THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B—4TH MARCH 2018

Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the Lord’s Body
and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is received by drinking
from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Savannah Maree Hodge and Hendrix Harry Cifuentes-Malin who are being baptised today.
We pray that they will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's journey.
We pray for their parents, family and godparents.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for 2018 for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 18th March at 10.00am. All parents
who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Each Friday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be held at St Brigid’s Church at 5.45pm
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 27th February 2018
1ST COLLECTION: $
2ND COLLECTION:

$

720.40
1162.35

- For Clergy Support
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine rewards.
Fr Isidore

CAKE STALL
The next fundraiser for the Parish will be a cake stall to be held on Sunday 1st April (Easter Sunday) after the 8.30am Mass.
Please support the cake stall by bringing cakes, slices, biscuits, jams and pickles for sale or alternatively please show your support
by purchasing some of the goods on sale.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Dear people of God
In the first reading of today, God gives us (through Moses) the Ten Commandments. The ten commandments were
given to a people saved from slavery, to a liberated people in order to keep them from been enslaved again. God,
out of love he has for his people Israel, delivered them from slavery in Egypt, and thereafter, gave them the Torah
(the principles, rules or laws) to guide his freed and holy people. He began by saying: “I am the Lord your God
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no gods except me.” With
great power and wisdom, God delivered them from the hands of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who relying on his human and magical powers would not let them go free. By giving them the Ten Commandments God was asking
them, and is still asking us, to trust and obey him who is the source of their Strength and wisdom.
Moses, instructing the Israelites later in their journey, said to them:
See, just as the LORD my God has charged me, I now teach you statutes and ordinances for you to
observe in the land that you are about to enter and occupy. You must observe them diligently, for this
will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will
say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” For what other great nation has a god
so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? (Deuteronomy 4:5-8)
Thus, Moses made it clear that there (in keeping God’s commandments) lies wisdom and power to be FREE – free
from all physical, spiritual, psychological and emotional evil. Obedience to the word of God has the power to set
people free and make them wiser. Jesus addressing the Jews who believed in him said: “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” (John 8:31-32).
There is a liberating power that follows the obedience to the word of God, because if we obey the word of God, we
are obeying Jesus Christ who is the Word of God.
Two things can set enslaved people free, or keep a free people from falling into slavery. They are power and wisdom. To God belongs wisdom and power, and our obedience to him gives us access to His power and wisdom –
making us great and wise. As the scripture says: ‘the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.’ (see Proverbs
9:10). Jesus, who is God has the words of everlasting life (see today’s Response to the Psalm. See also John 6:68)).
We have no other one to whom we can go to save us.
Jesus left us an example to follow. St Paul writing to the Philippians, tells us that we should have Christ’s type of
mindset, who, though He is God, humbled himself in obedience to his Father and accepted death on a cross in order to save us. Because of his humble obedience, he was lifted higher and exalted more than any person and was
given a name that is above every other name. (see Phil. 2:5-11). St Paul in today’s second reading says: “While the
Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified Christ; to the Jews, an
obstacle that they cannot get over; to the pagans, madness; but to those who have been called, whether they are
Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the wisdom of God.”
In today’s gospel, Jesus tell us that evil should not be allowed in God’s house (God’s Temple). That diminishes the
power and wisdom of God. It is respect to God to respect his house. The Church which is the people of God and
the church which is the building dedicated only for the worship of God, should be respected as sacred spaces for
prayers. Some people are in the habit of talking in church even right up to Mass. There is no wisdom in that and
God’s power cannot be felt during the Mass, if we are becoming noisy and distracted in our liturgical celebrations.
Our bodies also are temples of the Holy Spirit. Jesus identifies his body with the temple. In the book of Wisdom, it
is said that, “perverse thoughts separate people from God, and when his power is tested, it exposes the foolish; because wisdom will not enter a deceitful soul, or dwell in a body enslaved to sin.” (Wisdom 1:3-4). By obeying God
we keep our bodies pure for the in dwelling of the Spirit of wisdom.

Let Christ crucified, who was obedient unto death, be our wisdom and power. Because, ‘God’s foolishness is wiser than
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.’ (see today’sSecond Reading).
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH

Third Sunday of Lent - Year B—Sunday 8.30am Mass, 4 Mar 2018.

Week Day Mass

(See the added sheet for Sunday Vigil 6.00pm Mass for the RCIA Scrutiny)

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45pm
9.00 am

FIRST READING Ex 20:1-17

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

‘You shall have no gods except me.

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

God spoke all these words. He said, ‘I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
‘You shall not make yourself a carved image or any likeness of anything in heaven or on earth beneath or in the waters under the
earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God and I punish the father’s fault
in the sons, the grandsons, and the great-grandsons of those who hate me; but I show kindness to thousands of those who love me
and keep my commandments.

The next Anointing Mass will be 7th April 2018

Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

A reading from the book of Exodus

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

‘You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God to misuse it, for the Lord will not leave unpunished the man who utters his
name to misuse it.
‘Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath
for the Lord your God. You shall do no work on that day, neither you nor your son nor your daughter nor your servants, men or
women, not your animals nor the stranger who lives with you. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth and the
sea and all that these hold, but on the seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord has blessed the sabbath day and made it sacred.
‘Honour your father and your mother so that you may have a long life in the land that the Lord your God has given to you.
‘You shall not kill. ‘You shall not commit adultery.
‘You shall not steal. ‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his servant, man or woman, or his
ox, or his donkey, or anything that is his.’

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 18:8-11. R. Jn 6:68

Next Mass at St John’s

1.

The law of the Lord is perfect,
it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

3.

The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth
and all of them just. (R)

2.

The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
it gives light to the eyes. (R.)

4.

They are more to be desired than gold,
than the purest of gold
and sweeter are they than honey,
than honey from the comb. (R)

Sunday 11th March 10.30 am

(R.) Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

.

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Frances Evans and Kathleen Avoledo

SECOND READING 1 Cor 1:22-25

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
Shelly Ryan , and Christine Kay
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to the pagans madness, but to those who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a
Christ who is the power and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 5th August 2018 at 8.30am and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on
Saturday 24th November at 6.00pm and Sunday 25th November at 8.30am.

SACRAMENTAL MEETINGS FOR CONFIRMATION ONLY

29th April 2018, 6th May, 27th May, 17th June, 24th June, 22nd July, 29th July, 3rd August
Every meeting starts immediately after 8:30am Mass.

PARISH LENTEN PROGRAM
The parish is organizing a Lenten Program to Pray, Share & Live the Gospel as a Family of the Faithful. We
invite all parishioners young & old, male & female to come together every Monday in Lent at 6:00pm here at
St Brigid’s Church. This will be highly beneficial to all RCIA candidates.
PROJECT COMPASSION

As part of our Lenten observance, we are called to show great concern for those in need. One of the avenues of doing this is to contribute to the
project compassion by reserving not only our extras but our sacrificial money during this lent and giving it out to CARITAS AUSTRALIA:
Project Compassion at the end of Lent. Project Compassion envelopes and boxes are available at the entrance of the Church.
Givers never lack.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 3:16
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
GOSPEL Jn 2:13-25
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take
all this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ Then his disciples remembered the words of scripture: Zeal
for your house will devour me. The Jews intervened and said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ Jesus
answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this
sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus
rose from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had said.
During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he gave, but Jesus knew
them all and did not trust himself to them; he never needed evidence about any man; he could tell what a man had in him.

