FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B—4TH FEBRUARY 2018

Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.
RITE OF ELECTION 2018
The Rite of Election for 2018 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of St Stephen on
the First Sunday of Lent, 18th February at 3.0pm.
Anyone wishing to become a Catholic should call the office on Tuesday or Thursday for an application form. All
forms for 2018 should be completed and returned to the office on or before 13th February 2018. There will be a
meeting of all RCIA candidates with the Parish Priest on 16th February at 6.00pm
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The first preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 18th February at 10.00am. All parents
who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 30th January 2018

738.05 - For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,203.45 - For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
1ST COLLECTION: $

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore

The first Cherish Life Gold Coast meeting of 2018 on Tuesday 6 February – 39-49 McLaren Road Nerang
(Parish Centre) We have some brilliant video material on speaking with people contemplating abortion. Most
importantly - this meeting will provide an opportunity to influence the upcoming abortion legislation pledged
by the state government – make a simple submission.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Dear People of God
Today’s readings present us with the reality of suffering and hopelessness in our world, and present Jesus as the
Hope of the hopeless. We are called to look up to Jesus, who initiates and completes our faith. (Heb. 12:2). He himself said “apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). He knows what we are made of, that we are ash and dust
without him (see Psalm 103:14). And He said: “the flesh has nothing to offer. It is the spirit that gives life. And the
words I have spoken to you are Spirit and they are life” (John 6:63). My prayer is that this reflection will be filled
with power to give hope to the hopeless, and vigour, courage and salvation to the despairing souls.
In the first reading, Job was lamenting hopelessly of his woes and sufferings. For those who are not familiar with
the book of Job, the story of Job began as a success story where everything was fine until it changed suddenly into a
story of woes and doom, plunging down as if into the abyss but finally came up triumphantly. He was a “blameless
and upright man, one who feared God, and turned away from evil.” (Job 1:1). He had seven sons and three daughters, and was one of the wealthiest of his time.
One day, a great misfortune fell upon his household and he suddenly lost everything because of natural disasters.
Everything he owned, including his children, was destroyed. However, there were unseen forces behind all those
misfortunes that came upon Job. Satan obtained permission to test Job’s faith in God. When Job proved faithful,
Satan went a step further to obtain permission to attack his health and body. That permission was given to him. Not
only did Job became sick, but his sickness was such an embarrassing one that people avoided him. The situation
was so bad that Job saw no meaning in life. It was in this context that the first reading was cast.
And so, it is understandable when Job said in the first reading:
Is not man’s life on earth nothing more than pressed service, his time no better than hired drudgery, ….
Lying in bed I wonder, ‘When will it be day?’ Risen I think, ‘How slowly evening comes!’ Restlessly I
fret till twilight falls. Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle my days have passed, and vanished, leaving no
hope behind … my eyes will never again see joy.
Job could be seen as an image of all those in despair, those in hopeless situations, those in darkness and misery, in
pain and in suffering that seems endless. It could be physical, psychological, emotional, or spiritual. They are in
torture, in slavery to evil forces of a physical or a spiritual nature. There is always that temptation to fall into despair
in the face of such misfortunes especially when they come suddenly and unexpectedly.
Despair is one of the sins against the Holy Spirit. Every Christian who has fallen into despair due to oppressing and/
or suppressing conditions, should quickly fly out of it on the wings of prayers and faith. Job did not stay in hopelessness, even when his wife suggested he should curse God and end his life (maybe by suicide or euthanasia), Job
rebuked her saying: “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evil?” and in chapter 19 verse 25 he says: “For I know that my Redeemer Lives, and
at last He shall rise up and stand upon the earth, and after my skin has been destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see
God.” Job recovered, and God restored him to goodness and joy even more than he had before his misfortune.
Yes! Our redeemer lives. Let those whose situation seems hopeless, who think their eyes shall never see joy, nor
their ears hear the sound of joy and gladness again, rise up and profess with faith saying: “I know my Redeemer
lives and one day He will rise to my deliverance.” Yes! Our Redeemer lives. He is abundantly able to deliver and
save those who trust in him. He did it in today’s gospel reading. He cured Peter’s mother-in-law. And “that evening,
after sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and those who were possessed by devils. The whole town came
crowding round the door, and he cured many who were suffering from diseases of one kind or another; he also cast
out many devils.” The Letter to the Hebrews says that He is the same yesterday, today and forever. (see Heb. 13:8)
So, let us, like St Paul in today’s second reading, see the preaching of the gospel of hope and salvation, the good
news of Jesus Christ, as a duty laid upon us. Considering how urgent and important this duty is, I think each of us
like St Paul should say “I should be punished if I did not preach it!”

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Sunday, 4 Feb 2018

Week Day Mass

FIRST READING Jb 7:1-4. 6-7

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

A reading from the book of Job
Job began to speak:
Is not man’s life on earth nothing more than pressed service,
his time no better than hired drudgery? Like the slave, sighing for the shade,
or the workman with no thought but his wages,months of delusion I have assigned to me,
nothing for my own but nights of grief. Lying in bed I wonder, ‘When will it be day?’
Risen I think, ‘How slowly evening comes!’ Restlessly I fret till twilight falls.
Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle my days have passed, and vanished, leaving no hope behind.
Remember that my life is but a breath, and that my eyes will never again see joy.

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the First Saturday of each month
at
9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 3rd March 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm, Saturday at 8.30am.
And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

.

7.00 am
5.45pm
9.00 am

Sunday 11th February 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 146:1-6. R. v.3
(R.) Alleluia!
1.

Praise the Lord for he is good;
sing to our God for he is loving:
to him our praise is due. (R.)

2.

The Lord builds up Jerusalem
and brings back Israel’s exiles,
he heals the broken-hearted,
he binds up all their wounds.
He fixes the number of the stars;
he calls each one by its name. (R.)
SECOND READING 1 Cor 9:16-19. 22-23

3.

Our Lord is great and almighty;
his wisdom can never be measured.
The Lord raises the lowly;
He humbles the wicked to the dust. (R)

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty which has been laid on me; I should be punished if I did not preach it! If I
had chosen this work myself, I might have been paid for it, but as I have not, it is a responsibility which has been put into my
hands. Do you know what my reward is? It is this: in my preaching, to be able to offer the Good News free, and not insist on the
rights which the gospel gives me.
So though I am not a slave of any man I have made myself the slave of everyone so as to win as many as I could. For the weak I
made myself weak. I made myself all things to all men in order to save some at any cost; and I still do this, for the sake of the
gospel, to have a share in its blessings.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 8:17

Alleluia, alleluia! He bore our sickness, and endured our suffering. Alleluia!

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Henk Van Bennekom

GOSPEL Mk 1:29-39

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan , Jim Gardiner and Christine Kay
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and John straight to the house of Simon and Andrew. Now Simon’s mother-inlaw had gone to bed with fever, and they told him about her straightaway. He went to her, took her by the hand and helped her
up. And the fever left her and she began to wait on them.

NOTICE TO PARISHIONERS - PALMS FROM LAST PALM SUNDAY
Please return the blessed palms if you still have them from last Palm Sunday to th Parish office by Sunday 11th February for use as the ashes this coming Ash Wednesday.

In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left the house, and went off to a lonely place and prayed there. Simon and his
companions set out in search of him, and when they found him they said, ‘Everybody is looking for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us
go elsewhere, to the neighbouring country towns, so that I can preach there too, because that is why I came.’ And he went all
through Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out devils.

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES 14TH FEBRUARY 2018
Mass will be at 7.00 am, School Mass at 9.15am and evening Mass at 5.45pm. We encourage all parishioners to come
along with their families, friends and neighbours for the receiving of the ashes.

World Marriage Day Mass 2018

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PARENT MEETING
The meetings for the Sacramental Preparation are Thursday 8th February at 6.30pm and Saturday 10th February at
10.30am. The parents of children to be enrolled in the Sacramental Preparation are required to attend one of these meetings. There will be no catch up meetings if you miss either of these meetings.
Children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation; and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 years of age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist ,can
now be enrolled. We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First
Eucharist on Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am. Please contact the Parish Office for the
enrolment forms.

That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and those who were possessed by devils. The whole town came
crowding round the door, and he cured many who were suffering from diseases of one kind or another; he also cast out many
devils, but he would not allow them to speak, because they knew who he was.

Married couples from all Gold Coast Parishes are invited to a celebration of Eucharist at 11.00am at St Benedict’s
Church, Wallaby Drive, Mudgeeraba on Sunday 11th February.
Invite the whole family along if 2018 is a significant milestone anniversary for you. Celebrate your marriage whether
married only last year or decades ago. A renewal of Marriage Vows will be included during the Liturgy. Fr Peter Dillon P.P of Surfers Paradise and South Coast Dean will be the Celebrant. Please bring a plate and stay awhile to chat.
Tea and Coffee provided. Contact and RSVP: Sue and Bren on 55 22 4880
Fatima Day will be celebrated at Marian Valley on Tuesday 13th February 2018. The bus will pickup at 7 Lind
Ave, Palm Beach, at 7.45am and then pickup again at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The
cost for the bus is $20 return. Please book your seat early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on

