TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME— YEAR A 8th OCT 2017

Please Note:

We welcome our visitors and ask all to respect the local practice of receiving the
Lord’s Body and Blood: the Body of Christ is received on the hand or the tongue and the Blood of Christ is
received by drinking from the Chalice (cup). We kindly ask you to refrain from intinction (dipping the consecrated Bread into the consecrated Wine) even if this is your parish’s custom.
PRAYERS FOR THE HOLY SOULS
November has traditionally been known as the month Catholics remember their deceased loved ones; members of the
family, relatives, friends and the souls in Purgatory, in prayers especially at Masses. We are opening the Book of Remembrance this year. The envelopes are at the entrance to the Church. Please print the name/s clearly on the back of
the envelopes and place the envelopes on any collection plate during Mass. The names will be included in our Book of
Remembrance for this year and Masses offered for the repose of the souls of the dead and the well being of the living.
Any envelope received after the 24th October will not be included in this year’s Book of Remembrance though the
Mass will still be offered for the repose of the soul of the dead.
Celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Last Apparition of Our Lady at Fatima at Marian Valley on Friday
13th October The bus will pickup at 7 Lind Ave, Palm Beach, at 7.45am and then pickup again at Sacred
Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. Please book your seat
early with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.

SOUND SYSTEM IN CHURCH
The Parish needs $9,171.80 to fix and upgrade
The parents preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants the sound system in the Church. At the moment
will be held on Sunday 15th October at 10.00am. All the donations to this project stands at
parents who wish to have their children baptised during $3,020.00. May God keep blessing you as you
November or December are invited to attend.
consider giving towards this project.
BAPTISM PREPARATION

READERS AND EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
There will be a meeting of all the Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Communion on Saturday, 21st October at 10.00am
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 3rd October 2017

642.45
- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,148.30
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and your divine rewards.
1ST COLLECTION: $

Fr Isidore

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God Topic: THE PARABLES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries. Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 /
0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com Next Meeting 28th October 2017
FUND RAISING

The Cake Stall last Sunday raised the amount of $193.20 for the parish. Thank you for your support.
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY
...for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Mark 10:14
The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life,
respect and security from physical and emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by all.
This will be achieved through the development of respectful relationships and a commitment to safety embracing appropriate boundaries, behaviours and practices, in accordance with the Archdiocesan Code of Ethical Behaviour and adherence to legislative imperatives of the State.
The full policy is available to read on the Archdiocese website—brisbanecatholic.org.au
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy
Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEB PAGE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya Phone: 0451 140 471 Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Lenette Evans Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au

Dear friends in Christ
You may have noticed that for the past two Sundays, Jesus used the images of the vineyard, its owner and
workers in his parables. Two Sundays ago it was the parable of the landowner and the hired labourers. Jesus
used that to teach us of God’s generous love, unfathomable mercy and favourable treatment towards every person who would honour His invitation to work for him in His kingdom (the world, the Church, and the family)
no matter at what hour of their lives they started to work. And he warns against jealousy and selfishness at
God’s over-the-top goodness (pay) to others. Last Sunday, it was the Parable of the Two Sons. Here, the father
(God or the Landowner) is asking His sons (and daughters) to go and work in His vineyard, allowing them the
freedom to choose, not only to say yes or no, but to choose either to do or not do His will. We humans are endowed with free will, either to do or not to do God’s work, which is the uprooting of evil and the planting of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Again, Jesus in that parable showed how merciful God is towards tax collectors and prostitutes (sinners) who, at first refused to listen to the Spirit’s call to repentance, but
later responded and changed from their evil ways to live righteously.
In today’s gospel, Jesus uses the same images of the landowner, vineyard and workers in the Parable of the
Wicked Tenants, to tell us that some who have been employed by God to work in His vineyard, have, for their
own selfish interests, decided to claim ownership of the vineyard and are ready to do any wicked thing, even to
kill God’s only Son, rather than give God His due - the fruits from His vineyard – namely, the fruits of righteousness, peace, love, gentleness, self-control, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Those resident workers, interested in
securing their present and future wellbeing, and oblivious of a possible promotion and better offer for faithful
service from the landowner, refused to heed Jesus’ instruction to ‘give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and
give to God what belongs to God.’ (Matthew 22:21). If only we humans could understand that we are only custodians of our lives and of the world in which we live, we would be careful how we live our lives and the laws
we make to guide our human relationships and behaviours. No one is the owner of his or her own life and living, or the owner of any other’s (plant’s, animal’s, and human’s) life and living either.
Addressing the chief priests and the elders of the people, Jesus concluded the parable by asking: ‘Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ Caught unaware, they answered, ‘He will
bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the produce to
him when the season arrives.’ But Jesus knew that they were those wretches. Since Jesus is our High Priest, we
(all the baptised), are in Him, with Him and through Him, high priests of the new generation. And in a democratic setting, where the people are the rulers, every person, eighteen years and above, is an elder of the people.
Like the chief priests and elders of the Jewish people, there is that temptation to think of the other people as
those wicked tenants in God’s vineyard. If we are like them, then what Jesus said to them could apply to us: ‘I
tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its
fruit.’ Do we think God won’t do it?
In the first reading, Isaiah the prophet uses the same image of the landowner planting a vine in his fertile vineyard, and taking great pains to lovingly care, nurture and nourish this chosen plant. He expected this vine to
bear good fruit, but it yielded sour grapes. According to Isaiah, ‘the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the House
of Israel, and the men of Judah that chosen plant.’ As the new Israelites, what sort of fruit do we bear in response to God’s loving care towards us?
St Paul, in today’s second reading, tells us how to bear the fruits of righteousness (justice) and integrity. He
tells us to fill our minds with everything that is true and noble, everything good and pure, everything lovely and
honourable, and everything that can be thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Sounds difficult? ‘There is no
need to worry’ St Paul tells us. All we need to do is to ask God for His unfailing help with prayer and thanksgiving. And that peace of God, according to St Paul, ‘which is so much greater than we can understand, will
guard our hearts and thoughts, in Christ Jesus.’
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH FROM 1ST JULY
2017
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

The Mass at 9.00am on the First Saturday of each month will be a Mass
For the Sick with Anointing

The next Anointing Mass will be 4th November, 2017
Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer

Thursday

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, and planted choice vines in it. In the middle he built a tower, he dug a
press there too. He expected it to yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, I ask you to judge between my vineyard and me.
What could I have done for my vineyard that I have not done? I expected it to yield grapes. Why did it yield sour
grapes instead? Very well, I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge for it to
be grazed on, and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on. I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown by
the briar and the thorn. I will command the clouds to rain no rain on it. Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is
the House of Israel, and the men of Judah that chosen plant. He expected justice, but found bloodshed, integrity,
but only a cry of distress.
Ps 79:9. 12-16. 19-20. R. Is 5:7

7.30am
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

6-7pm

2nd Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

FIRST READING Is 5:1-7

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Adoration Holy Hour with Benediction

Saturday
Sunday
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A Sunday, 8 Oct 2017

Sunday 12th November 10.30 am

HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Ian John Collins
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Raymond Sandral Snr and
Raymond Sandral Jnr
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by
This Community of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Patrick Mackey, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon
and Tina Vettori
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

JOIN THE CRUSADE OF PRAYER! 1917-2017 The Centenary of Fatima.
Public Square Rosary. Please join us in Praying the Rosary on the 100 year Anniversary
of the appearance of Our Lady of Fatima Saturday 14th October at 11.00 am at Bischof Pioneer
Park, Nerang. We are asking Our Lady of Fatima to obtain God’s merciful blessings upon
Australia and the world. All over Australia people are getting involved! Australia needs
Fatima is an on-going Project to bring the Message of Fatima to all Australians.
OCTOBER DEVOTION
The month of October is dedicated to Our Lady. Traditionally the Parish will join with the entire Catholic world in
Rosary and Benediction to honour Mary this October and ask for her Intercession.
Time: Rosary and Benediction - 5.45pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, Wednesday 6.15pm after Mass.

(R.) The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.
1.
You brought a vine out of Egypt;
3.
to plant it you drove out the nations.
It stretched out its branches to the sea,
to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. (R.)
2.
Then why have you broken down its walls?
4.
It is plucked by all who pass by.
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
devoured by the beasts of the field. (R.)

God of hosts, turn again, we implore
Look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted (R)
And we shall never forsake you again:
Give us life that we may call upon your name
God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved ®

SECOND READING Phil 4:6-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts and your
thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill your minds with everything that is true, everything that is noble, everything that is good and pure, everything that we love and honour, and everything that can be thought virtuous or worthy
of praise. Keep doing all the things that you learnt from me and have been taught by me and have heard or seen that I
do. Then the God of peace will be with you.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Jn 15:15
Alleluia, alleluia!
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mt 21:33-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, a landowner,
who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to tenants and
went abroad. When vintage time drew near he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants
seized his servants, thrashed one, killed another and stoned a third. Next he sent some more servants, this time a larger
number, and they dealt with them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them. “They will respect my son,” he
said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and take
over his inheritance.” So they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now when the owner of
the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched
end and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the produce to him when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to
them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:
It was the stone rejected by the builders
that became the keystone.
This was the Lord’s doing
and it is wonderful to see?
‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.’

