21stSunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 26th August 2018
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm

Help our most vulnerable neighbours
Your gift helps Centacare’s team of staff and volunteers outreach:
Homelessness and housing support Hospital chaplaincy Domestic and family violence Catholic Psychiatric
Pastoral Care….
Your gift is the answer to someone’s prayer through Centacare, one of the four vital agencies supported by
the Catholic Campaign. Support the good works of the Church. Give today: 07 3324 3200 or catholiccampaign.com.au. The campaign will be held 7th and 8th September 2018.
The Parish is in need of more people to volunteer as offertory collectors. As volunteers, they have to be registered with the Archdiocese. Please if you are moved to do this for God and the Church, contact the office to
pick up the Volunteers’ Form.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 16th September at 10.00am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

Couples celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary together with their family and friends are invited to Mass to be celebrated by Archbishop Mark Coleridge at the Cathedral of St Stephen, 249 Elizabeth
Street, Brisbane on Saturday 6th October 2018 @ 10.00am. Light refreshments in the Hanly Room will
follow the Mass. For catering purposes, please RSVP by Friday 28th September 2018
E: cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au T: 3324 3030
This annual celebration is a fabulous celebration and we look forward to welcoming many golden couples.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 21st August

2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,507.05
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

1,050.50

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
. here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
We
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please
go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
My Dear People of God
Many times, in our lives, we may have got to a point, a crossroad, on our life journey where we must make decisions and
chose which direction to follow. Sometimes, it is as insignificant as deciding what food to eat, which clothes to wear to a
party or church service, or what words to say to an angry friend. Other times, it may be a major decision on which hinges
our past, present and future life – for instance, choosing which religion or faith-life one lives, remaining a catholic or not,
deciding who to marry, remaining in a marriage or divorcing, entering the catholic priesthood, or becoming a nun.
The readings of today, present to us the three fundamental decisions that guide and guard our lives as members of society, church and nuclear families. These are major and basic decisions that underlie and undergird every other day-to-day
decisions or choices we make. In the first reading, Joshua calls on the Israelites, on their arrival at the promised land, to
choose between serving God or serving other gods. This choice will determine how they will live daily with other human
beings. We must note that Joshua led by example - choosing to serve the Lord. He chose not only for himself but also for
his House (or his family). Parents should mark this. For it contradicts the faith to choose for yourself alone and leaving
your children to make their own choice when they are old enough to do so. If your faith tradition is the best, why leave
your children to choose the lesser. And if it is not the best, why waste your time, energy, resources and your entire life on
something less than the best. Some people might say that what is best for the parents may not be the best for the children.
However, we are talking of a fundamental decision of serving God for the salvation of one’s soul.
In the second reading, St Paul calls for another fundamental decision that keeps each nuclear family together in love and
harmony. The advice for wives to be submissive to their husbands should not be seen as based on a relationship of superior and inferior, for both are equals. But just as the saying goes, ‘two captains cannot pilot a ship at the same time’. They
may take turns, one at a time. St Paul encourages us to have Christ’s mindset, who, though equal with the Father as God,
decided not to hold tight to his equality with the Father but humbled himself to be submissive to the Father to the point
of accepting, as the Father’s will, a death he never wanted. And God also did not take his sacrifice for granted but raised
him up to his glory as God at His right hand. And so, submission and love in marriage is a matter not of feeling or force,
but of choice and commitment.
In the Gospel, which continues the Eucharistic discourses, Jesus, seeing that all of his followers had deserted him, turned
to the twelve to ask for their decision to remain part of him by following him and holding on to his life-giving words, or
to abandon him. Peter’s reply is important here. He said: “Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of eternal
life, and we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God”. Faith in the Eucharist is the life of the Church. And it
is a choice to believe in the Real Presence.
One thing we must note is that every moment of giant decision making in our lives is always a summation of and the final point of a series of overlooked or taken-for-granted little decisions and choices we make daily. An ancient Chinese
proverb, says:
Be careful of your thoughts, for your thoughts become your words.
Be careful of your words, for your words become your actions.
Be careful of your actions, for your actions become your habits.
Be careful of your habits, for your habits become your character.
Be careful of your character, for your character becomes your destiny.
I must add also that once a character is formed, the steps are reversed. So, I say: Be careful of the destiny you aspire to,
for it sustains and propels your character, then character sustains and propels your habits, habits sustain and propel your
actions, actions sustain and propel your words, words sustain and propel your thoughts. It is always important, not to
lose sight of the final destiny which is in God through Jesus in the Holy Spirit. It is glorious if seen for now with the eyes
of faith. The Letter to the Hebrews said, “let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking up to Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” Happy Weekend.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
N.B. Anointing Mass for the Sick and needy is next Saturday, 1st September. All are invited.
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Sunday, 26 Aug 2018

Week Day Mass

FIRST READING Jos 24:1-2. 15-18

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 1st September 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 23rd September 10.30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
[

We pray for the recently deceased : Iroaja Ohabuiro, Douglas Grant, Bernard Casey,
Michael Stopforth and Annette Webster.
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Maureen Hart,
John Linton Maguire. Mathew Deavasia, Mrs Erlinda Portes and Patrick McGregor
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: John Claydon, Margaret Allen, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen
and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly
Ryan, Christine Kay, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal , Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

Message to all Parishioners from the Archdiocese of Brisbane:
For the second time in two years, the Queensland Parliament will debate whether to make abortion legal. The draft bill
will allow abortion until the day that a baby is born – late-term abortions will be legal in Queensland as long as two doctors agree that it “in all the circumstances, the termination should be performed”. This will mean that social reasons will
be enough for a legal abortion of a full-term baby. The Archdiocese wants to ensure that Queenslanders understand this
new bill and have time to consider it. We believe both lives matter and the bill should not go ahead. Please visit our
website to learn more: https://community.actonit.com.au/aob/
Please consider signing the petition in the back of the church today. This form has been sent to us by the
Archbishop’s Office. They will be collating all the information.

MARCH FOR LIFE
Join Cherish Life in the MARCH to STOP labor’s LATE-TERM ABORTION BILL
Saturday 1st September 2.00pm, meeting at Queen’s Gardens, 144 George Street, Brisbane.
Take a carload or go by train. Car pooling from St Brigid’s Nerang, 39-49 McLaren Road,
Nerang—leaving 12.45pm sharp. Make a stand and defend our unborn!! Great speakers also.
Cherish Life-Gold Coast Branch-contact Fiona: m 0457 781 513.

A reading from the book of Joshua
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he called the elders, leaders, judges and scribes of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. Then Joshua said to all the people: ‘If you will not serve the Lord,
choose today whom you wish to serve, whether the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you are now living. As for me and my House, we will serve the Lord.’
The people answered, ‘We have no intention of deserting the Lord and serving other gods! Was it not the Lord our God
who brought us and our ancestors out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked those great wonders before our eyes and preserved us all along the way we travelled and among all the peoples through whom we journeyed.
We too will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 33:2-3. 16-23. R. v.9
(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
1.
I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)
2.
The Lord turns his face against the wicked
to destroy their remembrance from the earth.
The Lord turns his eyes to the just
and his ears to their appeal. (R.)
5.
Evil brings death to the wicked;
those who hate the good are doomed.
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants.
Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. (R.)

3.

4.

They call and the Lord hears
and rescues them in all their distress.
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted;
those whose spirit is crushed he will save. (R)
Many are the trials of the just man
But from them all the Lord will rescue him.
He will keep guard over all his bones,
nor one of his bones shall be broken. (R)

SECOND READING Eph 5:21-32
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians.
Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives should regard their husbands as they regard the Lord, since as
Christ is head of the Church and saves the whole body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the Church submits
to Christ, so should wives to their husbands, in everything. Husbands should love their wives just as Christ loved the
Church and sacrificed himself for her to make her holy. He made her clean by washing her in water with a form of
words, so that when he took her to himself she would be glorious, with no speck or wrinkle or anything like that, but
holy and faultless. In the same way, husbands must love their wives as they love their own bodies; for a man to love his
wife is for him to love himself. A man never hates his own body, but he feeds it and looks after it; and that is the way
Christ treats the Church, because it is his body – and we are its living parts. For this reason, a man must leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one body. This mystery has many implications; but I am
saying it applies to Christ and the Church.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

See Jn 6:63. 68

Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: you have the words of everlasting life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Jn 6:60-69

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus said, ‘This is intolerable language. How could anyone accept
it?’ Jesus was aware that his followers were complaining about it and said, ‘Does this upset you? What if you should
see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before?
‘It is the spirit that gives life,
the flesh has nothing to offer.
The words I have spoken to you are spirit
and they are life.
‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the outset those who did not believe, and who it
was that would betray him. He went on, ‘This is why I told you that no one could come to me unless the Father allows
him.’ After this, many of his disciples left him and stopped going with him.
Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about you, do you want to go away too?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, who
shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.’

