Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.
Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question:
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au
REWRITE THE STORY –ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE
Domestic and family violence defines the story of too many members of our community. Together we can help end domestic and family violence. Everyone in the Archdiocese of Brisbane can get involved in Domestic and Family
Violence Prevention Month. When women flee domestic and family violence they often do so with nothing. Centacare,
in collaboration with the St Vincent de Paul Society, has recently established a number of 12 month post-crisis respite
support homes to help families get back on their feet and begin rewriting their stories.
This Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month we are looking for support to help fit out one of these homes
with new furniture. To make a donation to this fund : Option 1: EFT BSB; 064-786 Account Number 521390103
Account Name: Charitable Works Fund Reference: Please call 3324 3200 to receive your unique reference number.
Option 2: Cheque—Make a cheque payable to Centacare Domestic and Family Violence Service and send to:
Centacare Domestic and Family Violence Service C/o Catholic Foundation G.P.O. Box 282, Brisbane. Q 4001. For
more information and to make a tax deductible donation visit: rewritethestory.org.au.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 12th June 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,176.40
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. The Parish Planned Giving Sunday is coming up on
23/24 June, 2018. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

653.30

RCIA ENROLMENT NOW OPEN

The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for people who have not
received the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation . Anyone wishing to be
initiated fully into the Catholic Faith should call the office on Monday or Friday 9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday
and Thursday 9.00am to 3.30pm or the school office to pick up an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for
2019 should be completed and returned to the office by the end of August 2018.
Filipino Mass for the Feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Saturday 30th June 2018 at Marian Valley.
The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station, bus stop A, on the Boulton Street side, at approximately 8.30am. The cost
for the bus is $20 return. Please book your seat early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline
on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573 or Beth on 0408 785 207.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held today Sunday 17th June at 10.30am . All parents who wish to
have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend. The next meeting will be 15th July at 10.00am.

Parish Fundraising

Thank you to everyone who supported the recent cake and craft stall . The amount of $305.10 was raised.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call Ed 0413 547 470. All Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
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Dear people of God
The readings of today, mainly the first reading and the gospel, describe the planting and spreading of the kingdom of God
from the mystery of growing perspective. In the first reading, the Lord says He would take a shoot from the highest
branch of a cedar tree and plant it himself “on a very high mountain of Israel. It will sprout branches and bear fruit and
become a noble cedar.” This refers to the loftiness and the heavenly nature of God’s earthly kingdom that came through
the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ. It is from on high and planted on high. The book of Revelation throws more
light on this point, saying:
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be
their God. … One of the seven angels ... said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And
he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God. ... The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb. (Rev. 21:1-3, 9-10, 14).
The nobility of this God-planted cedar is dependent on God who grants its growth and healthiness; on God “who stunts
tall trees and make the low ones grow, who withers green trees and makes the withered, green” (see first reading). So
then, the dignity, growth and healthiness of the Church is dependent on God. Though unworthy, we have been made
members of the Church, (God’s own people, His chosen ones, His adopted children) through baptism. Baptised, we now
belong to this kingdom (see John 3:5); a kingdom, present and yet futuristic – and that is the mystery.
In the gospel, Jesus used the agrarian images of the seed and planting to describe the kingdom of God. The concern of the
first parable is not about the part the farmer plays (since the farmer only plants and does nothing afterwards), but to show
the part played by God who is able to wither the green and make the withered green again. I believe therefore, that if we
earnestly implore God in faith, the withered aspects of the Church, like priestly and religious vocations, will become
green again. (see 2 Chronicles 7:14). As the second reading suggests, we should live by faith and not by sight.
Furthermore, Jesus says that the kingdom of God is like seed thrown by a man on the land. “Night and day, while he
sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and growing; how, he does not know”. St Paul buttresses this point: “I
planted the seed and Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything,
but only God, who makes things grow” (1 Cor. 3:6 - 7). We may not know how the faith grows in people’s hearts or how
the Church will grow, but God will grant the increase, especially in vocations, if we plant or water the seed of faith.
The second parable is the kingdom seen as a tiny mustard seed, “which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the smallest
of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that
the birds of the air can shelter in its shade”. Christ established his church through the preaching of the Apostles and the
first disciples. He started with twelve Apostles. On Pentecost day in the Acts of the Apostles, they were 120 disciples.
From these the Church began like a tiny mustard seed and spread almost to all corners of the globe. And today, we are
part of this heavenly kingdom. While still living on earth, we are citizens of this heavenly kingdom. It is like being exiled
from our Father in heaven (see second reading). Having received the first pledge of our redemption at baptism through
the Word planted in us, we are confident then, “going as we do by faith and not by sight” that we will finally make our
home with the Lord in heaven – where there will be no tears, humiliations, sadness, sickness or death; no broken hearts
and bodies. The responsorial Psalm of today tells us that “the seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower”. Thus, St
James advises us saying: “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (James
1:21-22). God bless you all.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday
Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the First Saturday
of each month at

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am
9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 7th July 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

FIRST READING Ez 17:22-24
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The Lord says this:
‘From the top of the cedar, from the highest branch I will take a shoot and plant it myself on a very
high mountain. I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel. It will sprout branches and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar. Every kind of bird will live beneath it, every winged creature rest in the
shade of its branches. And every tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord, am the one who stunts tall
trees and makes the low ones grow, who withers green trees and makes the withered green. I, the
Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.’
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 91:2-3. 13-16. R. see v.2

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

(R.) Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.
1.
It is good to give thanks to the Lord
3.
to make music to your name, O Most High,
to proclaim your love in the morning
and your truth in the watches of the night. (R.)
2.
The just will flourish like the palm-tree
and grow like a Lebanon cedar. (R.)

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

SECOND READING

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

St John’s Church, Beechmont
Next Mass at St John’s

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm

Saturday
Sunday

Last Sunday of each month
Sunday 29th July 10.30 am

ANNUAL PARISH PLANNED GIVING THIS MONTH

As the financial year is coming to an end, I wish to use this opportunity to remind all our Parishioners and
friends, of our Annual Parish Planned Giving Sunday coming up on the weekend of 23/24 June, 2018. We will
brief you on the financial status of the Parish on or before then. God has been good to us. From Fr Isidore
We
. remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Mary James—Funeral Friday 22nd
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Gloria Guinea
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Christine Kay , Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake and Jarka Vanova
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
on Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, and 3rd August, 2018. Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.
Program for meetings for the candidates to receive First Holy Communion will be out sometime later.

KEYS AND CODES TO CHURCH AND SURROUNDS
Due to some issues with the alarms and keys recently we need everyone who has any key which unlocks any door at the Parish to
please advise the office immediately of the key number and code. This will ensure that your individual unique key and code will still
work in the lock as the codes and locks have to be reset for access to continue. We thank you for your cooperation. Please advise the
office within the next 7 days , failure to do so we result in access being denied.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish Next meeting
Saturday 30th June 2018 Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

Planted in the house of the Lord
they will flourish in the courts of our God,
still bearing fruit when they are old,
still full of sap, still green,
to proclaim that the Lord is just.
In him, my rock, there is no wrong. (R)

2 Cor 5:6-10

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
We are always full of confidence when we remember that to live in the body means to be exiled from the
Lord, going as we do by faith and not by sight – we are full of confidence, I say, and actually want to be
exiled from the body and make our home with the Lord. Whether we are living in the body or exiled from it,
we are intent on pleasing him. For all the truth about us will be brought out in the law court of Christ, and
each of us will get what he deserves for the things he did in the body, good or bad.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
all who come to him will live for ever.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Mk 4:26-34

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man throws seed on the land. Night
and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and growing; how, he does not know. Of
its own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when the
crop is ready, he loses no time; he starts to reap because the harvest has come.’
He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is like? What parable can we find for it? It is like a
mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is
sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that the birds of the air can
shelter in its shade.’
Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, so far as they were capable of understanding it.
He would not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything to his disciples when they were
alone.
BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Enzo Ocean Mackenzie La Fevre who is being baptised today. We pray that he will
Grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all his life's journey. We pray for his
parents, family and godparents.

