Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year C - 23rd December 2018

PARISH ITEMS
1. Tea and coffee will be served after the 6.00pm Mass on Christmas Eve. Please bring a plate to share.
2. Would anyone who wants to organize a function in the Parish in 2019 please contact the office urgently so
that dates can be entered into our calendar to avoid a clash of dates as this year we have had many appeals
and functions etc. which were too close together.

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be 17th February 2019 at 10.00am. All parents
who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
REQUEST FOR MORE PEOPLE TO BE INVOLVED IN THE PARISH
[[[[[

We urgently need more people to do some of the Liturgical functions at the Vigil Mass on Saturday
evening and Sunday morning Mass. Anyone who is interested in becoming involved in any capacity in
the Parish, as:- Sacristan, Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, or in any other ministry, please call the Parish Office or speak to the Parish priest directly. Full training will be provided by
Fr Isidore, and no one will be asked to participate until they are comfortable and ready for the Ministry. We are also seeking more people to become involved in other areas of the Parish –Fundraising,
Hospitality and the cleaning of the Church. Please contact the office if you are willing to participate in
any of the ministries.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 18th December 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,202.30
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

848.25

Pastoral Care Skills Course

All parishioners providing pastoral care and visitation in aged care and nursing home facilities and any interested person wanting to become skilled at the very special art of pastoral listening are invited to join those
training to become hospital pastoral carers in an uplifting, engaging, fun and spirit-filled 5-day pastoralcare listening skills course at Surfers Paradise Parish Centre 9am – 4pm 21 – 25 January 2019 This
course is being sponsored by Centacare Pastoral Ministries Attendance is free but registrations are essential. To find out more: E: adminpasmin@bne.catholic.net.au Registrations close 14 January 2019

CARER REQUIRED

‘You are Mission’
Thank you for your prayers and generous contributions for
this year’s Catholic Mission World Mission Appeal supporting
global mission. Your faithful gifts will help provide for so many
people around the world. We invite you to consider continuing
being a part of mission and furthering life-giving work with us
through a regular monthly gift, by volunteering or simply
through prayer. Thank you for your contributions of $919.65.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on
5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

An experienced Carer is required to
help a disabled person in Nerang. The
days & times are negotiable & training
is provided. Please phone 5596 3276
for further details.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held
in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meet every Tues
9.30am to 11.30am. in the Parish Centre . Everyone is welcome.

.We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Dear People of God
Today, being the fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the advent Candle of Peace, having lit the candles of Hope, Faith and
Joy respectively on the previous three Sundays. Today, the anticipation of the message of the Angels to the shepherds –
‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men of good will’ - is becoming more intense and within reach. And
that is what Christmas is all about: giving God the highest honour and praise, and living at peace with oneself and with
everybody despite the challenges. For Jesus is our Peace.
The prophetic message of the first reading, given by Micah the Prophet around 735 BC (before the birth of Christ), talked
of Bethlehem as the birth place of the Messiah. That was the interpretation given to that portion of Micah’s prophecy by
Israel’s chief priests and teachers of the law, when the three wise men went to King Herod and asked to be directed to the
new born king whose star they saw in the east (Matthew 2:1-6). When this king comes, whom Mary “who is to give
birth” will give birth to, he will “stand and feed his flock with the power of the Lord, with the majesty of the name of his
God”. and as a good shepherd, his people “will live secure” and “He himself will be peace”.
The first part of Micah’s prophecy was fulfilled when Christ was born of the Virgin Mary at Bethlehem, but the fulfilment
of the second part seems to be still in progress. It will be completely fulfilled when we, human beings, accept to be the
flock of Christ, and allow him to be our peace. Accepting to be his flock is to listen and obey his voice (John 10:27-28); is
to be like him in complete obedience to God’s word (1 John 2:6; Philippians 2:5-10)); is to stand ready to do God’s will
always. Christ’s response to his (and our) Father, in the second reading, was (and will always be): “Here I am! I am
coming to obey your will”.
Do we want to give God the highest glory, then we should do his will. Do we desire peace among men, then we should
listen and do what the Angels sang at Christ’s birth (and at every Festive Mass): Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace to all who do God’s will. Jesus explained to his disciples: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to
accomplish his work”. That should be our singular desire too. As it is written in today’s second reading, “this will was for
us to be made holy by the offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus Christ”. Hence, the Letter to the Hebrews
says: “Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).
In today’s gospel, Elizabeth, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, said, among other things: “Why should I be honoured
with a visit from the mother of my Lord? ... Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord
would be fulfilled”. As Mary was acknowledged to be the Mother of God and bearer of Christ the Lord, so are we called
to be the mothers, brothers and sisters of Jesus by doing God’s will. Mary said ‘yes’ to the will of God revealed to her by
the Angel, and so, became the Mother of God and a Divine Vector of the Holy Spirit – the agent for passing on the Holy
Spirit to Elizabeth and her baby in the womb. Our saying ‘yes’ to God’s will makes us be like Jesus and his Mother. Jesus
says: “Anyone who does God's will is my brother and sister and mother” (Mark 3:35; Matt. 12:50).
May the peace and love of Christ reign in our hearts and homes. Merry Christmas.
PILGRIMAGE EXPERIENCE (Continued from last weekend Newsletter 23rd December 2018)

Waking up in a hotel in Tiberias, the following morning, we got ready and had our breakfast. And at about 7.20am, we
started boarding the bus for the day. Tiberias is a city in Israel dating back to the time of Christ. It was established on the
western shore of the Sea of Galilee around 20 years before the birth of Christ, and was named after the Roman Emperor,
Tiberius, by Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great. Our first activity for the day was the boat ride on the Sea of
Galilee (or Sea of Tiberias), which was one of the most exciting parts of our pilgrimage. The boat was a replica of those of
St. Peter’s time.
At first, the sea was a bit turbulent. That gave us a hint of what Jesus and the apostles experienced. None of us could
stand still or walk. Those who tried to, reeled and staggered like hilarious drunken men, even when we sang the
Australian National Anthem accompanied by the music. Although, not Australian, I felt more Australian than anyone
else, with a deep sense of love for this blessed country. Mid-way across the sea, everything was calm again, and taught by
one of our boat hosts, we all, with joining of hands and clapping simultaneously, danced to the tune of (I think) Jewish
music. After that, we listened to and sang some gospel songs until we got to the shore on the other side. It was really
wonderful - lots of fun and good friendship - although none of us walked on the sea or calmed the rough sea. Don’t ask
me why I didn’t try.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

2nd February 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Micah
The Lord says this:
You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the least of the clans of Judah, out of you will be born for me
the one who is to rule over Israel; his origin goes back to the distant past, to the days of old.
The Lord is therefore going to abandon them till the time when she who is to give birth gives
birth. Then the remnant of his brothers will come back to the sons of Israel. He will stand
and feed his flock with the power of the Lord, with the majesty of the name of his God. They
will live secure, for from then on he will extend his power to the ends of the land. He himself
will be peace.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 23rd December 2018.

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Haldane Dudley Ward, Margaret Allen, Lima Faber and Bruce Hudson.
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
[

ANNUAL HOLIDAY

Fr Isidore will be going on his annual holidays from 28th December 2018 to 26th January 2019. He will be travelling to
Nigeria to see his brother and sisters with their families. Please remember him in your prayers for safe travels. It’s really
a long journey.
While Father is away Mass times will be as usual with the exception of—no Mass or Rosary Wednesday evenings and
no Adoration or Benediction on Thursday evenings.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD

We wish to thank the Verbum Dei Missionaries for conducting the study of the Word of God . “Christ set us
free, so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1) . This has been held on the last Saturday of
every month —10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish This will not be held during December or January and
the next date for the meeting will be advised in the near future. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410
802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

Consider a Bequest —.Preparing a Will is the best way to ensure that the people you care about are
properly provided for. When preparing your Will, your heart and mind turn first to your family and
loved ones. Once they are provided for, a Will is a unique opportunity to make a significant gift to the
people and organisations you care about. Please prayerfully consider including a gift to our Parish. Your
gift will help carry forward the gospel message to future generations. For more information about how
to make a gift in your Will please contact the Catholic Foundation at 07 3324 3200 or
giving@bne.catholic.net.au

Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19. R. v.4

(R.) Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.
1.

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Mi 5:1-4

2.

O Shepherd of Israel, hear us,
3.
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help. (R.)
God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)

SECOND READING

May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name. (R.)

Heb 10:5-10

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
This is what Christ said, on coming into the world:
You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, prepared a body for me.
You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for sin; then I said,
just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book,
‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will.’
Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the
oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he says: Here I am! I am
coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace it with the second. And this will was for us to be
made holy by the offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lk 1:38

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 1:39-45

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house
and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting
reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the
Lord would be fulfilled.’

A Big Thank You

We wish to express our profound gratitude to all our parishioners for the Parish Christmas Party held last Sunday. It
was really fantastic. A big thank you to all the Filipino ladies and their families for providing the Roast pork, the Cake
and the kiddies games. To all who gave their foods, drinks, time, services, etc., we say “Thankyou very much”. And
Merry Christmas all Parishioners and visitors.

