SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR A 12TH MARCH 2017

ST BRIGID’S PARISH OFFICE NEWS
The installation of Rev. Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya as the Parish Priest of St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang will
be on Saturday 25th March 2017 during the 9.00am Mass celebrated by The Archbishop the Most Rev Mark Coleridge. All our parishioners are encouraged to attend.
We will be having a morning Tea in the Parish Centre following the Mass. We are requesting all those who can help
with the food and preparations for the day or wish to be involved in any way to please speak to Fr Isidore direct, call the
office during office hours or contact Maria Page on 0413 586 899 after 6.00pm or speak to Sally Alker.
On Saturday 18th March at 10.00am there will be a working bee in and around the Church in preparation for the celebration on the 25th March. Please also call Maria if you can help in any way.
We are also requesting flowers to decorate the Church for the installation ceremony on the 25th. If you have access to
any flowers and would like to help in this way please bring them to the church on Friday 24th or call the office.

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
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PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Reflection 2ndSunday in Lent

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants within the month of April will be held on Sunday 19th
March at 10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised are advised to attend.
PROJECT
COMPASSION
.

Like many other women in Timor-Leste, Martina was driven from her home by domestic violence. Facing poverty and
an uncertain future, she sought refuge at Uma PAS shelter, a partner in Caritas Australia’s Protection Program in Timor
-Leste.
The program connected her with livelihood training opportunities, offering economic empowerment, the chance to afford education for her children, and a safe life in a supportive community.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2017 and help empower women in Timor-Leste to recover from domestic violence, develop sustainable livelihoods, and lead a life of dignity.

The Archdiocese of Brisbane has a Pastoral Care Ministry for people with a psychiatric illness:
Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care
An organisation, now in its 31st year, that seeks to immediately, and sensitively, respond to people with a
mental illness by giving them access to trained pastoral carers whose ministry is both spiritual and therapeutic.
We are looking for Volunteers to be trained for this Ministry.
Could this be your Ministry?
The Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care Team requires more committed Catholics with an ability to relate pastorally to those who are suffering a mental illness.
The training Course is held at the Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care Centre each Wednesday from 3rd May to
22nd November from 9.00am to 3.30pm.
We require a voluntary commitment of eight hours per week on completion and Graduation of the Course. The
various ministries of Pastoral response are the Day Centre, Hospitals and Hostels.
Final date of applications is Friday 21st April.
Please apply now in writing to :
Fr Jim Smith, Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care, 58 Morgan Street, Fortitude Valley. Qld 4006.
Telephone: (07) 3252 5461 Monday—Friday 8.30am –4.00pm. Fax: (07) 3257 1885 or email:
cppc@bne.catholic.net.au Website www.cppa.net.au
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at Tuesday 28th February 2017
1ST COLLECTION: $
699.75
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,164.70
- For Parish expenses
such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 15,345.86
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Fr Isidore
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

Dear People of God
Today we heard St. Paul encouraging us to bear with him “the hardships for the sake of the Good News.” And that
through the Good News, Jesus, who has abolished death, “proclaimed life and immortality.” The Lenten period culminates in Easter which is Life and immortality. It is a period we learn to bear the hardships that serve as stepping
stones to the glory of the resurrection. When I die, I live on. Where will I spend my eternity. The book of Revelation, says: “Blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed, for
they will rest from their hard work; for their good deeds follow them!” (Rev. 14:13). Our good deeds determine our
eternal glory. As our faith teaches us, we believe in …. the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Lent is a time when we reflect on the deeper meaning of this portion
of our creed and live accordingly. Or do we profess to believe what we do not believe?
The Sadducees (a Jewish religious group and contemporaries of Jesus) taught that there was nothing like the resurrection of the dead. To them Jesus replied: “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power
of God. (Matt. 22:29) “…. those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead … can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection.” (see Luke 20:34 – 38).
Our Lord Jesus Christ, during his Transfiguration on the mountain (see today’s Gospel) gave his three disciples
Peter, James and John, and to us as well, a glimpse of what the resurrection shall be: we are going to be raised to
heaven as to a high spiritual mountain; we shall be gloriously transfigured, appearing as pure and bright as the dazzling sun; we shall catch up with our loved ones who have died in God as Jesus did with Moses and Elijah; and the
love of God, like a cloud, will overshadow us. We shall see God as he really is, and hear him talk to us directly. If
we could behold this glorious event which has already began at our baptism we shall, like St Peter in today’s Gospel, exclaim, “Lord, it is wonderful to be here”. St John wrote: “Behold what manner of love the Father has given
to us, that we should be called children of God. And that is what we are! … Beloved, we are now children of God,
and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when Christ appears, we will be like Him, for we will
see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” (1 John 3:1-3)
There is a close connection between the baptism of Jesus and His transfiguration. On both occasions, the heavenly
Father’s voice was heard speaking from heaven, “This is my beloved Son ...” Hence our baptism is our own transfiguration event. We enter into the glory of the resurrection as the beloved sons and daughters of God. We die and
are buried with Christ, and rise to new life in Christ at Baptism. After our baptism, we come down from the mountain to continue our faith journey till the rising from the dead. The Gospel today reads: “As they came down from
the mountain Jesus gave them this order. ‘Tell no one about the vision until the Son of Man has risen from the
dead.’” We should hold on to our faith until we rise from the dead.
We should continue our life’s journey like Abraham, in obedience to God until we get to the promised land. Abraham’s faith was tested, so will our faith be tested. As said earlier, we have to bear all the hardships consequent upon our faith, hope and love (see second reading). As St Paul says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart has
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Cor. 2:9). The Letter to the Hebrews talking about
Abraham and his family, says: “All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and
strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had
been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing
for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a
city for them.” (Hebrews 11:13-16). “Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the cross! On the contrary, because of the joy that was waiting for him,
he thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now seated at the right side of God's
throne.” (Hebrews 12:2)

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

Second Sunday of Lent - Year A. 12 Mar 2017

Week Day Mass
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday Mass

7am
9am

Saturday Vigil

6.00 pm

Sunday
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday
Divine Mercy Prayer
Wednesday
Adoration with Benediction Thursdays

8.30 am

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Next Mass at St John’s

10.30am

Gen 12:1-4

A reading from the book of Genesis

Easter Sunday 16th April

7.30am
8.30am
7.30am
7-8pm

10.30am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus.
We pray for the recently deceased:

FIRST READING.

Les Fisher , Kevin Redpath, and Claus

and

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your family and your father's house, for the land I will show
you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name so famous that it will be used as a
blessing.
‘I will bless those who bless you:
I will curse those who slight you.
All the tribes of the earth
shall bless themselves by you.’
So Abram went as the Lord told him.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM.

Ps 32:4-5. 18-20. 22. R. v.22

(R.) Lord, let your mercy be on us,
as we place our trust in you.
1.
The word of the Lord is faithful
and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right
and fills the earth with his love. (R.)
2.
The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine. (R.)

SECOND READING.

3.

Our soul is waiting for the Lord.
The Lord is our help and our shield.
May your love be upon us, O Lord,
as we place all our hope in you. (R)

2 Tm 1:8-10

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time : Bill Nelson
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Christine De Barro, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Richard McGuire, Valda Silvy and Joan Gordon

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy
With me, bear the hardships for the sake of the Good News, relying on the power of God who has saved us
and called us to be holy – not because of anything we ourselves have done but for his own purpose and by
his own grace. This grace had already been granted to us, in Christ Jesus, before the beginning of time, but
it has only been revealed by the Appearing of our saviour Christ Jesus. He abolished death, and he has
proclaimed life and immortality through the Good News.

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

GOSPEL.

G’day mate!

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain where they
could be alone. There in their presence he was transfigured; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became as white as the light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared to them; they were talking with him. Then
Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three tents
here, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking when suddenly a bright cloud
covered them with shadow, and from the cloud there came a voice which said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen to him.’ When they heard this, the disciples fell on their faces, overcome
with fear. But Jesus came up and touched them. ‘Stand up,’ he said ‘do not be afraid.’ And when they raised
their eyes they saw no one but only Jesus.
As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave them this order. ‘Tell no one about the vision until the
Son of Man has risen from the dead.’

Last Sunday we went to the St Stephen’s Cathedral for the Rite of Election of Catechumens. In our Parish, we have one candidate for
the RCIA this year. In his welcoming speech, the Archbishop Most Rev. Mark Coleridge said:
I extend a very warm welcome to the clergy and people from the Archdiocese to this important ceremony, the
Rite of Election. Welcome especially to all catechumens and candidates together with your families, godparents,
catechists and supporters from so many parishes.

My dear catechumens, today is another step in your journey to the reception of the Sacraments
of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at Easter this year. This step is called
“election” because the acceptance made by the Church is founded on the election by God, in
whose name the Church acts. The step is also called “the enrolment of names” because as a
pledge of fidelity you will inscribe your names in the book that lists those who have been chosen for initiation.
We pray for Russel and all those who are journeying with him to full initiation at Easter.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call
the Parish Office.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

There will be Stations of the Cross every Friday evening during Lent at 6.00pm in St Brigid’s Church.

Mt 17:1-9

BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Mylarni Maree Fairhall-McLeish who is being baptised this weekend. We pray
that she will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all her life's journey.
We pray for her parents, family and godparents.
The feast of Our Lady of Fatima on March 13, 2017 at Marian Valley. The bus will leave from the normal pick
up point at Palm Beach at 7.30am then from Sacred Heart Church at Clear Island Waters at 8.15am. The
Cost for a seat on the bus is $20 per person return. Please call Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950
or Madelaine Zammit on 5529 1573 or 0405 252 367 to secure your seat.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.

