TWENTYIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME— YEAR A - 20TH AUGUST 2017

FUND RAISING
Fathers Day Raffle Drawn 3rd September.
1st Prize—Wheelbarrow full of goodies
2nd Prize—Coffee Machine with Accessories
3rd Prize—Pressure Cooker
Please support this raffle by purchasing tickets.
Tickets $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00
CAKE / CRAFT STALL
As part of the Parish Fundraising, there will be a
cake/craft stall on the 1st Sunday of each month after the 8.30am Mass. Note there will be no stall in
September,
The next stall will be 1st October.
4 Week Retreat in Daily Life—In Friendship with
Jesus A structured program of daily prayer from

Monday to Thursday and a Sunday exercise. Retreatants meet weekly to share their experience in spiritual conversation facilitated by Spiritual Director.
Monday 11th, 18th, 25th Sept, 2nd, 9th Oct 10am –
11.30am St Monica’s Church, 485 Golden Four Dr,
Tugun Or 7 pm –8.30pm Sacred Heart Church, Parish Hospitality Centre, 50 Fairway Dr, Clear Island
Waters. Contact Helen Goldsmith,
helenpastoral@bne.catholic.net.au or 5572 5433
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 15h August 2017
1ST COLLECTION: $
718.40
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,1521.20
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 12,584.64
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.

MULTICULTURAL MASS for 2017 will be held at the Cathedral of St Stephen on Sunday 27th August at 2.30pm. Child
Migrants, the Vulnerable and the Voiceless, His Holiness, Pope Francis’ message for the 103rd World Day of Migrants and
Refugees .The main Celebrant will be the Most Rev Mark Coleridge Archbishop of Brisbane. Everyone welcome
CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call the Parish Office.

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP. The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am.
in the Parish Centre

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 17th September at
11.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised during October , November December are invited to attend.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Parish Priest Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Dear People of God
Sometimes, if not always, praying could seem like a duel, a wrestling with God. God tests our faith’s strength like a
master trainer, and awards the victory if we refuse to surrender till the last round of the fight. This was exemplified
in the story of the Canaanite woman in today’s gospel, whose unyielding spirit of prayer – a sign of strong faith won her victory and honour. To explain further, two other examples that readily come to my mind when I think of
prayer as a duel are the stories of Jacob, and the blind Bartimaeus.
In the book of Genesis (32:22-32), when Jacob was relocating from his maternal home back to his father’s house, he
came to the ford of the Jabbok. After he had taken his family and whatever belonged to him across the wadi, the
dried river-bed, he came back to the other side and was left there alone that night (maybe, to pray). Then a man
wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he could not prevail over him, he struck Jacob’s hip at its
socket, so that Jacob’s hip was dislocated as he wrestled with him. Then the man said to him, “Let me go, for it is
daybreak.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go until you bless me.” Then the man gave him another name
‘Israel’ (i.e May God prevail) as a token of blessing. Jacob named the place Peniel, because, as he said, ‘I have seen
God face to face, yet my life has been spared.’
The question is: Do we hold on to God, even when our hip is dislocated like Jacob’s, when we feel hurt and humiliated like the Canaanite woman whom Jesus likened to a dog and the reject of God’s plan of salvation? Do we still
attach ourselves to Him and not let go until our prayers are answered, even when it appears we are undeserving foreigners in His plan of salvation? (see first reading)
The problem is that people easily give up or take a rest in prayer, and so, never receive answers. They might think
‘He is God. How can we, humans, contest with Him and win.’ However, God has shown that if we, while accepting our lowliness and acknowledging His supreme and benevolent Will, still insist on receiving answers, He
will concede the victory to us and commend our faith. This victory may be a resurrection after death. The
Canaanite woman went on her knees at the feet of Jesus, allowing herself to be buried in humiliation and heartfelt
pain for her daughter. And when, through her unyielding spirit and expectant faith, her prayer was answered, it was
like a resurrection experience to her and her daughter back at home. If through our prayers, our loved ones: the (non
-Christian) Jews, the pagans, the sinners, the de-churched and unchurched, held in the prison of disobedience by
God, repent and receive God’s mercy, it will then be, as St Paul said in today’s second reading: ‘Nothing less than a
resurrection from the dead!’ God’s mercy is for everyone.
We need to tarry in our prayers. Not much is heard nowadays of 6am to 6pm in-doors Prayers; All night vigils; All
night Adorations; 9 days or 21 days Novena Prayers. Prophet Isaiah wrote: ‘O Jerusalem, I have posted watchmen
on your walls; they will pray day and night, continually. Take no rest, all you who pray to the Lord. Give the Lord
no rest until he completes his work, until he makes Jerusalem the pride of the earth.’ If there is any problem to pray
for, then, we should realize that God has posted us as watchmen and women to pray for that problem. It becomes
our duty not to rest nor allow God to rest until that problem is solved. Maybe, we have heard of this acronym:
P.U.S.H. - Pray Until Something Happens.
So, we keep pushing like Bartimaeus, the blind beggar in St Mark’s gospel. St Mark (10:46-52) wrote that as Jesus
was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a large crowd, Bartimaeus, who was begging by the roadside, heard that
He was passing by and began shouting, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” “Many rebuked him and told
him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call
him.’ So they called to the blind man, ‘Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.’ Throwing his cloak aside,
he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus asked him. The blind
man said, ‘Rabbi, I want to see.’ ‘Go,’ said Jesus, ‘your faith has healed you.’ Immediately he received his
sight and followed Jesus along the road.”
As we show our faith in persistent prayer, may our prayers receive favourable answers in Jesus’ Name. Amen
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.

CHURCHES

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH FROM 1ST JULY 2017

St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

The Mass at 9.00am on the First Saturday of each month will be a Mass
For the Sick with Anointing

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

The next Anointing Mass will be 2nd September, 2017

Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm, Saturday at 8.30am
And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer

Thursday

7.30am

Adoration

Thursday

7-8pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month

Sunday 10th September 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Arduino Vettori, Delfin and Louie Grefalda
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Luigina Rizzo, Maureen Hart
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
and Tina Vettori
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

20 Aug 2017

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my integrity be
manifest.
Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him and to love his name and be his servants – all who
observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my covenant – these I will bring to my holy mountain. I will make
them joyful in my house of prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house will
be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Sunday Mass

Next Mass at St John’s

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A.
FIRST READING Is 56:1.6-7

Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4

(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you!
1.
O God, be gracious and bless us
and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help. (R.)
2.
Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth. (R.)

SECOND READING

3.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you
May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him (R)

Rom 11:13-15. 29-32

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, but the purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and in this way save some of them. Since their rejection meant the
reconciliation of the world, do you know what their admission will mean? Nothing less than a resurrection from the
dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice.
Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, so those who
are disobedient now – and only because of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all men in their own disobedience only to show mercy to all mankind.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Mt 4:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mt 15:21-28

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he answered
her not a word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is
shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.’ But the woman had come
up and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well again.

A BIG THANK YOU FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH PLANNED GIVING
We thank our Parishioners who have responding to our call to be part of the Parish Planned Giving. Some Parishioners are yet to respond. The new envelopes for the Planned Giving are available for all those who indicated they wish to contribute by envelope. If you
have in the past indicated you wish to contribute by envelope and now wish to discontinue please call the office during office hours. If your
Planned Giving Envelope Pack has not been received please call the office. The Parish relies on you financial support for its existence, maintenance and growth. God also expects to see your token of gratitude given to him through the Church amidst other forms of your expression of
gratitude to Him. So, consider giving bounteously, for God gives and can give more than we can ever imagine. God bless you.

2017 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMME

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 26th August 2017

Cherish Life Qld is open to people of all faith backgrounds. The common bond of all members is the regard for human life from conception to natural death. The Gold Coast branch is starting monthly meetings. The intention is to help
prepare members to defend Life from deceitful and uninformed attacks. Also to become a force to promote Life and
counter the culture of death with whatever reasonable means available. Meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of
each month (starting 5th September at 6.30pm in St Brigid’s Parish Centre 39-49 McLaren Road, Nerang. Contact Fiona h: 07 5578 1513 m: 0457 781 513

Confirmation Preparation Meetings for Parents and Children began in July.
6th Confirmation Preparation Session immediately following 8.30am Mass Sunday 27th August
Confirmation will be on Friday 1st September at 6.00pm.

