31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr B – 4th November 2018

BAPTISM PREPARATION

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au

The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of
infants will be 18th November at 10.00am.
All parents who wish to have their children
baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm

CHRISTMAS CRAFT
& GIFT STALL
We will be holding a Craft, Gift and Cake Stall
for Christmas on Sunday 2nd December following the 8.30am Mass. Any items suitable
for this Christmas Craft, Cake and Gift Stall
would be gratefully accepted.
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Tickets in our Christmas Raffle are now on sale . The prizes are really wonderful:
1st Prize : 50” (126cm) FHD LED LCD Smart TV
2nd Prize: “The Block Winners 2015” Framed Signed Shirt
3rd Prize: $100.00 Coles Group/Myer Gift Card.
Tickets are $5.00 each. Please support this raffle as it will be our last Fundraiser for the year.
The Raffle will be drawn on the Solemnity of Christ the King, Sunday 25th November after the 8.30am Mass.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DEas at 30th October 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,151.35
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

660.70

Women’s Discernment Retreat
Vocations Brisbane is running a weekend retreat for young women who are keen to explore more
about a vocation to religious life. All young women 18-40yrs old are welcome to come along and discover more about where God is calling you!
Date: Saturday 24th – 25th November 2018
Time: 9am Saturday - 5pm Sunday. Venue: Canossian Spirituality Centre, 169 Seventeen Mile Rocks Rd,
Oxley For more information or to RSVP contact Sr. Melissa 0484 007 508
Foodfest Fundraiser for
Ratnapura Diocese in Sri Lanka
Sunday 9th December after 8:30am Mass
Sri Lankan meal, bric-a-brac & baked
goodies available. Please support our overseas family in their need!
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on
5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

On Tuesday 13th November 2018 we will
be celebrating Fatima Day at the Marian Valley and would love for
you to join us. The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear
Island Waters, at 8.15am. If sufficient numbers book for pick up at
Palm Beach, collection will be 7.45am at 7 Lind Avenue Palm Beach.
The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station on the
Leagues Club Drive side, at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the
bus is $20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your point
of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918
or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in
St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month. For further information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.

.We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Dear people of God
Having been to the Holy Land and back, one indubitable fact I have to share with everybody who comes my way is:
‘God is great’. It was amazing to see with my two eyes the places where God lived and interacted with human beings, and eventually became a human being like us in all things but sin. We saw many people from different nations, tribes, and tongues; from different walks of life and faith, trooping into Israel to see with their eyes what the
Bible - Old and New Testament – (and even the Koran) says happened some thousands of years ago.
All these are evidences confirming what Moses in today’s first reading says to the Israelites: “Listen, Israel! The
Lord our God is one Lord”. In the Jewish tradition, these words have become the title of a most important prayer in
their morning and evening prayer services. What a wonderful way to begin and end the day – to remind oneself before one’s daily activity and before surrendering oneself to sleep and to the darkness of the night – to remind oneself,
as the Scribe in today’s Gospel reading attests, that the Lord, our God, is God indeed, He and no other.
The word ‘Shema’ (Listen), is a call to action – to love and trust the one and only true God; the omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent God. It is a call not only to listen, but to keep (take to heart) and observe, as Moses said in
the first reading, “what will make you prosper and give you great increase, as the Lord God … has promised you”.
‘Shema Yisrael’ (Listen, Oh Israel), is not only a call, a reminder, but also a command from God to his people.
The Scribe in today’s gospel, seeking clarification about which commandment was the first and greatest, received as
an answer from Jesus, the following: “This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and you
must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
The second is this: You must love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.” Jesus
in his wisdom, saw a necessary connection between the command to love God, taken from the book of Deuteronomy (the last part of today’s first reading), and the command to love one’s neighbour found in Leviticus 19:18.
How do we put into practice these commandments of love in our everyday lives? Do we really give God the pride of
place in our lives? How do we live the life of love of neighbour? The Scribe, acknowledging the wisdom of Jesus’
answer, agreed with him and said:
Well spoken, Master; what you have said is true: that he is one and there is no other. To love him with all
your heart, with all your understanding and strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself, this is far more
important than any holocaust or sacrifice.
Is not holocaust or sacrifice, what God requires from his people? Yes, it is. But if any of these falls short of being
done with one’s whole heart, mind (understanding), soul, and body (strength), then it falls short of the command to
love. There must be a conscious effort to do these out of love for God, which centres on the ‘Shema’ – ‘Listen, keep
and observe’. Shema is the best way to show how much we love God. It is the best part chosen by Mary, the sister
of Martha in Luke 10:38-42. As Martha was busy trying to cook and find Jesus something to eat, Mary sat at his
feet listening to him. And for Jesus, Mary chose the best part.
To do things as the Lord says - through the Scriptures, Church’s Tradition and Magisterium or through authentic
private revelations (which must agree with the others) – is the great manifestation of love for God. The scripture
says: “Which does the LORD prefer: obedience or offerings and sacrifices? It is better to obey him than to sacrifice
the best sheep to him. Rebellion against him is as bad as witchcraft, and arrogance is as sinful as idolatry” (1 Sam.
15:22-23).
Now the question is: Do I do things because I feel like doing it, or because that is what the Lord wants? Do I listen,
trust and obey? For instance: why must I forgive? Because God said I should. Why must I participate in the Eucharist, especially Sunday Eucharist? Because Jesus, the Church and the Holy Spirit (see Acts 15:28) said I should do
so. In the face of any faith or love challenging situation, we can put it in this question-and-answer format to encourage us to trust and obey. If we do, then we are assured of his salvation, since his power to save is utterly certain (see
2nd Reading).
Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 1st December 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 25th November 10:30 am

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Margaret Allen, Colin Evans, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon,
Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal , Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

WELCOME ISAAC
We will soon be welcoming Isaac Falzon who will join the Parish of St Brigid’s from the 17th November to
the 16th December. Isaac is a seminarian from the Archdiocese of Brisbane and will be spending time with
us. Please make him welcome.
THANK YOU We thank the Pauline Priests from Marian Valley for helping out with Masses during my absence while I
was on the Pilgrimage. We thank everyone who kept the Parish going. God bless you all.
Fr Isidore
BAPTISM PRAYERS - We pray for Lola Rose Gill & Havana Grace Folino who are being baptised today. We
pray that they will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's journey. We pray for their
parents, family and godparents. We also pray for the children making their First Holy Eucharist.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION MEETINGS FOR FIRST EUCHARIST
First Eucharist will be celebrated in our Parish at the 6..00 pm Mass on Saturday 24th November and
8.30am Mass on Sunday 25th November
Preparation meetings for the First Holy Eucharist will be held on 4th , 11th , & 18th November, 2018
after 8.30am Mass on those Sundays, and on the 10th and 17th of November, 2018 at 10.15am after the
Saturday 9.00am Mass and Novena to OLPH. If you require an enrolment form or any further information please contact Parish Office.

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 4th November 2018
FIRST READING

Dt 6:2-6

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Moses said to the people: ‘If you fear the Lord your God all the days of your life and if you keep all his laws and
commandments which I lay on you, you will have a long life, you and your son and your grandson. Listen then, Israel, keep and observe what will make you prosper and give you great increase, as the Lord God of your fathers has
promised you, giving you a land where milk and honey flow.
‘Listen, Israel: The Lord our God is the one Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your strength. Let these words I urge on you today be written on your heart.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R.v.2

(R.) I love you Lord, my strength.
1.
I love you, Lord, my strength,
my rock, my fortress, my saviour.
My God is the rock where I take refuge;
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold.
The Lord is worthy of all praise:
when I call I am saved from my foes. (R)
2.
Long life to the Lord, my rock!
Praised be to the God that saves me.
He has given great victories to his king
and shown love for his anointed. (R)

SECOND READING

Heb 7:23-28

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
There used to be a great number of priests under the former covenant, because death put an end to each one of them;
but this one, Christ, because he remains for ever, can never lose his priesthood. It follows, then, that his power to
save is utterly certain, since he is living for ever to intercede for all who come to God through him.
To suit us, the ideal high priest would have to be holy, innocent and uncontaminated, beyond the influence of sinners, and raised up above the heavens; one who would not need to offer sacrifices every day, as the other high priests
do for their own sins and then for those of the people, because he has done this once and for all by offering himself.
The Law appoints high priests who are men subject to weakness; but the promise on oath, which came after the Law,
appointed the Son who is made perfect for ever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jn 14:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mk 12:28-34

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to him, ‘Which is the first of all the commandments?’ Jesus
replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: You must love
your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.’ The scribe said to him, ‘Well spoken,
Master; what you have said is true: that he is one and there is no other. To love him with all your heart, with all your
understanding and strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself, this is far more important than any holocaust or
sacrifice.’ Jesus, seeing how wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ And after that
no one dared to question him any more.

NOVEMBER MASSES

-

FOR THE HOLY SOULS

The month of November is dedicated to prayer for the Holy Souls. It is a time for us to pray for and
remember our deceased relatives and friends . Envelopes are available at the entrance of the church for
Masses for all the deceased. Please clearly write the names of those you wish to have included in our
Masses on the envelope and put onto one of the collection plates.

