22ndSunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 2nd September 2018
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm

Our Church, our community. Doing good.

Next weekend our parish will do a special collection for the Annual Catholic Campaign, to support the vital ministries
in our Church. It is the one time a year that all the parishes in the Archdiocese come together to help vital works of our
church and local community Holy Spirit Seminary, Centacare, Mackillop Catholic School Access Fund, Priests Foundation Please consider a thoughtful gift. It will be the answer to someone’s prayer..
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 16th September at 10.00am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 28th August

2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,150.30
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

631.50

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Tickets in our Christmas Raffle go on sale this week. The prizes are really wonderful:
1st Prize : 50” (126cm) FHD LED LCD Smart TV
2nd Prize: “The Block Winners 2015” Framed Signed Shirt
3rd Prize: $100.00 Coles Group/Myer Gift Card.
Tickets are $5.00 each. Please support this raffle as it will be our last Fundraiser for the year.
The Raffle will be drawn on the Solemnity of Christ the King, Sunday 25th November after the 8.30am Mass.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Next meeting is Saturday 29th September 2018 Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on
5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

HAPP Y FATHER’S DAY

Sunday,
2nd September

As we celebrate on this weekend, Father’s Day, we thank God
for all the grandfathers, fathers and father-figures every
where, especially those in our Parish.
We pray that God will bless you with wisdom, good health of
mind and body, and with a loving hearth. May they enjoy
peace, happiness and respect in their families.

.We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

My Dear Friends in Christ
The gospel reading of today takes us back to St Mark’s Gospel, usually read on the ordinary Sundays of Year B.
Instead of St Mark’s narrative about the miracle of the multiplication of bread, the gospel readings, for the past few
Sundays, were taken from chapter six of St John’s Gospel which has a more theological expose of Jesus’ teaching
on the Eucharist, linking it to the miracle of the multiplication of loaves. For the Jews, Jesus’ teaching on the
necessity of eating his flesh and drinking his blood was a hard saying that they found offensive, but Jesus said to
them: “Does this offend you? Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives
life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life” (John 6:6163).
We should note the connection between his words and the Spirit of life. The Word, through the overshadowing
power of the Holy Spirit, took flesh in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Scripture says that Mary treasured the word of God and pondered it in her heart (Luke 2:19,51). Hence the Word of God full of the Spirit and
life, found it easier to take flesh in her. The same Word can take flesh in us and turn us into Jesus, if we take the
word of God, (his laws and decrees) to heart and ponder them daily. Jesus wants us to give him our hearts for his
home. The book of Proverbs says: “My child, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways” (Proverbs
23:26).
The Word of God desires to live in our hearts, reaching us through the Mass readings, homilies, spiritual books,
personal bible study and reflections, and the Eucharist (our Holy Communion and Eucharistic adoration). We then
need to make our hearts pure and holy for him, because he has commanded us to be holy as he himself is holy
(Leviticus 11:44-45; 1 Peter 1:16). In today’s gospel reading, Jesus accuses the Pharisees and some Scribes of being
hypocritical, saying: “It was of you hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this passage of scripture: This
people honours me only with lip-service, while their hearts are far from me. The worship they offer me is worthless,
the doctrines they teach are only human regulations. You put aside the commandment of God to cling to human
traditions”.
What could be the human traditions people cling to nowadays that can make them hypocrites? Is our worship of
God a lip-service type of worship or genuinely from our hearts? Do we worship God in spirit and in truth? We
might think we are not guilty of hypocrisy. The Pharisees thought as much, for they regarded themselves as perfect,
being faithful to their external and ritualistic observances only to show off their holier than thou attitude. Even if no
one sees their sins and breaking of God’s law, does that make them holy before God? Better for one to be holy in
the sight of God than in the sight of human beings.
It is by God’s grace that we are made holy, for no one, unaided by grace, can be holy. St James in today’s second
reading says: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights; ...
By his own choice he made us his children by the message of the truth …” to be holy and blameless before him (see
Ephesians 1:4). And it is this message that will save us. St James, in that reading, urges us to “Accept and submit to
the word which has been planted” in us and can save our souls. But as he says, we “must do what the word tells”
us, and “not just listen to it and deceive” ourselves. We should allow the word of God to transform us, and equip us
for every good work. St James says: “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the truth, rebuking
error, correcting faults, and giving instruction for right living, so that the person who serves God may be fully qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
To live by the message of Christ, and thus, keep ourselves uncontaminated by the world, is to fill our hearts with
the Word and allow this Word to take flesh in us. And when the Word takes flesh in us, we become the Jesus the
world can see, touch and hear. The widows and the orphans, and those in need, will then smell God’s fragrance
(see 2 Cor 2:14-16) and taste his goodness through us. This will demonstrate to all peoples our wisdom and understanding, as Moses said in the first reading. And they shall exclaim: “No other people is as wise and prudent as
this” great Church. Happy Fathers’ Day. And remain blessed.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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FIRST READING Dt 4:1-2. 6-8

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 6th October 2018

Sunday Mass

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Moses said to the people: ‘Now, Israel, take notice of the laws and customs that I teach you today, and observe them,
that you may have life and may enter and take possession of the land that the Lord the God of your fathers is giving
you. You must add nothing to what I command you, and take nothing from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord
your God just as I lay them down for you. Keep them, observe them, and they will demonstrate to the peoples your
wisdom and understanding. When they come to know of all these laws they will exclaim, “No other people is as wise
and prudent as this great nation.” And indeed, what great nation is there that has its gods so near as the Lord our God is
to us whenever we call to him? And what great nation is there that has laws and customs to match this whole Law that I
put before you today?’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 14:2-5. R. v.1

Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Sunday, 2 Sep 2018

Sunday 23rd September 10.30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : John Claydon
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Margaret Allen, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and
Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Christine
Kay, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal , Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
Fatima Day at Marian Valley

Queensland Child Protection Week is held during
Fatima Day will be celebrated at Marian Valley on
the first full week of September each year. Schools,
Thursday 13th September 2018.
businesses,
community
groups
and
The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Is- government organisations come together, to
land Waters, at 8.15am. If sufficient numbers book for consider how best to promote the value of children
pick up at Palm Beach, collection will be 7.45am at 7 and focus attention on issues of child abuse and
Lind Avenue Palm Beach. The bus will also collect pas- neglect. Children are a gift from God and must be
protected from harm of every kind.
sengers at Nerang Train Station on the Leagues Club Many Archdiocesan personnel through their ministries and services are in
Drive side, at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the a unique position to identify child abuse and neglect and to do something
bus is $20 return for each trip. When booking your seat, about it. The Archdiocese expects all personnel, including clergy,
please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your employees and volunteers to act upon concerns or complaints of abuse
seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline and comply with reporting obligations. Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility
on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION MEETINGS FOR FIRST EUCHARIST
First Eucharist will be celebrated in our Parish at the 6..00 pm Mass on Saturday 24th November and
8.30am Mass on Sunday 25th November
Preparation meetings for the First Holy Eucharist will be held on
14th October, 4th , 11th , and 18th November, 2018 after 8.30am Mass on those Sundays, and on the
10th and 17th of November, 2018 at 10.15am after the Saturday 9.00am Mass and Novena to OLPH.
If you require an enrolment form or any further information please contact the Parish Office.

(R.) The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
1.
Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?
He who walks without fault;
he who acts with justice
and speaks the truth from his heart. (R.)
2.
He who does no wrong to his brother,`
who casts no slur on his neighbour,
who holds the godless in disdain,
but honours those who fear the Lord. (R.)

3.

He who keeps his pledge, come what may;
who takes no interest on a loan
and accepts no bribe against the innocent.
Such a man will stand firm forever. (R)

SECOND READING Jas 1:17-18, 21-22, 27
A reading from the letter of St James
It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is given us from above; it comes down from the Father of all
light; with him there is no such thing as alteration, no shadow of a change. By his own choice he made us his children
by the message of the truth so that we should be a sort of first-fruits of all that he had created.
Accept and submit to the word which has been planted in you and can save your souls. But you must do what the word
tells you, and not just listen to it and deceive yourselves.
Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of God our Father is this: coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need
it, and keeping oneself uncontaminated by the world.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jas 1:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Father gave us birth by his message of truth,
that we might be as the first fruits of his creation.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 7:1-8. 14-15. 21-23
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus, and they noticed that some
of his disciples were eating with unclean hands, that is, without washing them. For the Pharisees, and the Jews in general, follow the tradition of the elders and never eat without washing their arms as far as the elbow; and on returning
from the market place they never eat without first sprinkling themselves. There are also many other observances which
have been handed down to them concerning the washing of cups and pots and bronze dishes. So these Pharisees and
scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not respect the tradition of the elders but eat their food with unclean hands?’
He answered, ‘It was of you hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this passage of scripture:
This people honours me only with lip-service, while their hearts are far from me.
The worship they offer me is worthless, the doctrines they teach are only human regulations.
You put aside the commandment of God to cling to human traditions.’
He called the people to him again and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that goes into a man
from outside can make him unclean; it is the things that come out of a man that make him unclean. For it is from within, from men’s hearts, that evil intentions emerge: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within and make a man unclean.’
NATIIVITY (BIRTHDAY) OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
The Church celebrates the Birthday of Our Blessed Lady, Mary our Mother, on the 8th of September every
year. We want to celebrate this year's feast in a special way next Saturday. Mass at 9.00am with songs/
hymns. We will cut cake on her behalf after the Novena. Those who can offer Mass, say the Rosary at 8.30
am and/or bring flowers are encouraged to do so. LET US CELEBRATE HER

