FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PARISH PENTECOST RETREAT

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 24th April 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,165.30
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
843.55

FINDING THE EXTRAORDINARY IN THE ORDINARY
Liturgy Brisbane is once again hosting their annual musicians’ workshop. This year we will focus on extraordinary music for ordinary time. Presented by Sr Ursula O’Rourke, James Robinson and the music ministry team from Maroochydore Parish. It will be a day filled with laughter, insight and new music. This will be
held at ACU Banyo on 2nd June. The registration fee of $20.00per person covers all materials and morning
tea. As an extra incentive to parishes the $20.00 fee applies to individuals but if the parish can get more than
5 people to attend the fee is capped at $100.00. More information is available on https//
liturgybrisbanemusic.weebly.com/ or please contact the parish office during office hours.

Parish Fundraising
The Cake and Craft Stall will be held next weekend Sunday 6th May. All donations to the stall of cakes,
biscuits, preserves and craft items will be gratefully accepted. Please support the Parish by purchasing items
for sale.
Mother’s Day Raffle .Tickets are now on sale and the prizes are on display at the front of the Church.
Please support this raffle by purchasing a ticket. The tickets are $2.00 each. This will be drawn on 13th May
after the 8.30am Mass.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held Sunday 20th May at 10.00am. All parents who
wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.
.
Please
Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.

Cherish Life Gold Coast Next meeting Tuesday 1st May at 6.30pm in the Parish Centre 39-49 McLaren
Road, Nerang. A submission to influence the outcome of the abortion legislation pledged by the State Government has been prepared. This meeting will focus on practical follow up needed for the best outcome.
Key strategies are: Prayer, writing to or visiting your state MP, signing the official Qld Parliament e-petition,
and speaking with friends and family.
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ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon.
Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm

PARISH PENTECOST RETREAT COMES UP FROM 9TH TO 12TH OF MAY. PLEASE KEEP THESE DATES
IN YOUR DIARY AND CALENDER. STARTS 5.45PM EACH DAY 9TH TO 11TH. AND 9.00AM TO 3.30PM ON
SATURDAY 12TH OF MAY, 2018. FIND MORE DETAILS ON THE PARISH NOTICEBOARD.

1ST COLLECTION: $

YEAR B

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya. Phone: 0451 140 471. Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

My Dear People of God
Reflecting on what Jesus said in today’s gospel reading, I am tempted to think of many people who are really
working hard but doing nothing. Jesus said: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with
me in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing.” Why would Jesus say that? Have we not
seen and heard people who are staying apart from him and are great in their own ways - great and good teachers,
artists, lawyers, doctors, scientists, businessmen and women, etc., who do not know Him nor have anything to do
with Him? But knowing that Jesus cannot be telling lies because he is the truth, I believe in what he said. He cannot be myopic in His thoughts because He is all-knowing.
Then, I realised he was talking to His disciples, to those who have left everything and followed Him. When we
were baptised, we were baptised into the life of Jesus who took our death and gave us His life. We became the disciples of Jesus. Thus, we were called to live no longer for ourselves but only for Him who for our sake died and
rose again (1 Cor 5:15). At baptism we chose to leave everything to follow Him. Jesus said: “If anyone comes to
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters — yes, even their own life — such
a person cannot be my disciple. And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
…..those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.” (Luke 14:26). And St James
puts it this way: “…. don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” (James 4:4-). That sounds strange! Shall
we then hate the world God has created and made for us to live in?
I think Jesus was trying to pass on to us the fact that there are opposing forces militating against him and his
teachings. And so, towards the end of the chapter from where the gospel of today was taken, He said: “If the
world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As
it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates
you” (John 15:18-19). Living a truly Christian life in our contemporary world is like swimming against the current. Jesus knows this. But in the same chapter He says: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit — fruit that will last — and so that whatever you ask in my name the
Father will give you” (John 15:16).
So we are called, chosen and sent to go out to this opposing world that hates us and bear fruit – not wasting our
time bearing useless or temporary fruit, but fruit that will escort us into heaven (see Rev. 14:13). And we cannot
do that comfortably, unless we are attached to Jesus as vine branches are attached to the vine in order to be alive
and bear fruit. Sometimes, we might be working against God thinking we are working for him as did St Paul while
he was called Saul. He heard about Jesus and hated him, thinking it was good to do so. But when he encountered
Jesus, he realised he was wrong. Saved by grace he started preaching in Jesus’ Name, doing good works. And he
bore enduring fruits that lasted till date. But the world hated him too.

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

The first reading of today says: “But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they became
determined to kill him.” Although, nobody will threaten to kill us, but if any of us have had conversion experience, he or she will attest to how hard it is to live the Christian life among old friends, colleagues, former mates,
etc. St Paul knew what it entails. And so he says: “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and
more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to the
glory and praise of God (Phil. 1:9-11).

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

I pray that we shall all be filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes from obedience to Jesus’ command of
love. As St John said in today’s second reading: “Whoever keeps his commandments lives in God and God lives
in him. We know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he has given us.”
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP.
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am in the Parish Centre . Everyone welcome.

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 5th May 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 13th May 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan , Christine Kay and Tom Raudonikis
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist
on Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

29th April 2018, 6th May, 27th May, 17th June, 24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, 3rd August
Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.

MAY DEVOTION
The month of May is traditionally devoted to Our lady and the parish will join with all the Catholic Church
with a special devotion.
Time for Rosary and Benediction 5.45pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
All parishioners are invited on Sunday 13th May 2018 to Marian Valley to pray for Australia, its Protection,
Future and Youth. This will be held in conjunction with 53 other locations across Australia. The bus will
pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. Please
book your seat early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573

Fifth Sunday of Easter - Year B – 29th April 2018
FIRST READING

Acts 9:26-31

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him: they could not believe he
was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge of him, introduced him to the apostles, and explained how the
Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the
name of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord.
But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they became determined to kill him. When the brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent him off from there to Tarsus.
The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now left in peace, building themselves up, living in the
fear of the Lord, and filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 21:26-28. 30-32. R. v.26

(R.) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
1.
My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)
2.
All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. (R.)
3.
And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
‘These things the Lord has done.’ (R.)

SECOND READING

1 Jn 3:18-24

A reading from the first letter of St John
My children, our love is not to be just words or mere talk, but something real and active; only by this can we be
certain that we are the children of the truth and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence, whatever accu
sations it may raise against us, because God is greater than our conscience and he knows everything. My dear
people, if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s presence, and what
ever we ask him, we shall receive, because we keep his commandments and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we love one another
as he told us to. Whoever keeps his commandments lives in God and God lives in him. We know that he lives
in us by the Spirit that he has given us.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jn 15:4-5

Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;
my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!
[

GOSPEL

Jn 15:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even more. You are pruned already, by means of
the word that I have spoken to you. Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. As a branch cannot bear
fruit all by itself, but must remain part of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine,
you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you
can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, and they are burnt. If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, you may ask what you will and you shall get it. It is to the glory of my Father that you should
bear much fruit, and then you will be my disciples.’

