Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.
RITE OF ELECTION 2018
The Rite of Election for 2018 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen on
the First Sunday of Lent, 18th February at 3.0pm.
Anyone wishing to become a Catholic should call the office on Tuesday or Thursday for an application form. All
forms for 2018 should be completed and returned to the office immediately.
BAPTISM PREPARATION

The first preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 18th February at
10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 23rd January 2018

836.20 - For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,189.95 - For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
1ST COLLECTION: $

Fr Isidore

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month outside school holidays. For more information please call the Parish Office.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP.
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. in the Parish Centre . Everyone welcome.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B—28TH JANUARY 2018

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Reflection by Brendan Byrne courtesy of Pastoral Liturgy
Today’s Gospel describes the first public act of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel: his teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum, in the course of which he dramatically frees a man possessed by an evil spirit.
Mark’s Gospel frequently presents Jesus as a teacher– though, curiously, does not tell us much about the actual content of his instruction. The evangelist simply wants to present Jesus as one who teaches with great authority. We
note how, at both the beginning and the end of this episode, the people in the synagogue are struck by the authority
with which Jesus teaches-in contrast to that of the other religious authorities( the scribes). Indeed, what is really surprising is that they seem just as impressed by the authority with which he teaches as by the authority with which he
drives ut demons, an example of which has just taken place before their eyes.
In fact, the episode suggests that there is a very close link in Mark’s view between the liberation involved in genuine teaching and the liberation involved in expelling demons– a thought that might produce a wry smile in those
who labour in the classroom today. For Jesus, to be ignorant or wrong about God is just as much a captivity as the
various other captivities that the ancient worldview attributed to demonic possession-many of which would now
attribute to pathological psychological conditions. Although St. Mark doesn't inform us about the content of Jesus’
teaching on this particular occasion, we can be pretty certain that it had to do with the true nature of the God whom
Jesus addressed with intimate knowledge as ‘Father’ and whose saving designs for the world were summed up in
the phrase ‘the Kingdom (or “ Rule”) of God.” His message and the authority with which he proclaimed it were new
with the “newness” of creation. What he said communicated a sense of a fresh start at life, beginning with renewed
Relationship with God, freely offered in unconditional love.
The dramatic liberation of the demon-possessed man before the eyes of all in the synagogue was not, then, unconnected with Jesus’ teaching. It simply enacted, albeit more physically, a liberation that was going on within all present as they listened to Jesus and drank in his words. “Captivities” of prejudice, fears, scruples, guilt's, ignorance
about God, were dragged out of them. Far beyond overt cases of possession, the demonic can refer to any condition
that controls human lives, inhibiting freedom and choice, stunting personal growth, alienating persons from God
and their own true humanity, rendering relationships with others poisonous or destructive. Addictions of all kinds
come to mind, their destructiveness symbolizes in the “convulsions” inflicted on the man in this scene by the demon
as it left him. Rather than being mere spectators of what is being described, the Gospel invites those who hear it to
identify with Jesus’ audience in the synagogue and to consider all the ways in which their own lives need to be set
free through the power and teaching of Jesus.
In the First Reading Moses assures the Israelites that his own departure from the scene would not mean that they
would lack a means of receiving messages and instruction from God. God would raise up a prophet like himself, to
whose words they should attentively listen. The later Jewish tradition understood this promise in a messianic sense
and looked for a “Moses-like” prophet who would come at the end of the age. Jesus’ appearance and teaching in the
synagogue at Capernaum represents one instance of his fulfilling this role, though on a vastly higher scale than Moses.
The Second Reading offers one of those texts from St Paul that earns the apostle a bad name if the context is not
taken carefully into account. At this point in the letter Paul is attempting to steer a pastoral course between two
tendencies that prevailed in the early Church because of its keen anticipation of the imminent return of its Lord. On
the one hand, he has to moderate the excessive eagerness of some of the Corinthians to forbid marriage. On the other hand, he wants to uphold the view that, because of that hope, it was appropriate, for those who had the gift (and
only for them), to remain celibate and devote all their attention to waiting upon the Lord. What Paul perhaps did not
sufficiently allow for –though it can perhaps be genuinely drawn from his words-is that pleasing one’s partner and
attending on the Lord are not necessarily alternatives but perfectly compatible aspirations within a marriage that is
sacramental not only in name but in fact.

CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Sunday, 28 Jan 2018

Week Day Mass

FIRST READING Dt 18:15-20

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the First Saturday of each 9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 3rd February 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm, Saturday at 8.30am.
And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s
Sunday 11th February 10.30 am

.

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :

Barry Williams and Joanna

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Albert Evans & Len Guinea
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan , Jim Gardiner and Christine Kay
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish Next meeting
Saturday 24th February 2018 Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
It is now time to enrol children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age but have not
received the Sacrament of Confirmation and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years of age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist. The parent meeting will be held in February and all parents who wish to
enrol their child or children for 2018 please contact the parish office to obtain the enrolment forms. We will celebrate
the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday
24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, from among yourselves, from your
own brothers; to him you must listen. This is what you yourselves asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of
the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you said “the voice of the Lord my God, nor look any longer on this great
fire, or I shall die”; and the Lord said to me, “All they have spoken is well said. I will raise up a prophet like yourself
for them from their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell them all I command him. The
man who does not listen to my words that he speaks in my name, shall be held answerable to me for it. But the
prophet who presumes to say in my name a thing I have not commanded him to say, or who speaks in the name of
other gods, that prophet shall die.”’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.9
(R.) If today, you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.
1.
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)
2.
Come in, let us kneel and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)

3.

O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tries me, though they saw my work.’ (R)

SECOND READING 1 Cor 7:32-35
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord’s affairs, all he need
worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a married man has to bother about the world’s affairs and devote himself to
pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an unmarried woman, like a young girl, can devote herself to
the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry about is being holy in body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand,
has to worry about the world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing her husband. I say this only to help you, not to
put a halter round your necks, but simply to make sure that everything is as it should be, and that you give your undivided attention to the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 4:16
Alleluia, alleluia!
A people in darkness have seen a great light:
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 1:21-28
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and as soon as the Sabbath came Jesus went to the synagogue and
began to teach. And his teaching made a deep impression on them because, unlike the scribes, he taught them with
authority.
In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by an unclean spirit, and it shouted, ‘What do you want with
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus said
sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions and with a loud cry
went out of him. The people were so astonished that they started asking each other what it all meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new’ they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives orders even to unclean spirits and they obey him.’
And his reputation rapidly spread everywhere, through all the surrounding Galilean countryside.

World Marriage Day Mass 2018
Married couples from all Gold Coast Parishes are invited to a celebration of Eucharist at 11.00am at St Benedict’s
Church, Wallaby Drive, Mudgeeraba on Sunday 11th February.
Invite the whole family along if 2018 is a significant mile0stone anniversary for you. Celebrate your marriage whether married only last year or decades ago. A renewal of Marriage Vows will be included during the Liturgy. Fr Peter
Dillon P.P OF Surfers Paradise and South Coast Dean will be the Celebrant. Please bring a plate and stay awhile to
chat. Tea and Coffee provided. Contact and RSVP: Sue and Bren on 55 22 4880

