FIRST SUNDAY IN LENTYEAR B—18TH FEBRUARY 2018

Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.
RITE OF ELECTION 2018
The Rite of Election for 2018 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen on
this First Sunday of Lent, 18th February at 3.0pm.
We welcome and congratulate our brothers and sisters who join the 2018 RCIA program and will be going
through the Rite of Election this weekend. Our meetings will be on Saturdays at 10.30am. We call on all our parishioners to remember our brothers and sister in their prayers. And to pray for the success of the program.

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

My dear people of God
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The first preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on this Sunday 18th February at 10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 13th February 2018

651.40 - For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,193.15 - For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
1ST COLLECTION: $

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP.
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am in the Parish Centre .
Everyone welcome.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

Last Wednesday was Ash Wednesday which happened to fall on 14 th of February, Valentine’s Day. Being a day of
purification and a day of love, this year’s Ash Wednesday is a call to purify our love for Jesus and for one another
during this Lent. The Church has given us forty days to purify our relationship with God, with the Church – (the
militant, suffering and triumphant Church), and with one another. There are three main lines of action mapped for
us by the Church, through which we can achieve the required refinement of Love – making our loving selfless, true,
genuine and Godlike. They are praying, fasting and almsgiving. Not only is our love refined by these lines of action, but our faith also is strengthened, and our hope made secure.
So, we have forty days of Lent to do that. Jesus taught and practised it. In today’s gospel reading, St Mark wrote:
“the Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days and was tempted by Satan. He
was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him.” This event took place immediately after Jesus’ Baptism
as recorded by the synoptic gospels. St Mark, in his usual way of brevity, did not mention Jesus’s praying and fasting during those forty days and forty nights in the wilderness, as did St Matthew and St Luke in their own gospel
narratives. St Peter wrote: “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that
you should follow in his steps.” (1 Peter 2:21).
Following in the steps of the Master, we too are given the opportunity to go into the desert, the wilderness to train
ourselves in the habits of fasting, praying and being charitable. Jesus tells us, from the gospel read on Ash Wednesday, to do that not for the sake of winning people’s admiration, but to please the Father in heaven who sees all that
is done in secret. (see Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18). In Isaiah chapter 58, God tells us what fasting and praying should be.
This is part of what God says in that chapter:
The kind of fasting I want is this: Remove the chains of oppression and the yoke of injustice and let
the oppressed go free. Share your food with the hungry and open your homes to the homeless poor.
Give clothes to those who have nothing to wear, and do not refuse to help your own relatives. Then
my favour will shine on you like the morning sun, and your wounds will be quickly healed. I will always be with you to save you; my presence will protect you on every side. When you pray, I will answer you. When you call to me, I will respond. If you put an end to oppression, to every gesture of
contempt, and to every evil word; … then the darkness around you will turn to the brightness of noon.
(Isaiah 58:6-10)
During these forty days, we should watch out for the temptations of Satan in our lives, the areas in our lives that
constitute the devil’s strongholds in our lives and try to destroy them, so that Satan and his agents and agencies will
not have a place from which to tempt us or have a thing or person with which to tempt us. Lent is all about the renewal and perfecting of our baptismal vows: to reject Satan and all his empty and delusive promises, and to stick to
the triune God, who is most wonderful in all his ways and most sure in all his words.
At the end of this forty-day Lent, we shall renew our baptismal vows which initiated us into the New and Everlasting covenant in the blood of Jesus. The first reading, talking about God’s covenant with Noah, his redeemed family
and all creation, reminds us of our covenant with God after our redemption through the Paschal mysteries of Holy
week and Easter. And at the Easter vigil, we renew our baptismal vows to assent to that covenant in the blood of
Jesus, who suffered, died and rose for our sake. The Blood of Jesus is for us the sign of the rainbow in the spiritual
sky that draws God’s attention to his promise of mercy and everlasting love. And so, I call this Precious Blood our
Rainbow-in-the-Sky.
And St Peter in the second reading tells us that baptism is much more than a physical or customary exercise, not
merely a family tradition or just a pre-requisite for enrolling children into schools. Referring to Noah’s case of salvation and purification through water and the subsequent covenant, he says: “That water is a type of the baptism
which saves you now, and which is not the washing off of physical dirt, but a pledge made to God from a good
conscience….” How far are we living out our baptismal promises (or vows)? Some may not even remember what
the promises are. Enjoy your Lent.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

First Sunday of Lent - Year B Sunday, 18 Feb 2018

Week Day Mass

FIRST READING

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 3rd March 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 11th March 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Joseph Sannen and Jim Gardiner
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Karl Schelb
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan , and Christine Kay
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on
Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

29th April 2018, 6th May, 27th May, 17th June, 24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, 3rd August
Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.
Program for meetings for the candidates to receive First Holy Communion will be out sometime later.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Each Friday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be held at St Brigid’s Church at 5.45pm
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish.
Next meeting Saturday 24th February 2018. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105. Mobile 0410 802 810 or 0424 777 232.
Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE

MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays

Gen 9:8-15

A reading from the book of Genesis
God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my Covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; also
with every living creature to be found with you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: everything that came out
of the ark, everything that lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept away
again by the waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy the earth again.’
God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you and every living creature with you for all
generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant between myself and you and
every living creature of every kind. And so the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all things of flesh.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 24:4-9. R. see v.10

(R.) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth
to those who keep your covenant.
1.
Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)
2.
Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

SECOND READING

3.

The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path:
he teaches his way to the poor. (R)

1 Pt 3:18-22

A reading from the first letter of St Peter
Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was
put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach to the spirits in prison. Now it was
long ago, when Noah was still building that ark which saved only a small group of eight people ‘by water’, and when
God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits refused to believe. That water is a type of the baptism which saves
you now, and which is not the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to God from a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is at God’s right hand, now that he has made the
angels and Dominations and Powers his subjects.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 4:4
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

GOSPEL

MK 1:12-15

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and was tempted by Satan. He
was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has
come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’
PARISH LENTEN PROGRAM

The parish is organizing a Lenten Program to Pray, Share & Live the Gospel as a Family of the Faithful. We
invite all parishioners young & old, male & female to come together every Monday in Lent at 6:00pm here
at St Brigid’s Church. This will be highly beneficial to all RCIA candidates.
PROJECT COMPASSION

As part of our Lenten observance, we are called to show great concern for those in need. One of the avenues of doing this is to contribute to the
project compassion by reserving not only our extras but our sacrificial money during this lent and giving it out to CARITAS AUSTRALIA:
Project Compassion at the end of Lent. Project Compassion envelopes and boxes are available at the entrance of the Church.
Givers never lack.

