23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B – 9th September 2018
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm

Our Church, our community. Doing good.

This weekend our parish is holding a special collection for the Annual Catholic Campaign, to support the vital ministries in our Church. It is the one time a year that all the parishes in the Archdiocese come together to help vital works of
our church and local community Holy Spirit Seminary, Centacare, Mackillop Catholic School Access Fund, Priests
Foundation Please consider a thoughtful gift. It will be the answer to someone’s prayer..
BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will be held on Sunday 16th September at 10.00am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in the next few months are encouraged to attend.
ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIAL DETAILS as at 4th September 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,088.30
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

751.45

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Tickets in our Christmas Raffle are now on sale . The prizes are really wonderful:
1st Prize : 50” (126cm) FHD LED LCD Smart TV
2nd Prize: “The Block Winners 2015” Framed Signed Shirt
3rd Prize: $100.00 Coles Group/Myer Gift Card.
Tickets are $5.00 each. Please support this raffle as it will be our last Fundraiser for the year.
The Raffle will be drawn on the Solemnity of Christ the King, Sunday 25th November after the 8.30am Mass.
SCHOOL OF THE WORD
Come and pray with the Word of God The theme for this year will be “Christ set us free,
so that we should remain free” (Galatians 5:1)
Every last Saturday of the month—10 am to 12 pm at St Brigid’s Parish
Next meeting is Saturday 29th September 2018 Conducted by the Verbum Dei Missionaries.
Contact: Ph (07) 3495 7105 Mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232 Email: vdmfbris@gmail.com

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE
MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. For further
information please call 1800 846643. All are Welcome.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish on
5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

MEETING FOR ALL PARISH MINISTRIES
There will be a meeting of all the Sacristans, Coordinators, Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Communion on Saturday, 15th September immediately following the Novena. This meeting will be held on the 3rd
Saturday of every month.

.We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. The
Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act,
please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Dear friends in Christ
Our world today compels people to hide their sorrows and sufferings. Humanity has developed a culture of denial
of suffering and pain. We tend to create a problem-free world, a fantasy world, a Disney world of happiness and
freedom, devoid of sorrow, suffering, and pain. Yet the reality remains that some people are of faint hearts, who
live with anxiety, depression and fears: psychological, emotional, and real fear; fear of a real, presumed, or impending danger; fear of being gossiped about or ridiculed, of being frightened by the judgement and condemnation
of others, of being blamed for their sufferings, of being humiliated, or being called a pauper or a fool. Some think
nobody loves them, while some others regard themselves as nobodies.
Many times, people look for someone to trust, someone with whom they can vent their fears or share their
experiences, someone who can make them feel at home with life, but not many are ready to give a sympathetic ear,
to encourage and strengthen those faint hearts. Some people fail to lend their shoulder to those who need them.
Sometimes, we even make the condition appear hopeless because we are lacking in hope and faith ourselves. We
lack faith in Jesus Christ, our saving God. Some of us don’t even know we can be of help. Some who feel they can
help out, don’t know how and when to help. This should not be the case for us Christians. Isaiah, the Prophet, tells
us in the first reading: “Say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. ‘Look, your God is coming, … he is
coming to save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall
leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy”.
We are called to bear one another’s burden (Gal. 2:6). And that is what so many people are doing in our Church members of Vinnies and other parishioners who in their own quiet ways without any fanfare or publicity comfort
and support others. And we are happy about that. However, there is still room to do more, especially, on the part
of those who are differential in their treatment of others they consider inferior, unwise, mentally sick or poor. St
James in today’s second reading shows that some of us might be guilty of this – when we treat the rich and the
poor with different standards.
We should, therefore, be careful of what we do and/or say because it can send a wrong signal. It may remind
people of their hard conditions, making them feel rejected, hopeless or humiliated, or even make them blame God
for their situations. We are all equal, children of God, and brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ. In fact, St James
says that it was those who are poor, blind, deaf, destitute, homeless, dumb, disabled, sick and house-bound, etc.,
“according to the world that God chose, to be rich in faith and to be heirs to the kingdom which he promised to
those who love him”. Thus, we should be a sign of hope to them as they should to us.
There is no one way to do this, but the Spirit (and conscience) will direct us if we but listen. We should be faithfilled, ready and available to give hope and courage to the faint heart. Like those people who brought the dumb
man to Jesus in today’s gospel reading, we also are encouraged to bring them to Jesus. Jesus is the Messiah, our
Saviour. His healing of the dumb man in today’s gospel reading, won him unbounded admiration from the people,
who said: “He has done all things well, … he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.”
Jesus may not do it as we wish or want. That does not mean he cannot save, or that he does not save. John the
Baptist waited for Jesus to save him from Herod and from prison, but it appeared Jesus was doing nothing to save
him. So, having heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one
who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear
and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”
This passage also links the gospel to the first reading, showing that Jesus is that coming God promised in the first
reading.
Let us therefore, trust Jesus to save us and save those we recommend to him according to his will. Let us be
courageous and offer hope to the faint hearts. His answer to John’s disciples shows he is our saviour able to save.
To him be glory forever. Amen.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B - Sunday, 9 Sept 2018

Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday ,Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be 6th October 2018

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil
6.00 pm
Sunday
8.30 am
Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am, Wednesday at 5.00pm,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

7.30am
6.00-7.00pm
9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s

Sunday 23rd September 10.30 am

FIRST READING

Is 35:4-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. ‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is
coming, the retribution of God; he is coming to save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the
dumb sing for joy; for water gushes in the desert, streams in the wasteland, the scorched earth
becomes a lake, the parched land springs of water.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 145:7-10. R. v.1

(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul!
1.
It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
3.
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.)
2.
It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bound down,
the Lord who loves the just,
the Lord, who protects the stranger. (R.)

SECOND READING

The Lord upholds the widow and orphan,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.)

Jas 2:1-5

A reading from the letter of St James

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : John Claydon
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in
their loss by this Community of Faith.

My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord, with the making of distinctions between
classes of people. Now suppose a man comes into your synagogue, beautifully dressed and with a gold ring on, and
at the same time a poor man comes in, in shabby clothes, and you take notice of the well-dressed man, and say,
‘Come this way to the best seats’; then you tell the poor man, ‘Stand over there’ or ‘You can sit on the floor by my
foot-rest.’ Can’t you see that you have used two different standards in your mind, and turned yourselves into judges,
and corrupt judges at that? Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor according to the world that God
chose, to be rich in faith and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he promised to those who love him.

We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Malcolm Lowe, Margaret Allen, Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and
Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon, Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Christine
Kay, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Hal , Sandra Miller and Linda Harri

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
Fatima Day at Marian Valley

Queensland Child Protection Week is held during

Fatima Day will be celebrated at Marian Valley on
the first full week of September each year. Schools,
Thursday 13th September 2018.
businesses,
community
groups
and
The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Is- government organisations come together, to
land Waters, at 8.15am. If sufficient numbers book for consider how best to promote the value of children
pick up at Palm Beach, collection will be 7.45am at 7 and focus attention on issues of child abuse and
Lind Avenue Palm Beach. The bus will also collect pas- neglect. Children are a gift from God and must be
protected from harm of every kind.
sengers at Nerang Train Station on the Leagues Club Many Archdiocesan personnel through their ministries and services are in
Drive side, at approximately 8.30am. The cost for the a unique position to identify child abuse and neglect and to do something
bus is $20 return for each trip. When booking your seat, about it. The Archdiocese expects all personnel, including clergy,
please verify your point of pickup. You can secure your employees and volunteers to act upon concerns or complaints of abuse and
seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline comply with reporting obligations. Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility
on 0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION MEETINGS FOR FIRST EUCHARIST
First Eucharist will be celebrated in our Parish at the 6..00 pm Mass on Saturday 24th November and
8.30am Mass on Sunday 25th November
Preparation meetings for the First Holy Eucharist will be held on 14th October, 4th , 11th , and 18th November,
2018 after 8.30am Mass on those Sundays, and on the 10th and 17th of November, 2018 at 10.15am after the Saturday 9.00am Mass and Novena to OLPH. If you require an enrolment form or any further information please contact the Parish Office.

cf. Mt 4:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mk 7:31-37

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the sea of Galilee, right through the Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to lay his
hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, put his fingers into the man’s ears and touched his
tongue with spittle. Then looking up to heaven he sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha,’ that is, ‘Be opened.’ And
his ears were opened, and the ligament of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And Jesus ordered them to
tell no one about it, but the more he insisted, the more widely they published it. Their admiration was unbounded.
‘He has done all things well,’ they said ‘he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’

LAST CALL FOR RCIA ENROLMENT
The Right of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a faith formation program designed for adults who have not received the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation. Anyone wishing to be initiated fully into
the Catholic Faith should call the office on Monday or Friday 9.00am to 12 noon or Tuesday and Thursday 9.00am to
3.30pm or the school office to pick up an Enrolment Form for RCIA. All forms for 2019 should be completed and
returned to the office as soon as possible.

