15th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 15th July 2018
St Brigid’s St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal and Membership Drive. Weekend 28th and 29th July
It's hard to imagine in a country like ours, 731,000 children living below the poverty line. In fact, each
night in Queensland there are 3,372 children under the age of 12 forced to sleep rough, in run-down houses
and tents, and in unsafe spaces. Nerang also has great need and the work of our local conference visit approx.
15 – 20 families and individuals each week.
At Mass on Saturday 28th July and Sunday 29th July members of our conference will briefly explain
how much your financial support is vital to help local families and individuals in need. This will also be
an opportunity for you to discern whether you would like to become a conference member and support with
your valuable time. All donations to Vinnies Winter Appeal are tax-deductible. For more information call
1800 846643
Alpha program.

explore—Life, faith, meaning
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life, faith and God in a friendly, open & informal environment. Starts Mon. 16th July and continues each Monday from 6:30pm—8:30pm for 11 weeks. Griffiths University, Gold Coast Campus, G33 Building, Room 1.63. Details:
Chima 0450 196 147 or Juan 0406 705 349—jarrietat@yahoo.com

MEETING FOR ALL PARISH MINISTRIES
There will be a meeting of all the Sacristans, Co-ordinators, Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion on Saturday, 21st July immediately following the Novena. This meeting will be held on
the 3rd Saturday of every month.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held today Sunday 15th July at 10.00am. All parents
who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
RCIA ENROLMENT NOW OPEN
The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for adults who have not received the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation . Anyone wishing to be initiated fully into the Catholic Faith should
call the office on Monday or Friday 9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday and Thursday 9.00am to 3.30pm or the school office to pick up
an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for 2019 should be completed and returned to the office by the end of August. 2018.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 8th July 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,121.45
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. The Parish Planned Giving Sunday is coming up on
23/24 June, 2018. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

678.15

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP.
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am in the Parish Centre . Everyone is
welcome.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information
please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
. here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
We
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please
go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
My Dear Sisters and Brothers
Last weekend, I began my reflection by saying that sometimes, God comes to us or speaks to us in unfamiliar forms, if I
may say, in disguised forms that we might miss recognising Him in the ordinary people and events of life. God might
even be offering assistance or even demanding help from us in an apparently disguised form. Thus, people often do not
recognise him nor give him a chance to act as God. Today, we continue to dwell on the prophetic ministry as the work of
God hidden in human actions, and as God’s Word reaching people through human voices – your voice as well as mine.
As I said last Sunday, “we are all prophets and prophetesses in Christ”. Our neglect of, or inadvertency towards God’s
signs, words and actions, can stem from our lack of faith that God can speak through this person or that person. And
whenever we do, we have our reasons for doing that – reasons for not believing that each of us can at one time or the other, or even all life long, be God’s oracle or prophet.
Today’s first reading gives us one or two of those reasons that prevent us from seeing or hearing God behind the ordinary
humanness of the Prophet(ess) - reasons that prevent our sight from being turned into insight. And the reasons are..? I
would say ‘professionalism’, ‘profiteering’, and ‘power’.
Seeing the prophetic ministry as a profession, as the duty and responsibility of some group of (professional) people has
always been a hindrance to the reality and effectiveness of God’s Word, Signs, and Power in our midst. Taking the prophetic role as an occupation may be one of the reasons why Amaziah in today’s first reading, tried to stop Amos from
prophesying in Bethel. Even Amos himself admitted that it was unusual for a farmer, a shepherd like him to have been
made a prophet by God. But he obeyed God to go and prophesy.
We often expect religious issues, preaching, scriptural admonitions, call to prayer and repentance, etc., to come from
some quarters and from specific people – ‘the Professional Prophet(ess)s’. How often have we thought: ‘that’s not my
area’? How often have we told someone, or even ourselves, ‘go to Church and do that’? If the prophetic ministry is a profession, then all the baptised are in it, whether we practise or not. Whether we make that God-human encounter available
to his people, or redundantly waste the opportunity, we must know that each of us at one time or another has been assigned to receive or deliver a heaven-sent message, either in words and/or actions, to the world around us.
Yes, we may not be professional prophet(ess)s like Deborah, Anna, Elijah, Isaiah, Peter, Paul, John Paul II, Padre Pio,
etc., but we are all prophet(ess)s. And we may be called upon sometime, somewhere like Amos the farmer to do that job
for God. St Paul in today’s second reading, said among other things, that we are “those whom God has taken for his
own, to make his glory praised”. That is to say, we are the people he has chosen to declare his glorious praise. And that’s
a prophet’s job.
Profiteering, the next reason for rejecting God’s Word, may be engendered by viewing the prophetic ministry as a business. A prophet(ess) has nothing to gain in carrying out God’s command to proclaim God’s message, to make disciples
for Jesus, to call for repentance and prayer, and to uphold the truth and justice of God, except the reward of obedience,
which is, remaining in the love and care of the one being obeyed. Amaziah told Amos: “Go away, seer; get back to the
land of Judah; earn your bread there, do your prophesying there”. He didn’t want a business rivalry in the royal palace.
For Amaziah, the prophetic ministry should be undertaken only to earn a living. Taking advantage of this prophetic role
either by the prophet(ess) or the people (his/her audience), is always an obstacle to the effectiveness of God’s Word and
power. So, Amaziah failed to listen and stopped Israelites from listening.
Jesus, in today’s gospel reading, sent out his disciples with authority and power to cast out demons, heal the (mentally,
physically, psychologically, emotionally, economically) sick, and call sinners to repentance. He instructed them go on
this prophetic ministry in utter poverty of spirit. For God’s sake a prophet can forfeit his or her job, and count as garbage
all s/he had considered a gain. St Paul writing to the Philippians said: “I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may
gain Christ and be found in him, …” (Phil. 3:8-9).
I pray that God may “enlighten the eyes of our hearts that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called” as
prophet(ess)s. (See today’s Gospel Acclamation).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday
Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am
9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 4th August 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Sunday 22th July 10.30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Christine Kay , Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
on Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

22nd July, 29th July, and 3rd August, 2018. Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.
Program for meetings for the candidates to receive First Holy Communion will be out sometime later.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish Next meeting
Saturday 28th July 2018 Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Harvey Peter Mitchell, Harrison William Van der Meer and Raini Wilkinson who are being baptised
today. We pray that they will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's journey.
We pray for their parents, family and godparents.

Am 7:12-15

A reading from the prophet Amos

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos, ‘Go away, seer; get back to the land of Judah; earn your
bread there, do your prophesying there. We want no more prophesying in Bethel; this is the royal sanctuary, the national temple.’ ‘I was no prophet, neither did I belong to any of the brotherhoods of prophets.’
Amos replied to Amaziah, ‘I was a shepherd, and looked after sycamores: but it was the Lord who took me
from herding the flock, and the Lord who said, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8

(R.) Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.
1.

I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)

2.

Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. (R.)

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Next Mass at St John’s

FIRST READING

SECOND READING

3.

The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)

Eph 1:3-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven
in Christ. Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to live
through love in his presence, determined that we should become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ for his
own kind purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved in whom, through
his blood, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. Such is the richness of the grace which he has
showered on us in all wisdom and insight. He has let us know the mystery of his purpose, the hidden plan he
so kindly made in Christ from the beginning to act upon when the times had run their course to the end: that he
would bring everything together under Christ, as head, everything in the heavens and everything on earth. And
it is in him that we were claimed as God’s own, chosen from the beginning, under the predetermined plan of the
one who guides all things as he decides by his own will; chosen to be, for his greater glory, the people who
would put their hopes in Christ before he came. Now you too, in him, have heard the message of the truth and
the good news of your salvation, and have believed it: and you have been stamped with the seal of the Holy
Spirit of the Promise, the pledge of our inheritance which brings freedom for those whom God has taken for
his own, to make his glory praised.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

See Eph 1:17-18

Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts that we might see how great is the hope
to which we are called.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mk 6:7-13

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
.Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out in pairs giving them authority over the unclean spirits.
And he instructed them to take nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no haversack, no coppers for their
purses. They were to wear sandals, but, he added, ‘Do not take a spare tunic.’ And he said to them, ‘If you enter a
house anywhere, stay there until you leave the district. And if any place does not welcome you and people refuse to
listen to you, as you walk away shake off the dust from under your feet as a sign to them.’ So they set off to preach
repentance; and they cast out many devils, and anointed many sick people with oil and cured them.

