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We remember all those who have gone before us to rest  in the 

loving embrace of Jesus. We also remember their families -  

may they be comforted and  supported  in their loss by this  

Community of Faith.  
 

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time : 

 Brett Jackson 

 We  pray    for  those  who  are  sick or in hospital:   Christine De Barro, 

Maureen  and Paul Hurney ,Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey,  Bev Boothby 

 

Our prayers are  offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes. 
 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY     SUNDAY, 25th DECEMBER 2016 

FIRST READING  Is 52:7-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who brings good news, who heralds peace, brings happiness, 
proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’ 

Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, they shout for joy together, for they see the Lord face to face, as he returns 
to Zion. 
 

Break into shouts of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people, redeeming Jerusalem. 
The Lord bares his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord 
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.) 

2.    The Lord has made known his salvation;   
       has shown his justice to the nations.  
 He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel. (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. (R.) 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, 
with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the  
Horn acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) 

 
SECOND READING   Heb 1:1-6 
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our 
own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit everything and 
through whom he made everything there is. He is the radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature, 
sustaining the universe by his powerful command; and now that he has destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone 
to take his place in heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far above the angels as the title which 
he has inherited is higher than their own name. 
 

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I have become your father, or: I will be a father to him and 
he a son to me. Again, when he brings the First-born into the world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship him. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come you nations and adore the Lord. 
Today a great light has come upon the earth.  

Alleluia! 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. All that came to be had life in him and 
that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not overpower. 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. The Word was the true 
light that enlightens all men; and he was coming into the world. He was in the world that had its being through him, 
and the world did not know him. He came to his own domain and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to all who believe in the name of him who was born not out 
of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself. 
The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the Fa-
ther, full of grace and truth. 
John appears as his witness, He proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks before me 
because he existed before me.’ Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – yes, grace in return for grace, 
since, though the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH 
 
Week Day Mass  

Monday to Friday       7am   

Saturday          9am  

Sunday Mass 

 

Saturday Vigil        6.00 pm   

Sunday          8.30 am 

Rosary 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday    7.30am 

Saturday          8.30am 

Divine Mercy Prayer      Wednesday   7.30am 

Adoration with Benediction  Thursdays    7-8pm  
 
Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday  9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation St Brigid’s Church Saturday    5.15pm 
 
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont 
2nd Sunday of each month             10.30am 
 
 

Next Mass  at St John’s      Sunday 8th January   10.30am 
 

  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
God has been good to us. It is good to thank you all our Parishioners, for your faith and your support, 
which have kept the Church going despite all the attacks on her from within and without, seen and unseen. 
I just wish and pray for a flourishing Church, not only in faith but population wise as well. I think, we need 
more of ‘catechnoscience’, (i.e. a teaching system- a catechesis, that will talk about God-news as is rele-
vant in this era of science and technology), especially in this our Computer Age in which scientific cum 
technological advancements, moving us at an increasingly exponential speed, have tried to solve most 
riddles of human existence which were in the past, the ‘reserveds’ of God. I keep asking myself, if all those 
riddles of life, for which people turn to God for answers, have been answered, is there still any need to turn 
to God? Do you think that God is still relevant in our age and in your life? 
 

 Feel free to e-mail me at enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au 
  
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS.  
We thank all those who put up the Christmas tree, the children for their ‘Angels’, those in the music and 
liturgical ministries and all those who in one way or another contributed in making our Christmas the best.  
May God bless you all. 
 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 2017 
 

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

   39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG 

           POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211  

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm 

PHONE: (07) 5596 2632   FAX: (07) 5596 3669 

WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au 

Become a Part of the PARISH PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM  And help your Parish 
grow. 

 

We thank most sincerely all Parishioners who contribute to the Planned Giving Program.  
 Your ongoing commitment and contribution assists the responsible budgeting for the  
operating expenses of the Parish (wages, rates, electricity, building maintenance, etc.)  
as well as pastoral planning for Parish growth (faith education, sacramental preparation, resources, etc.)  
To obtain Planned Giving envelopes, please complete this form and place on the Collection Plate, or 
contact the Parish Office on 5596 2632.  (Please print clearly) 

 

Surname: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Christian Names: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Suburb: ___________________________________________________________________Post Code:  

Phone No : _____________________( H)   ______________________ (W)  ___________________________ (M) 

E-Mail:
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For University & Allamanda Hospital  - Southport Parish on 5510 2222 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433 

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

 
 

  ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $       876.20       - For Clergy Support 
 
 

2ND COLLECTION:   $     1,247.25      -  For Parish expenses  
such as administration, and maintenance of all  our  
buildings  and properties.  
 
 

The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 16,980.68  
 
 

 I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Fr Isidore 
 

 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE  
 

MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre  at 6.30pm  on the  2nd and 4th Wednesdays  of the 
month.  All Welcome. 

           PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM: 

 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya  Parish Priest  Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au 

 Parish Secretary:    Lenette Evans   Email:  nerang @bne.catholic.net.au 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST 
ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN 
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. 
 

The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and 
the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our 
website. 

 

     CHRISTMAS DAY REFLECTION 

Dear friends 

Once again, we celebrate Christmas, the annual solemn feast of the Birth of Christ and the mystery of the Incarna-

tion. We celebrate how God, overflowing with love and wanting to lavish this love on us, decided to come in human 

form by taking flesh to dwell among us. The Gospel of today says it all. “In the beginning was the Word: the Word 

was with God and the Word was God ... Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being but through 

him ... The Word was made flesh and lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of 

the Father, full of grace and truth.”  

I was wondering, how could God so condescend to become a human being? What a great act of humility! Why 

would Jesus Christ, our Lord and God, do that? Because God was overflowing with love for us and wanted to 

spare us suffering. St John wrote: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” What a wonderful and overwhelming love that made him to 

come and to remain obedient to his Father even unto accepting an undeserved and unjust sentence of death on a 

shameful cross. (See Philippians 2:5-8). Urging us to do the same, He said: “My command is this: Love each other 

as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends 

if you do what I command” (John 15:12-14).   

Love, they say, is all about trust. Trust is the greatest evidence and the secure foundation of love. Every peaceful 

and joyful relationship must be firmly established on trust. It must be based on faith and confidence, first of all, in 

one’s own goodness and meekness, and then in another’s goodness and meekness within a relationship. In the 

Incarnation, Jesus coming as a baby, is the greatest form of belief in human goodness and harmlessness. God in 

a way was saying: ‘there is nothing bad and harmful in the humans I have created’ and ‘they can remain that way if 

they are one with me.’ Just imagine what sort of trust God the Father had to entrust his only begotten Son to the 

whim and caprices of human beings – his creatures. Think about the kind of trust that made Jesus take flesh in the 

womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary, how he entrusted himself in total abandonment to the care and protection of 

Mary and Joseph, and other friends and relatives. So trusting was he that he made himself so vulnerable in love to 

the point of accepting death on a cross. And even while dying on the cross at the end of his earthly life, still ex-

pressed his belief in human goodness and meekness by praying, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they are doing." (Luke 23:34). At various times and in different ways in the past, God through the prophets has 

tried to tell us how he loved us, how great the trust he has in us, how lofty his plans for us, and how he so desired 

our friendship with him – all for our good. (Heb. 1:1-6). Despite our lack of cooperation with him, our denial of his 

love, he still loves and trusts us the more, teaching us to love and trust him as well, in total abandonment to his 

will. May we never take for granted God’s love and trust towards us. 

Glory to God in the highest as I wish all our Parishioners and visitors a wonderful Christmas celebration. Enjoy it as 

long as it lasts.   

         Father Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS 
PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY 

...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
Mark 10:14 

 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God 
with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to 
be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by all. 
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety em-
bracing appropriate boundaries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of 
Ethical  Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State. The full policy is available to read 

CHRISTMAS DAY 2016 


