general. Sometimes, sin may not be a direct causal 

agent of ailments or ailing conditions, but it can stand as an obstacle to effective and efficient divine healing. The prophet 

Isaiah said: ‘the LORD’s hand is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. Rather, your iniquities have been barri-

ers between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.’ (Isaiah 59:1-2) 

 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus Christ, our High Priest was found healing a leper who trusted him to heal him. How I 

wish that Catholics who have not developed trust in the healing power of God through a priest will have the faith to call 

on a priest for prayers, especially requesting Mass to be said for them or their sick and suffering ones. This does not pre-

vent them from seeking medical assistance, for there is no conflict between science and religion, reason and faith, human 

and divine. Have a blessed week. 

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya  
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 39-49 McLaren Rd  
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  St Brigid’s  
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  McLaren Road 
  Nerang Q 4211 

  Phone: 5596 4188 
  
 
 

 

  
 WEB PAGE: 

   www.sb.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 

Week Day Mass  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday    7.00 am 

Wednesday        5.45pm   

Saturday         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the First Saturday of each  month 
at         9.00am  

  

The next Anointing Mass will be  3rd March  2018       
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil         6.00 pm   

Sunday          8.30 am 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,  Wednesday at 5.00pm,  Saturday  at  8.30am. 
And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

Divine Mercy Prayer      Thursday                           7.30am 

Adoration                         Thursday     6.00-7.00pm 
 

 
Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday     9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church     Saturday     5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday     8.00am -  8.15am  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      2nd Sunday of each month   
        

Next Mass  at St John’s      Sunday  11th March  10.30  am 

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED  
 

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and 
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a 
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged. 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

 

We pray for the recently deceased  :   Joseph Sannen and Jim Gardiner 
 

 

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   
 

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by 
This Community of Faith. 
 

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:  Jasmine Fay Parada,  Maureen and Paul Humey,    
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon,  Amanda Gordon 
Shelly Ryan , and Christine Kay 
 

 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Sunday, 11 Feb 2018 
 

FIRST READING Lv 13:1-2. 44-46 

A reading from the book of Leviticus 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, a case of 
leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man must be taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests 
who are his sons.  

‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is suffering from leprosy of the 
head. A man infected with leprosy must wear his clothing torn and his hair disordered; he must shield his 
upper lip and cry, “Unclean, unclean”. As long as the disease lasts he must be unclean; and therefore he 
must live apart; he must live outside the camp.’ 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 31:1-2. 5. 11. R. v.7 

(R.) I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation. 

1. Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, 
whose sin is remitted. 
O happy the man to whom the Lord 
imputes no guilt, 
in whose spirit is no guile. (R.) 

2. But now I have acknowledged my sins;     
my guilt I did not hide.    
I said: ‘I will confess 
my offence to the Lord.’ 
And you, Lord, have forgiven  
the guilt of my sin. (R.) 

3. Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, 
exult, you just! 
O come, ring out your joy, 
all you upright of heart. (R.) 
 

SECOND READING 1 Cor 10:31 – 11:1 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the glory of God. Never do any-
thing offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of God; just as I try to be helpful to every-
one at all times, not anxious for my own advantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so that they 
may be saved. 

Take me for your model, as I take Christ. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A great prophet has appeared among us; 
God has visited his people. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL Mk 1:40-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, 
Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at 
once and he was cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, 
but go and show yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your healing prescribed by Moses as evidence of 
your recovery.’ The man went away, but then started talking about it freely and telling the story everywhere, so that 
Jesus could no longer go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in places where nobody lived. Even so, people 
from all around would come to him. 

 
  

 

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PARENT MEETING  
 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on 
Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.  
                                                        

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY 
29th April 2018, 6th May, 27th May, 17th June, 24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, 3rd August  
Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass. 
 
Program for meetings for the candidates to receive First Holy Communion will be out sometime later. 

NOTICE TO PARISHIONERS  - PALMS FROM LAST PALM SUNDAY 
 

Please return the blessed palms if you still have them from last Palm Sunday to the Parish office by Tuesday  for use as 
the ashes this coming Ash Wednesday. 

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES 14TH FEBRUARY 2018 
 

Mass will be at 7.00 am, School Mass at 9.15am and evening Mass at 5.45pm. We encourage all parishioners to come 
along  with their families, friends and neighbours for the receiving of the ashes. 


