Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying.
Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020
and 2021. It is a significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future.
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the question:
“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about the Plenary
Council 2020 at the new website now online: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au
REWRITE THE STORY –ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE
Domestic and family violence defines the story of too many members of our community. Together we can help end domestic and family violence. Everyone in the Archdiocese of Brisbane can get involved in Domestic and Family
Violence Prevention Month. When women flee domestic and family violence they often do so with nothing. Centacare,
in collaboration with the St Vincent de Paul Society, has recently established a number of 12 month post-crisis respite
support homes to help families get back on their feet and begin rewriting their stories.
This Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month we are looking for support to help fit out one of these homes
with new furniture. To make a donation to this fund : Option 1: EFT BSB; 064-786 Account Number 521390103
Account Name: Charitable Works Fund Reference: Please call 3324 3200 to receive your unique reference number.
Option 2: Cheque—Make a cheque payable to Centacare Domestic and Family Violence Service and send to:
Centacare Domestic and Family Violence Service C/o Catholic Foundation G.P.O. Box 282, Brisbane. Q 4001. For
more information and to make a tax deductible donation visit: rewritethestory.org.au.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 19th June 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,111.90
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. The Parish Planned Giving Sunday is coming up on
23/24 June, 2018. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

639.55

RCIA ENROLMENT NOW OPEN

The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for people who have not
received the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation . Anyone wishing to be
initiated fully into the Catholic Faith should call the office on Monday or Friday 9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday
and Thursday 9.00am to 3.30pm or the school office to pick up an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for
2019 should be completed and returned to the office by the end of August 2018.
Filipino Mass for the Feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Saturday 30th June 2018 at Marian Valley.
The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station, bus stop A, on the Boulton Street side, at approximately 8.30am. The cost
for the bus is $20 return. Please book your seat early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline
on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573 or Beth on 0408 785 207.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 15th July at 10.00am . All parents who wish to
have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP.
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am in the Parish Centre . Everyone welcome.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call Ed 0413 547 470. All Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
. here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
We
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

The Nativity of St John The Baptist - Year B – 24th June
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Dear People of God
Today is the solemnity of the birth of John the Baptist. This feast occurs annually on the 24 th of June, just three months
after that of the Annunciation celebrated annually on 25th of March. At the Annunciation, the Archangel told Mary that
Elizabeth was in her sixth month of pregnancy. And three months later, John was born. This year, John’s birthday falls
on a Sunday, being today.
The first reading of today (proper to the feast), could be explained by what St Paul wrote: “We know that all things work
for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, … And those he predestined he also called; and those he called he also justified;
and those he justified he also glorified.” For a purpose in the Divine plan, we all are made. Every producer, maker or
manufacturer, has a concept of the thing to be produced - its purpose, use and usefulness - before producing it. So with
God before he made each of us.
The first reading, written hundreds of years before John’s birth, offers John, and indeed all of us, a voice: “The Lord
called me before I was born, from my mother’s womb he pronounced my name.” This defines every human person’s
purposeful and predestined life and living. Before John’s conception, his father and mother, Zechariah and Elizabeth
were married for many years without a child. When all hope appeared gone, God remembered them, and sent an Angel
to Zechariah. Having allowed himself to be overwhelmed by hopelessness, Zechariah doubted the message from God.
For this, he was struck dumb until John’s birth, as a sign that with God there is no place for hopelessness but only trust in
his divine will.
Not only was John’s coming to existence announced before his birth, but he leapt for joy in his mother’s womb when
Jesus and his mother visited their house. Jesus at that time was a day or two old in Mary’s womb. Even in the womb,
somehow, John accepted with joy his mission and God-given raison d’être as a forerunner of Jesus, his Lord.
His name too was not ordinary. When his mother said he was to be called John, people around were astonished at this
unique God-given name. They said to her, “But no one in your family has that name”. And when they signalled the father to confirm, Zechariah, to their astonishment again, wrote, “His name is John”. And all who heard about the story
treasured it in their hearts, wondering, “What will this child be?” This is a question asked at every human birth, whether
voiced or muted. Unless each of us discovers the answer to this question, we will end up floating like a ship or an aircraft
without a compass, (a navigator) and a destination. The answer comes as life unfolds and we answer it by living out that
answer for people to see as John did.
Furthermore, the names in today’s gospel reading have something to say also. Elizabeth means ‘God has promised’ or
‘God promises’. The fulfilment of God’s promises to us, especially, that of heavenly reward, could sometimes be delayed,
until it appears to be barren and looks hopeless. Strengthening Mary’s faith after the Annunciation, the Angel said: “And
behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible” (Luke 1:36-37). Zechariah means ‘God remembers his promise’
and John, “God has shown (us) favour’ or ‘God is gracious (to us)”. There is something in names, I believe. Do parents
think about that in choosing their babies’ names? Is it a name that sounds sweet or a name that defines a purpose, a name
that could influence a person’s life positively? It may not be the culture of the Western World, but it is our biblical faith
and Christian heritage.
John’s birth announced the fulfilment of God’s great promises of a new covenant and man’s salvation, fulfilled in Jesus
Christ, the promised Messiah. And as John’s name depicts, God did show his graciousness in sending us a redeemer and
King, Jesus Christ. St Paul wrote: “To keep his promise, God has raised up for Israel one of David’s descendants, Jesus,
as saviour, whose coming was heralded by John when he proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the whole people of
Israel” (see second reading).
On this day, my dear people, let us be reminded that our birth and existence were not accidental. We were born for a
reason, we are here on earth for a purpose, on a divine mission. Apart from our unique roles, we all share in that mission
of Christ to establish the kingdom of God wherever we are. As St Paul says: “… This message of salvation is meant for
you.” God Bless You.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist - Sunday, 24 June 2018

Week Day Mass

[[

FIRST READING Is 49:1-6

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 7th July 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
Last Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 29th July 10.30 am

CHANGE TO MASS TIMES
There will be no Mass on the mornings of Thursday 12th and Friday 13th July as Fr. Isidore will be away
for the Proclaim Conference in Brisbane.
We
. remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Mary James and Bernie Menyweather
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Gloria Guinea and Bernice Smale
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Christine Kay , Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake and Jarka Vanova
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Islands, listen to me, pay attention, remotest peoples. The Lord called me before I was born,
from my mother’s womb he pronounced my name. He made my mouth a sharp sword, and hid me in the shadow
of his hand. He made me into a sharpened arrow, and concealed me in his quiver.
He said to me, ‘You are my servant Israel, in whom I shall be glorified’; while I was thinking, ‘I have toiled vain,
I have exhausted myself for nothing’; and all the while my cause was with the Lord, my reward with my God. I
was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, my God was my strength. And now the Lord has spoken, he who formed
me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, to gather Israel to him:
‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel;
I will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 138:1-3. 13-15. R. v.14
(R.) I praise you for I am wonderfully made.
1.
O Lord, you search me and you know me,
you know my resting and my rising,
you discern my purpose from afar.
You mark when I walk or lie down,
all my ways lie open to you. (R.)
2.
For it was you who created my being,
knit me together in my mother's womb.
I thank you for the wonder of my being,
for the wonders of all your creation. (R.)

3.

Already you knew my soul,
my body held no secret from you
When I was being fashioned in secret
and moulded in the depths of the earth. (R)

SECOND READING Acts 13:22-26
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Paul said: ‘God made David the king of our ancestors, of whom he approved in these words, “I have elected David son
of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will carry out my whole purpose.” To keep his promise, God has raised up for
Israel one of David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose coming was heralded by John when he proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the whole people of Israel. Before John ended his career he said, “I am not the one you imagine
me to be; that one is coming after me and I am not fit to undo his sandal.”
‘My brothers, sons of Abraham’s race, and all you who fear God, this message of salvation is meant for you.’

and a

ANNUAL PARISH PLANNED GIVING THIS MONTH

As the financial year is coming to an end, I wish to use this opportunity to remind all our Parishioners and
friends, of our Annual Parish Planned Giving Sunday coming up this weekend 23/24 June, 2018. We will
brief you on the financial status of the Parish today. God has been good to us. From Fr Isidore
2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
on Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, and 3rd August, 2018. Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.
Program for meetings for the candidates to receive First Holy Communion will be out sometime later.

KEYS AND CODES TO CHURCH AND SURROUNDS
Due to some issues with the alarms and keys recently we need everyone who has any key which unlocks any door at
the Parish to please advise the office immediately of the key number and code. This will ensure that your individual
unique key and code will still work in the lock as the codes and locks have to be reset for access to continue. We thank
you for your cooperation. If you have a key and/or code and have not advised the office please do so immediately.
Failure to do so will result in the key and code being cancelled and access denied.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Lk 1:76
Alleluia, alleluia!
You, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 1:57-66. 80
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; and when her neighbours and relations
heard that the Lord had shown her so great a kindness, they shared her joy.
Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going to call him Zechariah after his father, but
his mother spoke up. ‘No,’ she said ‘he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no one in your family has that
name’, and made signs to his father to find out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writing tablet and
wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And they were all astonished. At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and
praised God. All their neighbours were filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about throughout the hill country of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ‘What will this child turn out to be?’ they wondered.
And indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. The child grew up and his spirit matured. And he lived out in the wilderness until the day he appeared openly to Israel.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish Next meeting
Saturday 30th June 2018 Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

