Second Sunday of Advent - Year C - 9th December 2018

A FEW CHRISTMAS ITEMS FOR YOUR ATTENTION
1.

A Parish Christmas Party is going to be held on Sunday 16th December immediately
following 8.30am Mass. Everyone welcome.

2.

Volunteers are required on Sunday 23rd December following 8.30am Mass to decorate the Christmas
Tree in the Church and make the Church ready for the celebration.

3.

On the table at the entrance to the Church there is a sheet of paper for the Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, Coordinators, Welcomers and Sacristans to put their names to advise which Mass they will be
attending, so that a Christmas Roster can be completed.

4.

Organizers: Please contact the Office ASAP regarding 2019 functions so that dates can be finalized.

REQUEST FOR MORE PEOPLE TO BE INVOLVED IN THE PARISH
We urgently need more people to do some of the Liturgical functions at the Vigil Mass on Saturday evening
and Sunday morning Mass. Anyone who is interested in becoming involved in any capacity in the Parish, as:
- Sacristan, Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, or in any other ministry, please call the
Parish Office or speak to the Parish priest directly. Full training will be provided by Fr Isidore, and no one will
be asked to participate until they are comfortable and ready for the Ministry. We are also seeking more people to become involved in other areas of the Parish –Fundraising, Hospitality and the cleaning of the Church.
Please contact the office if you are willing to participate in any of the ministries.

Fundraising Cake & Craft Stall held last weekend raised $ 542.10.
Thank you for your support.
On Thursday 13th December 2018 the celebration of Fatima Day will be held at at Marian Valley and they
would love for you to join them. The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. If sufficient numbers
book for pick up at Palm Beach, collection will be 7.45am at 7 Lind Avenue Palm Beach. The bus will also collect passengers at
Nerang Train Station on the Leagues Club Drive side, at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. When booking
your seat, please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on
0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 4th December 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,193.65
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

763.15

BAPTISM PREPARATION - The next The Foodfest Fundraiser for Ratnapura Diocese in Sri
preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will Lanka will be held today Sunday after the 8.30am Mass.
be 16th December at 10.00am. All parents Please support this fundraiser by enjoying the food that
who wish to have their children baptised in the

next few months are encouraged to attend.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on
5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

has been prepared.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held
in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.
ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meet every Tues
9.30am to 11.30am. in the Parish Centre . Everyone is welcome.
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Dear Friends,
Around the year 270 CE groups of people retreated from the temptations of the city to seek perfection in the desert as the first
Christian monks. They are what we now call the desert fathers and mothers. One could argue that they found what they were
looking for. However, in their writings they express finding the temptations of the desert. Upon leaving the noise and busyness
of the city they found the quiet of the desert. This quiet is where they were able to hear God’s voice more clearly. This follows
in the tradition of Moses and the burning bush (Exodus 3) and King David when he wrote psalm 63. And again, the quiet of the
desert is where Jesus spent forty days and forty nights being tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:1-11).
Our lives can also be like this desert experience in which we can either encounter God or be tempted. Everyday we can come
face to face with God through numerous ways including Adoration, the Holy Eucharist and our brothers and sisters in Christ.
However, things like technology, music, alcohol, drugs, violence and pornography can cause us all to be “too busy” and rob us
from the time we need with God and to see how he has acted in our lives each day. Not to mention the sin that can be involved
in each of these.
We are always going to be tempted in one way or another. It is what we do with this sin that makes the difference between us as
Christians and the worldly folk. The sin in our lives separates us from God. Sin leaves us tangled in our own sorrow, shame,
guilt. These are not good things to harbour and are some of the contributing factors to today’s many mental illnesses such as
depression and anxiety.
However, it is not all doom and gloom, God has promised us His infinite love and mercy. The sacrament of Reconciliation is
one visible sign of this love and mercy. This sacrament can be repeated as many times as necessary and calls us ever-deeper
into our conversion. When we repent of our sins in this Sacrament, we “take off [our] dress of sorrow and distress [and] put on
the Beauty of the glory of God for ever” (Bar 5:1-2). We become “pure and blameless” (Phil 1: 10) and “the Lord delivers” us
from our “bondage” (Ps 126: 1).
Saint John Chrysostom once said “Pay attention carefully. After the sin comes the shame; courage follows repentance. Did you
pay attention to what I said? Satan upsets the order; he gives the courage to sin and the shame to repentance… Just as there are
for the body wounds and medicines, so for the soul are sins and repentance” (Homily No. 8). His words are still very relevant
today.
As we prepare for the coming of Christ this Christmas let us make a conscious decision to “prepare the way for the Lord” in our
desert lives (Lk 3: 4). Let us experience the infinite love and mercy of God in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Nerang Reconciliation times are every Saturday 5:15 – 5:45 and Sunday 8am – 8:15am or speak to the Priest after morning Mass.
Isaac Falzon
PILGRIMAGE EXPERIENCE (Continued from last weekend Newsletter 2nd December 2018)
Thank God no one asked me, last week why the borders of Jordan and Israel are so far apart. Anyway, it is because Israel
and Palestine are yet to agree on a common boundary. And if this is done, some part of the land in-between the
Jordan-Israel border may become part of Palestine. The issue of Israel-Palestine has claimed numerous lives, led to
destruction of property and displaced many from their homes. We need peace in the Middle East. In a land where
“Peace” (‘Shalom’ in Hebrew or ‘Salam’ in Arabic) is the greeting, people have been made to live in fear of war and
violence just for political aggrandisement. Some of the people we met live in peace among themselves. One could see that
boundaries are man-made. They asked us to pray for peace because of the uncertainties of political conflicts that affect the
people. Please pray for peace in the Middle East.
After we crossed the Israeli border, our tour guide for the Israeli trip welcomed us and ushered us into the bus that would
take us during our stay in Israel and Palestine (Bethlehem). From there we crossed the Jordan river over the Allenby
(or King Hassein) bridge and came into the city of Jericho (old and new). Jericho is one of the ancient cities which has
survived till today with its biblical name. It was lunch time. (to be continued)
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

2nd February 2019

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 23rd December 2018.

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Margaret Allen, Bill Addison, Lima Faber and Bruce Hudson.
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Philomena Grace,
Erlinda & Jose Portes, Sidney Slater Snr, Giuseppe & Maria Ciriello, Gabrielle Best.
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey,
Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan,
Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal , Sandra Miller and Linda Harri

WELCOME ISAAC
Isaac Falzon will be spending time with us until 16th December 2018. Please make him welcome.
Thanks to those who, in one way or the other, have given him encouragement and prayerful support..
You are Mission’

Pope Francis has called every man and woman to be a part of mission. In his World Mission Day message he speaks especially to the youth to take an active role in mission, however also reminds us that
‘mission revitalises faith’ and that all Christians are called to mission as we are children of God.
Catholic Mission supports life-giving work in 160 countries around the world. Today you will learn one of
the many stories from people and projects that have benefitted from the prayers and dedicated support of
people like you.
By supporting the Catholic Mission World Mission Appeal today, or by partnering with us through your
monthly gift, you can be a part of mission and support those in need all around the world. Please give
generously and keep missionaries and communities in your prayers.
Freecall: 1800 257 296 catholicmission.org.au/youaremission

BAPTISM PRAYERS - We pray for Maverick Catolico, April and Scarlet Skumavc, and Elijah Jansen who are
being baptised today. We pray that they will grow in grace and wisdom and abound with the love of God, all their
life's journey. We pray for their parents, family and godparents.

2nd Sunday of Advent - Year C – 9th December 2018
FIRST READING

Bar 5:1-9

A reading from the prophet Baruch
Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put on the beauty of the glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak of
the integrity of God around you, put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your head: since God means to show your
splendour to every nation under heaven, since the name God gives you for ever will be, ‘Peace through integrity, and
honour through devotedness’. Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the east: see your sons
reassembled from west and east at the command of the Holy One, jubilant that God has remembered them. Though
they left you on foot, with enemies for an escort, now God brings them back to you like royal princes carried back in
glory. For God has decreed the flattening of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys to
make the ground level so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God. And the forests and every fragrant tree
will provide shade for Israel at the command of God; for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his
mercy and integrity for escort.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 125. R. v.3

(R.) The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
1.
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,
3.
Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
it seemed like a dream.
As streams in dry land.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
Those who are sowing in tears
on our lips there were songs. (R.)
will sing when they reap. (R.)
2.
The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels
4.
They go out, they go out, full of tears,
the Lord worked for them!’
carrying seed for the sowing:
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
they come back, they come back, full of song,
Indeed we were glad. (R.)
carrying their sheaves. (R.)

SECOND READING

Phil 1:3-6. 8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering how you have helped to spread the Good News from the
day you first heard it right up to the present. I am quite certain that the One who began this good work in you will see
that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how much I miss you all, loving you as Christ Jesus
loves you. My prayer is that your love for each other may increase more and more and never stop improving your
knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can always recognise what is best. This will help you to become
pure and blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you will reach the perfect goodness which Jesus Christ
produces in us for the glory and praise of God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lk 3:4. 6

Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 3:1-6

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee,
his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the pontificate of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through the whole
Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the sayings
of the prophet Isaiah:
A voice cries in the wilderness; Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will be
straightened and rough roads made smooth. And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.

