GRATITUDE
Howell
We wish to congratulate our newly confirmed and thank their parents, families and sponsors. We say a very
big thank you to Bishop Ken on this his first and historic visit to our Parish to administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation on our Confirmation candidates. We wish him and Archbishop Mark, and the entire Archdiocese of Brisbane, God's choicest blessings. Thanks also to the Sacramental Team members: Ake Pennings,
Marceline Horvat and Maryanne Sandstron, and to all those who worked behind the scene to make today a
success. May God bless you all and bless our Parish.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya, for and on behalf of St Brigid’s Parish.
PLANNED GIVING

The Envelopes for the Planned Giving are available on the table at the entrance to the Church. Thank you to everyone
who responded. If you are not yet committed to the Planned Giving and would like to be please contact the office on
Tuesday or Thursday for further information.

CHERISH LIFE
The battle is on! The proposed abortion legislation is worse then the 2016 Pyne bills! The time to
act is now! Teeshan Johnson, Executive Director, Cherish Life Qld, will be at the next Cherish Life
Gold Coast meeting– Tuesday 7th August at 6.30pm at 39-49 McLaren Road, Nerang. (Parish Centre). Teeshan will provide an overview, answer questions and help us to act most effectively to protect our unborn and the future of our State.
Fatima Day and The Feast of Christ The Redeemer .
Two special days will be celebrated at Marian Valley this month . The first is Fatima Day on Monday 13th August 2018, followed by the celebration of the Maltese Community of the Feast of Christ
The Redeemer on Saturday 18th August 2018.
The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The bus will collect
passengers at Nerang Train Station on the Leagues Club Drive side, at approximately 8.30am. The
cost for the bus is $20 return for each trip. Please book your seat early with Paula on 0402 930918
or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.
RCIA ENROLMENT NOW OPEN
The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for adults who have not received the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation . Anyone wishing to be initiated fully into the Catholic Faith should
call the office on Monday or Friday 9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday and Thursday 9.00am to 3.30pm or the school office to pick up
an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for 2019 should be completed and returned to the office by the end of August. 2018.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 31st July 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,081.25
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

716.70

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital - Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun Parish on 5598 2165
. here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
We
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please
go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website
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My beloved in Christ
For the past two weekends I have reflected on our mission as disciples (of Jesus Christ) called and sent as prophets
and shepherds to God’s people: our brothers and sisters, and to our neighbours. This mission is a job, aa employment in the Jesus’ Business Enterprise of planting eternal seeds in human hearts and saving lives. St Paul says:
God, who supplies seed for the sower and bread to eat, will also supply you with all the seed you need and
will make it grow and produce a rich harvest from your generosity. … For this service you perform not only
meets the needs of God's people, but also produces an outpouring of gratitude to God.
Based on this then, all we need to do is to present ourselves ready for the job. And God will give us the seed and
make us fruitful in all good works (see Col. 10:9-14).
We have to invest all our energies in this business so that the business will yield more and lasting fruits (see John
15:16). In today’s gospel reading, Jesus told the crowd who searched and found him, that they were looking for him
not because they saw the miraculous power of the multiplication of loaves and fish as signs pointing to his person:
the Son of God, the Messiah. He said:
I tell you most solemnly, you are not looking for me because you have seen the signs but because you had all
the bread you wanted to eat. Do not work for food that cannot last, but work for food that endures to eternal life, the kind of food the Son of Man is offering you, for on him the Father, God himself, has set his seal.
Some people work to have food on the table (sustenance) and some to have pleasure (fun) or both. But we Christians also work for salvation of peoples. I call that ‘Jesus’ Business Enterprise’. We should immerse everything we
do into this Jesus Business. Everything we do or say should reflect our belief in the Son of Man. In today’s gospel,
the Jews asked what they should do if they were “to do the works that God wants” - i.e. those kinds of jobs that can
afford people sustainable bread and fun that lasts. Jesus in answer explained: “This is working for God: you must
believe in the one he has sent.” St Paul explained further:
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude
in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Col. 3:16-17).
Some people think that belief in Jesus Christ, and thus working for God in this Jesus’ Business, is a waste of time that cannot put bread on our table (because we cannot see it). However, engaging in Christian evangelisation and
Christian spirituality is not a waste of time. Jesus in last Sunday’s gospel, showed the Jews who left everything and
followed him that they didn’t waste their time by feeding them miraculously. When the Jews saw that following
Christ could afford them enough food, they started looking for him. St Paul says:
Well, religion does make us very rich, if we are satisfied with what we have. What did we bring into the
world? Nothing! What can we take out of the world? Nothing!
So then, if we have food and clothes, that should be enough for us.
The question is: “Do we seek God for bread or seek bread for God?” What really do we want – to work for bread
or to work for God?
There is need for a renewal of mind, for a change of attitude towards knowing that to have Jesus, even only Jesus, is
more than enough. This will give shape and purpose to everything we do and say in life. St Paul in today’s second
reading urges us “not to go on living the aimless kind of life that pagans live”. Rather we “must put aside (y)our old
self, which gets corrupted by following illusory desires”. Our minds, according to him, “must be renewed by a spiritual revolution” so that we can “put on the new self that has been created in God’s way, in the goodness and holiness of the truth”.
The miracle of the Manna in the first reading, should convince us that God can be relied upon as the EverDependable-Provider. As he gave the Israelites free food, the Manna and sustained them for forty years in the desert
while on the journey to the promised land, so he is more than able to supply for all our needs and keep us for eternal
life through Jesus Christ, the living Bread, the Manna from heaven, our Eucharist.

Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 1st September 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 26th August 10.30 am

FEAST OF ST MARY OF THE CROSS—MARY MACKILLOP
On the Feast of St Mary of the Cross Wednesday 8th August 2018 Mass will be at 7.00am. No Evening Mass
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
On Wednesday 15th August we will celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. Masses will be 7.00 am and
5.45pm.

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B Sunday, 5 Aug 2018
FIRST READING Ex 16:2-4. 12-15
A reading from the book of Exodus
The whole community of the sons of Israel began to complain against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness and said
to them, ‘Why did we not die at the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we were able to sit down to pans of
meat and could eat bread to our hearts content! As it is, you have brought us to this wilderness to starve this whole
company to death!’
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now I will rain down bread for you from the heavens. Each day the people are to go
out and gather the day’s portion; I propose to test them this way to see whether they will follow my law or not.’
‘I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel. Say this to them, “Between the two evenings you shall eat meat,
and in the morning you shall have bread to your hearts content. Then you will learn that I, the Lord, am your God.”’
And so it came about: quails flew up in the evening, and they covered the camp; in the morning there was a coating
of dew all round the camp. When the coating of dew lifted, there on the surface of the desert was a thing delicate,
powdery, as fine as hoarfrost on the ground. When they saw this, the sons of Israel said to one another, ‘What is
that?’ not knowing what it was. ‘That’ said Moses to them ‘is the bread the Lord gives you to eat.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 77:3-4. 23-25. 54. R. v.24
(R.) The Lord gave them bread from heaven.
1.
The things we have heard and understood,
the things our fathers have told us,
we will tell to the next generation:
the glories of the Lord and his might. (R.)
2.
He commanded the clouds above
and opened the gates of heaven.
He rained down manna for their food,
and gave them bread from heaven. (R.)

3.

Mere men ate the bread of angels.
He sent them abundance of food.
He brought them to his holy land,
to the mountains which his right hand had won .(R)

SECOND READING Eph 4:17, 20-24
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
I want to urge you in the name of the Lord, not to go on living the aimless kind of life that pagans live. Now that is
hardly the way you have learnt from Christ, unless you failed to hear him properly when you were taught what the
truth is in Jesus. You must give up your old way of life; you must put aside your old self, which gets corrupted by
following illusory desires. Your mind must be renewed by a spiritual revolution so that you can put on the new self
that has been created in God’s way, in the goodness and holiness of the truth.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 4:4
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Scott Mintie
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Patrica Cumbers
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Margaret Allen, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul
Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Christine Kay, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Next meeting is Saturday 25th August 2018. Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

20th Priestly Anniversary
Father Isidore would like to invite all parishioners and friends to a Mass of Thanksgiving at
8.30am on Sunday 19th August to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of his Priestly Ordination.
Mass will be followed by Morning Tea in the Parish Centre. Please come along and join us to

Alleluia, alleluia!
No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 6:24-35
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
[[

When the people saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into boats and crossed to Capernaum to
look for Jesus. When they found him on the other side, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus
answered: 'I tell you most solemnly, you are not looking for me because you have seen the signs but because you
had all the bread you wanted to eat. Do not work for food that cannot last, but work for food that endures to eternal
life, the kind of food the Son of Man is offering you, for on him the Father, God himself, has set his seal.’
Then they said to him, ‘What must we do if we are to do the works that God wants?’ Jesus gave them this answer,
‘This is working for God: you must believe in the one he has sent.’ So they said, ‘What sign will you give to show
us that we should believe in you? What work will you do? Our fathers had manna to eat in the desert; as scripture
says: He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’
Jesus answered: ‘I tell you most solemnly, it was not Moses who gave you bread from heaven,it is my Father who
gives you the bread from heaven, the true bread; for the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and
gives life to the world.’ ‘Sir,’ they said ‘give us that bread always.’ Jesus answered: ‘I am the bread of life. He who
comes to me will never be hungry; he who believes in me will never thirst.

