FUND RAISING
Fathers Day Raffle will be drawn today the 3rd
September.
1st Prize—Wheelbarrow full of goodies
2nd Prize—Coffee Machine with Accessories
3rd Prize—Pressure Cooker
Thank you to everyone who supported this raffle
and congratulations to the winners who will be announced in the newsletter next week.
CAKE / CRAFT STALL
As part of the Parish Fundraising, there will be a
cake/craft stall on the 1st Sunday of each month
after the 8.30am Mass. Note there will be no stall
in September,
The next stall will be 1st October.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms
of infants will be held on Sunday 17th September
at 10.00am. All parents who wish to have their
children baptised during October , November December are invited to attend.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP. The craft group
meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am.
in the Parish Centre
ST BRIGID’S 2017 CONFIRMATION GRATITUDE
On Friday 28 children received the Sacrament of Confirmation in a celebration presided over by the Bishop the Most Rev Joseph
Oudeman. As we pray for the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives we use this opportunity to thank the Bishop for coming,
the members of the Sacramental Team, Akense Pennings, Marcelline Horvat and Maryann Sandstrom for the sacrifice of their time,
talent and treasure to prepare these children for Confirmation and to get the ceremony organised . I am grateful to the Parish Secretary,
Lenette Evans , thanks also to the children, the parents, grandparents, godparents and sponsors for taking this journey of faith together.
To Jennifer and Geoff Gillies I say thank you also for providing a copy of the Holy Bible to each of the children confirmed. I am grateful to the hospitality group for organising the supper after the ceremony and to all our parishioners for their prayers and support.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 29th August 2017
1ST COLLECTION: $
725.00
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,185.10
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 12,584.64
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.

Cherish Life Qld is open to people of all faith backgrounds. The common bond of all members is the regard for human
life from conception to natural death. The Gold Coast branch is starting monthly meetings. The intention is to help prepare
members to defend Life from deceitful and uninformed attacks. Also to become a force to promote Life and counter the culture of death with whatever reasonable means available. Meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of each month (starting
5th September at 6.30pm in St Brigid’s Parish Centre 39-49 McLaren Road, Nerang. Contact Fiona h: 07 5578 1513 m:
0457 781 513
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Allamanda Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

TWENTYSECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME— YEAR A - 3RD SEPT 2017
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Dear brothers and Sisters in Christ
Reading through the gospel of today, and remembering that of last Sunday, one will notice that Jesus was able to

discern the underlying forces behind Peter’s thoughts, words and actions. Most of our human actions, if not all, are
inspired by external spiritual powers that we, consciously or unconsciously, allow to dictate to us. St Paul says: ‘I
can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I
do.’ (Romans 7: 15 -20). A good number of Christians may have had similar experiences like St Paul’s, of a power
subtly or forcefully persuading them into thinking, talking or doing things despite themselves. It could be from the
Good Spirit or from the evil ones. Sometimes, such powers may overwhelm us even when we struggle hard to resist
their influences.
In the first reading of today, we heard Jeremiah the prophet lamenting: ‘You have seduced me, Lord, and I have let
myself be seduced; you have overpowered me: you were the stronger. ... I used to say, I will not think about him, I
will not speak in his name any more. Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones.
The effort to restrain it wearied me, I could not bear it.’ If Jeremiah was to say this in our generation, I guess he
would be advised to see a psychologist or a psychiatrist. But he was talking of a real spiritual experience associated
with our vocation as Christians baptised into Christ’s prophetic ministry. As St Paul wrote: ‘Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they (the gifts) are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.’ (1 Cor. 2:14).
In today’s Gospel as well as that of last week, Jesus was able to discern spiritually the spiritual powers impelling
Peter to speak and demonstrate his thoughts which God gave to him. When Peter answered Jesus’ question by confessing him to be the Christ, Son of the Living God, Jesus said to him: ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man!
Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven.’ And then, the blessings followed. Jesus gave him a new name Peter and made him a rock upon which he would build his Church, gave him
the keys of the heavenly kingdom, and the authority to decide on God’s behalf on issues of faith and morals. Who
would have thought that what Peter said was divinely inspired! Peter, like Jeremiah, allowed God to seduce him.
Today’s gospel showed that Peter also acted as Satan’s mouthpiece. After confessing Jesus to be the Christ, the Son
of the living God, and after the accolades he poured on Peter, Jesus began to make it clear to His disciples that He,
the same Christ, the Son of God, would suffer, die and resurrect on the third day in Jerusalem. Peter could not
swallow that. Taking Jesus aside, he started to remonstrate with him. ‘Heaven preserve you, Lord. This must not
happen to you.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my path, because the way you
think is not God’s way but man’s.’
Did Peter know he was playing Satan’s part? I doubt he was conscious of that. But why couldn’t he believe and accept what Christ, the Son of the Living God he just professed, had said? Maybe, his notion of the Christ, Son of
God is different from what Christ really is. Maybe he thought that a child of God should not suffer. But Jesus made
it clear that the cross is a very important component of our Christian faith journey. We should carry our crosses and
follow him. Denial of the cross may give the devil an opportunity to enter into one’s life.
However, Peter allowing himself to be used as an instrument of discouragement to Jesus doing the will of God,
may have been the reason why Satan was able to obtain permission to sift him like wheat. (Luke 22:31). His denial
of Jesus three times, which he vowed never to do. To carelessly allow an evil thought, word or action from Satan
into one’s life, is like making sales to the devil – buy one and get three free.
St Paul, in today’s second reading encourages us to offer our bodies as a holy and living sacrifice, truly pleasing to
God. According to him the only way to discern the will of God and know what is good and right, the perfect things
God wants us to do, is to model our lives according to our new mind, our baptismal status and standards, and not
according to the standard of the world around us.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

CHURCHES

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH FROM 1ST JULY 2017

St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

The Mass at 9.00am on the First Saturday of each month will be a Mass
For the Sick with Anointing

SCHOOL
St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188
WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au
DAVID SEWELL
Principal

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A, 3 Sep 2017
FIRST READING Jer 20:7-9
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
You have seduced me, Lord, and I have let myself be seduced; you have overpowered me: you were the stronger. I
am a daily laughing-stock, everybody's butt. Each time I speak the word, I have to howl and proclaim: ‘Violence
and ruin!’ The word of the Lord has meant for me insult, derision, all day long. I used to say, I will not think about
him, I will not speak in his name any more. Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my
bones. The effort to restrain it wearied me, I could not bear it.

The next Anointing Mass will be 7th October , 2017

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Sunday Mass

(R.) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
1.
O God, you are my God, for you I long;
3.
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water. (R.)
2.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
4.
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise. (R.)

Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
8.30 am
Sunday
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm, Saturday at 8.30am
And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer

Thursday

Adoration Holy Hour and Benediction

7.30am
Thursday

6-7pm from 7-09-2017

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 10th September 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.

SECOND READING

Ps 62:2-6. 8-9. R. v.2
So I will bless you all my life,
In your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R)
For you have been my help;
In the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast. (R)

Rom 12:1-2

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, and worship him, I beg you, in a way that is worthy of thinking beings, by offering your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly pleasing to God. Do not model yourselves on the behaviour of the
world around you, but let your behaviour change, modelled by your new mind. This is the only way to discover the
will of God and know what is good, what it is that God wants, what is the perfect thing to do.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart, that we might see how great is the hope to
which we are called.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mt 16:21-27

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

We pray for the recently deceased :

Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that he was destined to go to Jerusalem and suffer grievously at the hands
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, to be put to death and to be raised up on the third day. Then, taking him
aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him. ‘Heaven preserve you, Lord,’ he said. ‘This must not happen to you.’ But
he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my path, because the way you think is not
God’s way but man’s.’
Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake will
find it. What, then, will a man gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life? Or what has a man to offer in exchange for his life?
‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and, when he does, he will reward
each one according to his behaviour.’

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
and Tina Vettori
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

FEAST OF THE BIRTHDAY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Friday 8th September Mass 7.00am and 6.00pm. We encourage our parishioners to please attend
and bring flowers for the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Celebrate Fatima Day at Marian Valley on Wednesday 13th September. The bus will
Pickup at 7 Lind Ave, Palm Beach, at 7.45am and then pickup again at Sacred Heart
Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. Please book
your seat early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367
or 5529 1573.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 30th September 2017

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call the Parish Office.

