
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

   39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG 

           POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211  

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm 

PHONE: (07) 5596 2632   FAX: (07) 5596 3669 

WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au 

Become a Part of the PARISH PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM  And help your Parish grow. 
 

We thank most sincerely all Parishioners who contribute to the Planned Giving Program.  
 Your ongoing commitment and contribution assists the responsible budgeting for the  
operating expenses of the Parish (wages, rates, electricity, building maintenance, etc.)  
as well as pastoral planning for Parish growth (faith education, sacramental preparation, resources, etc.)  To obtain Planned Giving  
envelopes, please complete this form and place on the Collection Plate, or contact the Parish Office on 5596 2632.   
(Please print clearly) 

 

Surname: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Christian Names: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Suburb: ___________________________________________________________________Post Code:  

Phone No : ________________________( H)   ______________________ (W)  ___________________________ (M) 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For University & Allamanda Hospital  - Southport Parish on 5510 2222 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433 

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165 

 
 

  ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at  Tuesday 24th  January 2017 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $          704.65         - For Clergy Support 
 

 

2ND COLLECTION:   $       1,286.90         -  For Parish expenses  
such as administration, and maintenance of all  our  
buildings  and properties.  
 

The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 16,439.61 
 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Fr Isidore 

 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE  
 

MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre  at 6.30pm  on the  2nd and 4th Wednesdays  of the month.   All Welcome. 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest  in the 

loving embrace of Jesus. We also remember their families -  

may they be comforted and  supported  in their loss by this  

Community of Faith. :  

 

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time :  
 

 We  pray   for  those  who  are  sick or in hospital:   Christine De Barro, 

Maureen  and Paul Hurney ,Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey,   
 

Our prayers are offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes. 
 

           PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM: 

 Fr Isidore Enyinnaya  Parish Priest    Email: enyinnayai@bne.catholic.net.au 

 Parish Secretary:    Lenette Evans     Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au 

Reflection 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Dear Friends 
 

As I was reflecting on today’s gospel from St Matthew, especially the first of the beatitudes: ‘How happy are 

the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of heaven’, I could see how true that message is, because I have seen 

and lived with poverty. I now know like St Paul how rich and free and peaceful I am, having only God and 

nothing else (see Philippians 4:11-13). Most people in our country do not know what poverty is. Some can only 

imagine it. Some others not being really poor might think they are. A visit to a third world country or some 

Australian indigenous communities, or watching a television documentary of these areas, may help us under-

stand what poverty looks like but not what it is unless we have been part of it.  

I think that the qualification “in the spirit’ found in Matthew’s account, which was not in Luke’s account of 

the beatitudes, is significant in that everybody, rich and poor alike, may have a share in the blessedness of 

being poor, but even this also may be hard for those who have never tasted poverty. Being poor in spirit is a 

self-imposed type of poverty. It is an acceptance of poverty with a complete and trustful dependence on the El-

yireh (God who provides) of Genesis 22:14, in order to enrich others as Christ did (see 2 Cor. 8:9).  

Christ said to the Laodicean Christian community: “… Because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I 
am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ 
But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” (Rev. 3:16-17). In all sincerity 

and in a spirit of humility - and not of pride – are we different from them? Do we not sometimes boast of our 

riches even if indirectly? The first reading of today says: “Seek the Lord, all you, the humble of the earth, who 

obey his commands. Seek integrity, seek humility: you may perhaps find shelter on the day of the anger of the 

Lord. ….” 

In St Mark’s gospel, a man came to Jesus and asked “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” and Jesus an-

swered, “You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery… ‘” Hearing 

this, the man declared, “Teacher, all these (commandments) I have kept since I was a boy.” He was really a 

good man. But was his being good, enough for eternal life? The scripture says that Jesus looked at him and 

loved him, and said:  

One thing you lack. Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me.” At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. Jesus 
looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” The disciples 
were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 
The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them 
and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God. (Mark 10:17-27) 

How do we feel when we are asked (by God) to give up and let go of what we think we own: time, talent and 

treasure, so as to own nothing but only God as our portion? (see Lamentation 4:24; Psalm 16:5; 73:26; 119:57) 

Sometimes, we are “even more amazed” like the disciples to hear that the poor, the gentle, those who mourn, 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure of heart, the peacemakers (not peace 

lovers), and those persecuted for Christ’s sake are the happy and blessed ones. Aspiring towards being those 

types of persons is absurd and contemptible for some in this our world - where the rich are considered the 

blessed; where the greatest happiness and pleasure are considered the paradigm of life; where striving for 

wholesome righteousness has become old school; where the first law is ‘a tooth for a tooth’; and forgiveness 

and meekness seen as weakness; where modesty, virginity, chastity, and frankness are considered outdated 

and old fashioned; and perseverance during persecution as utter foolishness.  

But St Paul tells us in today’s second reading: “It was to shame the wise that God chose what is foolish by hu-

man reckoning, and to shame what is strong that he chose what is weak by human reckoning; those whom the 

world thinks common and contemptible are the ones that God has chosen – those who are nothing at all to 

show up those who are everything   

May God Bless us all.  Have a good time       

           Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

. 
 

FOURTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 29th  JANUARY  2017 

ProLife 
 

Two abortion bills will be voted on by our state politicians – this could be as early as mid-February. This will determine whether 
abortion is allowed for any reason until birth! After the vote is too late - NOW is the time we can make a difference. 
Most effective things we can do: 

1.       Visit your state MP in person (an experienced ProLife support person can go with you if desired) 

2.       Write a personal hand-written letter (letter writing session after Mass on Sunday 29th January in Parish Centre) 

3.       Sign the official Qld parliament e-petition (make sure you have signed the 2nd one) 

4.       Get your family and friends involved – most people do not accept abortion for any reason – let them know this 
is what it means 

For more information: go to www.cherishlife.org.au or see the noticeboard or speak with Fiona 
 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
Just before they vote: demonstrate to our MPs that our community wants Life!  
Saturday 11 Feb 2017 
2.30pm: assemble at Queens Gardens (cnr George, Elizabeth and William Streets in Brisbane CBD) 
3.00pm: 1.4 km march through city to Parliament House – then guest speaker 
All signs/banners provided – please do not bring your own. 
Small donation to cover costs appreciated (organised by combined pro-life and pro-family) 
Organise a car load or contact Fiona (0457 781 513) to arrange transport. 

http://www.cherishlife.org.au


 
 
 
 

  CHURCHES 
 
 
 

 St Brigid’s Church 
 39-49 McLaren Rd  

 Nerang Q 4211 
 
 

 St John’s Church 
 Windabout Rd 
 Beechmont Q      

 4211 
 
 

  SCHOOL 
 

 
  St Brigid’s  

  Primary 
  McLaren Road 
  Nerang Q 4211 

  Phone: 5596 4188 
  
 

  WEB PAGE: 
   www.sb.qld.edu.au 

 

 
 

  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND 
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. 
 

The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy 
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website. 

 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH 
 

Week Day Mass  

Monday to Friday        7am   

Saturday           9am  

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil         6.00 pm 
  

Sunday           8.30 am 

Rosary 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday     7.30am 

Saturday           8.30am 

Divine Mercy Prayer      Wednesday                        7.30am 

Adoration with Benediction  Thursdays      7-8pm  
 
Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday     9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church     Saturday    5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday    8.00am -  8.15am  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont 
2nd Sunday of each month             10.30am 
 
 

Next Mass  at St John’s      Sunday 12th February          10.30am 

 
 
 

 

SCHOOL OF THE WORD 
 

Come and pray with the Word of God   Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish 
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.   Contact:  Ph (07) 3495 7105  Mobile 0410 802 810 /  
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com   Next Meeting 25th February  2017 

 
 
[ 
 

FEAST DAY OF ST BRIGID WEDNESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2017 
 

Mass at 7.00am and School Mass at 9.15 am  
 
 
 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD THURSDAY  2ND FEBRUARY 
 

Mass for The Presentation of the Lord will be at 6.00pm. There will be a procession of 
the candles, with a Blessing of the Candles for the homes. Please bring your own  
candle to have blessed and to take  home.  Please note there will be 7.00am Mass  in 
the morning as usual. 

 

 

G’day mate!! 

 

Here is another piece from Evangelii Gaudium: The Joy of the Gospel worth sharing with you. It makes lots of 
sense to me. Hope you enjoy reading it. 
 

Let us go forth, then, let us go forth to offer everyone the life of Jesus Christ. Here I repeat for the entire 

Church what I have often said to the priests and laity of Buenos Aires: I prefer a Church which is bruised, 
hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being 
confined and from clinging to its own security. I do not want a Church concerned with being at the centre and 

which then ends by being caught up in a web of obsessions and procedures. If something should rightly dis-

turb us and trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so many of our brothers and sisters are living 

without the strength, light and consolation born of friendship with Jesus Christ, without a community 

of faith to support them, without meaning and a goal in life. More than by fear of going astray, my hope is 
that we will be moved by the fear of remaining shut up within structures which give us a false sense of securi-

ty, within rules which make us harsh judges, within habits which make us feel safe, while at our door people 
are starving and Jesus does not tire of saying to us: “Give them something to eat” (Mk 6:37). (EG. n. 49) 

 

 
SECOND READING     1 Cor 1:26-31 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when you were called: how many of you were wise in the ordinary sense of the 
word, how many were influential people, or came from noble families? No, it was to shame the wise that God chose 
what is foolish by human reckoning, and to shame what is strong that he chose what is weak by human reckoning; 
those whom the world thinks common and contemptible are the ones that God has chosen – those who are nothing at 
all to show up those who are everything. The human race has nothing to boast about to God, but you, God has made 
members of Christ Jesus and by God’s doing he has become our wisdom, and our virtue, and our holiness, and our 
freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants to boast, let him boast about the Lord. 

GOSPEL      Mt 5:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to speak. 
This is what he taught them: 

‘How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted. 
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: they shall be satisfied. 
Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. 
Happy the pure in heart: they shall see God. 
Happy the peacemakers: they shall be called sons of God. 
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’ 

  Sunday, 29 Jan 2017.          4th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

 

FIRST READING     Zep 2:3; 3:12-13 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 

Seek the Lord, all you, the humble of the earth, who obey his commands. Seek integrity, seek humility: you may 
perhaps find shelter on the day of the anger of the Lord. In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly people, and 
those who are left in Israel will seek refuge in the name of the Lord. They will do no wrong, will tell no lies; and 
the perjured tongue will no longer be found in their mouths. But they will be able to graze and rest with no one to 
disturb them. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM     Ps 145:7-10. R. Mt 5:3 

 (R.) Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
 
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,                 3.         It is the Lord who loes the just 

who is just to those who are oppressed.           But thwarts the path of the wicked. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,                           The Lord will reign for ever, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.)           Zion’s God, from age to age.  (R) 
 

2.  It is the Lord who gives sight to the  
 blind, who raises up those who are  
 bowed down, the Lord, who protects  
 the stranger and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 

 

  
The  Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes  Celebration at Marian Valley on February 11, 2017. The bus will 
leave from the normal pick up point at Palm Beach at 7.30am then from Sacred Heart Church at Clear Is-
land Waters at 8.15am. The cost for a seat on the bus is $20 per person return. Please call Paula on 0402 
930 918 or 5582 7950 or Madelaine Zammit on 5529 1573 or 0405 252 367 to secure your seat. 

  
Fatima Day on February 13, 2017. at Marian Valley. The bus will leave from the normal pick  up   
point  at Palm Beach at 7.30am then from Sacred Heart Church at Clear Island Wa ters at 8.15am.  
The cost for a seat on the bus is $20 per person return. Please call Paula on 0402  930 918 or   
5582 7950 or Madelaine Zammit on 5529 1573 or 0405 252 367 to secure your   seat. 

  


