24th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 16th September 2018
Our Church, our community. Doing good.

Last weekend our parish held a special collection for the Annual Catholic Campaign, to support the vital ministries in
our Church. It is the one time a year that all the parishes in the Archdiocese come together to help vital works of our
church and local community Holy Spirit Seminary, Centacare, Mackillop Catholic School Access Fund, Priests Foundation Please consider a thoughtful gift. It will be the answer to someone’s prayer.. Thank you to everyone who responded generously to the Archbishop’s call for support. If you didn’t get a chance to make a gift last week, there is
still time. You can place your donation inside one of the Campaign envelopes, seal it and place with the parish collection today. It’s important you use a Campaign envelope to keep it separate from the regular parish collection. Your taxdeductible gift will be put straight to work by funding the vital Catholic agencies in our local Archdiocese.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be today Sunday 16th September at 10.00am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend. The next preparation
meeting will be 14th October at 11.00am.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Tickets in our Christmas Raffle are now on sale . The prizes are really wonderful:
1st Prize : 50” (126cm) FHD LED LCD Smart TV
2nd Prize: “The Block Winners 2015” Framed Signed Shirt
3rd Prize: $100.00 Coles Group/Myer Gift Card.
Tickets are $5.00 each. Please support this raffle as it will be our last Fundraiser for the year.
The Raffle will be drawn on the Solemnity of Christ the King, Sunday 25th November after the 8.30am Mass.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 11th September 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,233.45
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

697.50

Star of the Sea, Southport Mass & Reunion Function Sunday 14th October 2018
Past students and staff across all years up to the College's closure in 1990 are invited to the Star of the Sea Mass & Reunion
Function with the opening of a time capsule. Mass will be the regular 10am Mass at Guardian Angels Church, Southport. All
community members are welcome to Mass and fellowship outside the church after Mass. The function is ticketed. Please
RSVP with payment for the function by 5th October 2018. Payment and further details are available at https://
starofthesea2018.eventbrite.com.au

EMPLOYMENT WANTED

There is a lady in our Parish who is looking for employment in the Nerang area. If you are an employer or
you know someone who is looking to employ a willing, hard worker please speak to Fr Isidore or call the
Parish office during working hours.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

LAST CALL FOR RCIA ENROLMENT

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on
5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for adults who have not received the sacraments of Baptism,
First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation. Anyone wishing to be initiated
fully into the Catholic Faith should call the office on Monday or Friday
9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday and Thursday 9.00am to 3.30pm or the
school office to pick up an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for 2019
should be completed and returned to the office as soon as possible.

.We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Dear People of God
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus asked his disciples two questions: “who do people say I am?” and “who do
you say I am?” Jesus knew there were different opinions about his identity and wanted to know firstly, what his
disciples heard about him, and secondly, their own personal belief about his identity amidst all that. Like Jesus’
disciples, we hear what people think and say about Jesus (and his Church): the good, the bad and the ugly;
Some of them so offensive and discouraging.
Amidst all these, what are our personal convictions: Is our Jesus, the Christ Peter confessed he is, in today’s
gospel? ‘Christ’, as we know, is not Jesus’ surname. Christ is a Greek name meaning the ‘Anointed One’. It is
a Greek translation of the Hebrew word, ‘Messiah’ meaning, ‘Promised Saviour’ or ‘Deliverer’. The name
‘Jesus’ also means ‘saviour’. This promised saviour according to the Jewish Scripture was to be the ‘Anointed
One of God’. To call Jesus, the ‘Christ’, is to say that he is that Saviour ordained (that is, anointed) by God and
sent into the world. It means that he is not just any type of saviour like the old Israelite anointed prophets and
kings, but the Christ who also, is the Son of God. As our last names define our origin and give us our identity,
so it is with Christ.
For some Jews, especially those who claimed to be wise and clever (and they are still found in our midst today), Jesus’ last name should be Joseph, since he was the son of Joseph, the Carpenter. They knew his
mother, Mary; his half brothers and sisters, and all his human qualifications, and so, could not accept him as
the Christ, the Son of God. They couldn’t see beyond the biological humanness of Jesus. However, Jesus was
amazed at their lack of faith and did not perform many miracles among them (see Mark 6:6 and Matthew
13:58). We are fortunate - thanks to his grace - to know and believe that Jesus is the Christ (see Luke 10:24).
It calls for praise and thanksgiving. Jesus gave thanks for that saying: “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children” (Matthew 11:25-26). The Christ-ness of Jesus, his salvific mystery, is a revealed fact meant to be accepted with a childlike faith and simplicity, and without much rationalisation.
It is one thing to believe that Jesus is the Christ. Another thing to assent to his mission as the ‘Suffering Servant of God’ depicted in today’s first reading. Still another thing, to be involved in this mission of the Saviour.
Jesus came to destroy Satan’s works (John 3:8) and so, save us from the power of sin and death, that we
might live righteously before our God without fear (Luke 1:74-75). That mission was not a cosy type of task. It
involved been nailed to the cross and crowned with thorns. It is a mission saddled with sacrifice.
Thinking like a human being, Peter couldn’t comprehend that. If the saviour should suffer and die, then how
could he save. That would mean Jesus’ mission would end in defeat – a mission unto failure. It would entail a
wasted following for Peter and his friends. Peter couldn’t imagine such a shameful and dehumanising suffering
for his Master, let alone, for himself. But Jesus rebuked the Satan that led him to think not according to God’s
way but Man’s. If it is the will of God that he (we) should suffer, why would he (we) chicken out? As Isaiah, in
the first reading, prophesied about him, Jesus wouldn’t turn away from suffering. He even wants his followers
also, to do the same. He tells us today, “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and
take up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his
life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.”
At baptism, we were anointed and sent to be part of Jesus’ mission: to be Saviours to others and to ourselves
in every way we can. He says: “As the Father has sent Me, so also I am sending you.” (John 20:21). St James
in today’s second reading tells us that faith without good works is dead. Demonstrating our faith by good works
involves sacrifices. It means getting out of our comfort zones to save those in need: materially, socially, emotionally and/or spiritually. It might involve being abused, insulted or misunderstood. Whatever be the case, we
should always say, like the suffering servant of God in the first reading: “The Lord comes to my help, so that I
am untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.”
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 6th October 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away.
I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard;
I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am
untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed.
My vindicator is here at hand. Does anyone start proceedings against me? Then let us go to
court together. Who thinks he has a case against me? Let him approach me. The Lord is
coming to my help, who dare condemn me?

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
1.

2.

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 23rd September 10.30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : John Clayden
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: William Pennings and
Emily Fernandes
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Malcolm Lowe, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and
Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon
Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal , Sandra Miller and Linda Harri

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION MEETINGS FOR FIRST EUCHARIST
First Eucharist will be celebrated in our Parish at the 6..00 pm Mass on Saturday 24th November and
8.30am Mass on Sunday 25th November
Preparation meetings for the First Holy Eucharist will be held on 14th October, 4th , 11th , and 18th November,
2018 after 8.30am Mass on those Sundays, and on the 10th and 17th of November, 2018 at 10.15am after the Saturday 9.00am Mass and Novena to OLPH. If you require an enrolment form or any further information please contact the Parish Office.

CHOOSE LIFE :
If you have signed up for Archdiocese updates recently - please ensure that you follow up as they may suggest.
Other things to support the cause at this critical time:
- Meet with or write to your State MP politely letting them know why you do not want abortion legalised in Qld.
- Write a letter to you local and state newspapers and please use social media
- Encourage the community to make an active stand for Life
- Become a ‘Life Champion’ visit www.cherishlife.org.au/lifecampaign

Ps 114:1-6. 8-9. R. v.9

(R.) I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of the living.

9.30 am

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month

Is 50:5-9

I love the Lord for he has heard
3.
the cry of my appeal;
for he turned his ear to me
in the day when I called him. (R.)
They surrounded me, the snares of death, 4.
with anguish of the tomb;
they caught me, sorrow and distress.
I called on the Lord’s name.
O Lord my God, deliver me! (R.)

SECOND READING

How gracious is the Lord, and just;
our God has compassion.
The Lord protects the simple hearts;
I was helpless so he saved me. (R.)
He has kept my soul from death,
my eyes from tears
And my feet from stumbling.
I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living. (R.)

Jas 2:14-18

A reading from the letter of St James
Take the case, my brothers, of someone who has never done a single good act but claims that he has faith. Will that
faith save him? If one of the brothers or one of the sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to live on,
and one of you says to them, ‘I wish you well; keep yourself warm and eat plenty,’ without giving them these bare
necessities of life, then what good is that? Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it, it is quite dead.
This is the way to talk to people of that kind: ‘You say you have faith and I have good deeds; I will prove to you that
I have faith by showing you my good deeds – now you prove to me that you have faith without any good deeds to
show.’

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Gal 6:14

Alleluia, alleluia!
My only glory is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which crucifies the world to me and me to the world.
Alleluia!
[[

GOSPEL

Mk 8:27-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round Caesarea Philippi. On the way he put this question to his disciples,
‘Who do people say I am?’ And they told him. ‘John the Baptist,’ they said, ‘others Elijah; others again, one of the
prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he asked, ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter spoke up and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And he
gave them strict orders not to tell anyone about him.
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man was destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and
the chief priests and the scribes, and to be put to death, and after three days to rise again; and he said all this quite
openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him. But, turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! Because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’
He called the people and his disciples to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses
his life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.’

