FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 5TH MARCH 2017

ST BRIGID’S PARISH OFFICE NEWS
The installation of Rev. Fr Isidore Chidi Enyinnaya as the Parish Priest of St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang will
be on Saturday 25th March 2017 during the 9.00am Mass celebrated by The Archbishop the Most Rev Mark Coleridge. All our parishioners are encouraged to attend.
We will be having a morning Tea in the Parish Centre following the Mass. We are requesting all those who can help
with the food and preparations for the day or wish to be involved in any way to please speak to Fr Isidore direct, call the
office during office hours or contact Maria Page on 0413 586 899 after 6.00pm or speak to Sally Alker.
On Saturday 18th March at 10.00am there will be a working bee in and around the Church in preparation for the celebration on the 25th March. Please also call Maria if you can help in any way.
We are also requesting flowers to decorate the Church for the installation ceremony on the 25th. If you have access to
any flowers and would like to help in this way please bring them to the church on Friday 24th or call the office.

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
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Reflection 1st Sunday in Lent

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants within the month of April will be held on Sunday 19th
March at 10.00am. All parents who wish to have their children baptised are advised to attend.
2017 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
General Parent Meetings
Wednesday: March 8 at 6.00pm and Saturday March 11 at 10.00am in St Brigid’s Church
An overview of the St Brigid’s Parish Sacramental Preparation. This is the first of 2 identical meetings for families wishing to begin
the journey of preparing their children for the sacraments. A second meeting for families who may not be able to attend this date will
be held on March 11.
Communion Preparation Parent Meeting
Sunday 21st May (after 8.30am Mass in the Church)
This meeting is for families wishing to participate in Communion preparation and the program is for children who were involved in
the 2016 Confirmation preparation.. Families may still attend the General Parent Meetings if involved in Communion preparation.
First Holy Communion Masses: Saturday 17 June at 6.00pm or Sunday 18 June at 8.30am.
Confirmation Mass: Friday 1 September at 6.00pm.
PROJECT
COMPASSION
.

Like many of her neighbours in her rural village in the Philippines, Dinia struggled to feed and educate her children, and
the struggle worsened after her husband’s untimely death. But, with the help of a program supported by Caritas Australia, she now has the skills to earn a better income for her chidren and help her neighbours in her vulnerable community.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2017 and help people in rural areas of the Philippines develop their strengths and
build better futures for this families and their neighbours.
The feast of Our Lady of Fatima on March 13, 2017 at Marian Valley. The bus will leave from the normal pick
up point at Palm Beach at 7.30am then from Sacred Heart Church at Clear Island Waters at 8.15am. The cost
for a seat on the bus is $20 per person return. Please call Paula on 0402 930 918 or 5582 7950 or Madelaine
Zammit on 5529 1573 or 0405 252 367 to secure your seat.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at Tuesday 28th February 2017
1ST COLLECTION: $
747.40
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,296.05
- For Parish expenses
such as administration, and maintenance of all our
buildings and properties.
The Parish Loans currently stand at $ 15,896.76
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Fr Isidore
ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. All Welcome.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP
The craft group meet every Tuesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. In the Parish Centre
Please come along and bring your craft projects and join the ladies and enjoy morning tea. Everyone
welcome. For further information please contact the Parish Office.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website.

Dear people of God,
As we begin this year’s Lenten season, we might remind ourselves once more, that Lent is a period of forty days of
spiritual reassessment, reorganisation, recommitment, revival and renewal of our faith life, both as individuals and
as a faith community. God expects to see us do something exceptional this year so that this season of grace will not
be in vain. St Paul wrote: “As God’s fellow workers, we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For He says:
‘In the time of favour I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.’ Behold, now is the time of favour; now
is the day of salvation!” During Lent, we not only recall Jesus’ forty days of fasting, praying and overcoming temptations, but also His sufferings and death which has brought us the resurrection life of Easter.
Forty is a significant number in biblical accounts. Some biblical forty days experiences could help us understand
and practise the teachings of Lent. We could meditate on Noah’s story and the forty days deluge (Gen. 6 -7); Israel’s forty years journey to the promised land (Exodus, Deuteronomy, Numbers 32:13, and Acts 7:36); Moses’
forty days and forty nights on the mountain to get the 10 Commandments from God (Exodus 24:18) and another
forty days and nights on the mountain with God (Ex. 34:28); Goliath’s threatening of Israel (God’s People) for forty days and His miraculous defeat by little David (1 Samuel 17); Elijah’s forty days journey to encounter God on
the mountain, after defeating the prophets of Baal – (1 Kings 17-19:8); Prophet Jonah’s preaching of a period of
grace of forty days before the city of Nineveh is destroyed if still unrepentant (Jonah 3).
During Lent we are called to reassess ourselves, to discover the loopholes, (if any), through which sin enters our
lives – the areas where Satan, the old serpent, tempts us. The readings of today present us with two examples of
people tempted to sin by Satan: Adam (and Eve) vis-a-vis Jesus (and Mary). The first reading shows how Adam,
through Eve, fell to the temptation of Satan. In the Gospel reading, we saw how Jesus, through Mary, defeated Satan. And so St. Paul in the second reading wrote “Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death,
and thus death has spread through the whole human race because everyone has sinned. … If it is certain that
through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus
Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift. … as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the
good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by one man’s disobedience many were
made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be made righteous.”
We really have to guard against yielding to the temptations of the devil which in the end bring death, though at the
moment some may say, “I have sinned what has happened to me” (Sirach 5:4-8). An Igbo (African adage) says that
“the tree does not wither and rot the same day it was cut down.” Going through the first reading, I asked myself:
God and Satan, who said the truth: God told Adam and Eve “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under pain of death”.
And the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! God knows in fact that on the day you eat it, your eyes
will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.” Then desiring to gain knowledge and to be like
God, they ate the fruit. And instead of dying, their eyes opened and they knew they were naked. However, we must
distinguish between temporary truth and eternal truth. Human beings can only be like God by obeying His word.
Satan will always point to the immediate truth to make the eternal truth of God’s word appear fake. The sin of Adam and Eve, did not bring only their death, but the death of all their offspring (see second reading).
Jesus knew that faith in the Word of God is the only way to defeat Satan despite his subtle and persuasive presentation of facts. Faith supersedes facts. The Word of God might seem foolishness but God’s foolishness is wiser than
all human wisdom. We have to know what the Word of God says, not just in part, but as a whole, because Satan
can quote the Word of God out of context in order to deceive us. But like Jesus, we have to slash him with the
sword of the Spirit, the Word of God (Eph. 6:17, Heb. 4:12), always responding to him: “For the Scripture says
….” As we study the Word of God this Lent in order to put it into practice, let us also add Fasting, Praying and
Almsgiving. And the Grace of God for us will not be in vain.
Have a fruitful Lent
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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First Sunday of Lent - Year A.

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
Week Day Mass
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday Mass

7am
9am

Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday
Divine Mercy Prayer
Wednesday
Adoration with Benediction Thursdays

7.30am
8.30am
7.30am
7-8pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
2nd Sunday of each month

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Next Mass at St John’s

10.30am

Sunday 12th March

6.00 pm
8.30 am

10.30am

FIRST READING

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

G’day mate!
There’s wisdom in this homily exert from Fr Richard Leonard SJ.
Would you mind reading?
“As this story demonstrates, the temptation to know as much as God, has never been more real than it is right
now. One day a group of scientists got together and decided that man had come a long way and no longer
needed God. The scientists walk up to God and say, ‘God we've decided that we no longer need you. We're to
the point that we can clone people and do many miraculous things, so why don't you just go on and get lost.’
God listened patiently and after the scientists were finished, said, ‘Very well! How about this? Let’s have a
woman-and-man-making contest.’ To which they agreed. However God added, ‘How about we do this just
like I did back in the old days with Adam?’ The scientists said, ‘Sure, no problem’, and bent down and
grabbed some dirt. God just looked at them and said, ‘No, no, no. You go and get your own dirt!’
Today’s Gospel is about knowledge too. Satan knows who Jesus is. His temptations are an attempt to get Jesus
to betray his humanity and not endure the limitations of his daily life. Jesus knows that the only way to be true
to his divinity is allow us to see it shine in and through his human life. The rejection of the temptation to compromise his frail human frame gives us the hope that we, too, can glimpse the power of God’s greatness in
every moment we reject the desire to be directors of our own destiny and to see good triumph over evil in the
choices we make.”
Excerpt from a homily for First Sunday of Lent - Year A. By Richard Leonard SJ
Copied from LiturgyHelp.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
There will be Stations of the Cross every Friday evening during Lent at 6.00pm in St Brigid’s Church.
BAPTISM PRAYERS
We pray for Mirabelle Chloe Herft and Sonny McLean Owen who are being baptised this weekend. We pray
that they will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their life's journey.
We pray for their parents, family and godparents.

Gen 2:7-9; 3:1-7

A reading from the book of Genesis
The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man became a living being.
The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God caused to
spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil in the middle of the garden.
The serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the Lord God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God really say you
were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?’ The woman answered the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees in the
garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under pain of death”.’
Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! God knows in fact that on the day you eat it your eyes will be opened
and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.’ The woman saw that the tree was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, and that it
was desirable for the knowledge that it could give. So she took some of its fruit and ate it. She gave some also to her husband who
was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they realised that they were naked. So they sewed figleaves together to make themselves loin-cloths.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 50:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. see v.3

(R.) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
1.

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)

2.

My offences truly I know them;
my sin is always before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned;
what is evil in your sight I have done. (R.)

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus.
We pray for the recently deceased: Alison Jane Cosgrove
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time : Bill Nelson
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Christine De Barro, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Richard McGuire, Valda Silvy and Joan Gordon

5 Mar 2017

SECOND READING

3.

4.

A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R)
Give me again the joy of your help;
With a spirit of fervour sustain me.
O Lord, open my lips
and my mouth shall declare your praise. (R)

Rom 5:12-19

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread through the whole human race because
everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law was given. There was no law and so no one could be accused of
the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a
matter of breaking a law.
Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through one man’s fall so
many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant
free gift. The results of the gift also outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one single fall came judgement with a verdict
of condemnation, now after many falls comes grace with its verdict of acquittal. If it is certain that death reigned over everyone as
the consequence of one man’s fall, it is even more certain that one man, Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the free gift that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. Again, as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone,
so the good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners,
so by one man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

GOSPEL

Mt 4:1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, after which
he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.’ But he
replied, ‘Scripture says:
Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said,
‘throw yourself down; for scripture says:
He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will support you on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says:
You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’
Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will give you
all these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says:
You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’

Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children's Liturgy will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. For more information please call the Parish Office.

