
ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH 

 39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG 

   POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211 

    PHONE: (07) 5596 2632   FAX: (07) 5596 3669 

            WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon.  Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm 

 
 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  NERANG  CONFERENCE  - MEETINGS held  in St  Brigid's Parish Centre at  6.30pm on  the  2nd and 4th  
Wednesdays  of the month. For further  information please call 1800 846643.    
All are Welcome. 

           PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM: 

Parish Priest:    Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.         Ph: 0451 140 471.            Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au 

   Parish Secretary:        Lenette Evans                                           Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au 

      Administration Assistant :  Gurli Pennings  

   The Epiphany of the Lord –6th January 2019 

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS 

For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital  - 
Southport Parish on 5510 2222 

For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish 
on 5576 6466 

For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish 
on 5572 5433    

For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun 
Parish on 5598 2165 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION   

 The  next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants 
will be 17th February 2019 at 10.00am. All  parents 
who wish to have their children baptised in the next 
few months are encouraged to attend.  

 
    

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS  as at  31st December   2018 
 

1ST COLLECTION:    $                      789.85   -  For Clergy Support 
   
 

2ND COLLECTION:   $               1,121.50  -   For Parish expenses such as administration, and  
         maintenance of all our  buildings  and properties.  
 

 
 

I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support.   Be assured of our prayers and of your divine          
rewards.                     Fr Isidore Enyinnaya 

 

We here at St  Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND 

ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. 

The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Priva-

cy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is  on our website 

. 

 

CARER REQUIRED 
 

An experienced Carer is required to help a 
disabled person in Nerang.  The days & times 
are negotiable & training is provided.  Please  
phone 5596 3276 for further details. 

PARISH CALENDAR 
 

Would anyone who wants to organize a function in the Parish 
in 2019 please contact the office urgently so that dates can be 
entered into our calendar to avoid a clash of dates as last year 
we had  too  many appeals and functions close together. 

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
 

It is now time to enrol children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age 
but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9 
years of age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist. 
 

The  parent meeting will be held on Thursday 7th February  at 6.30pm and on Saturday 9th February at 
10.30am and all parents who wish to enrol their child or children for 2019 please contact the office  to 
obtain the enrolment forms.   Attendance at one of these meetings is mandatory. If you miss either of 
these meetings, there will be no catch-up meeting and you will have to wait for the new group in 2020. 
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Friday 13th September at 6.00pm  and the Sacra-
ment of First Eucharist on Saturday 22nd June 2019  at 6.00pm and  on Sunday 23rd June 2019  at 
8.30am. 

 

 

RCIA PROGRAM 
The preparation for people wishing to become Cath-
olic commences in February 2019. If you or someone 
you know wishes to become a Catholic and join in 
with the other candidates who have already enrolled 
please contact the Parish Office to obtain the forms 
for completion. These forms must be returned to the 
office before the end of January 2019. 

 

 

  

Reflection by Gerard Moore courtesy of Pastoral Liturgy 
 

The narrative of the three magi is one of the great Christian stories, and has captured the imagination of 
believers across the centuries. We shall examine some parts of the piety below, however the idea that for-
eigners, outsiders, would be attracted to Jesus, and make dangerous life journeys to have him revealed into 
their lives, is not far from the intention of the evangelist, and not far from the experience of the faithful in 
our pews today. 
 

There are a number of rich theological themes that close out the Christmas season. The heart of the story 
has creation-the star-guide the nations-the three magi-to be in the presence of the revelation of God, the 
child Jesus. Their response is gifts and praise, returning home having paid homage. They see in the child 
the unfolding of salvation. 
 

Within this intriguing and beguiling set of  circumstances intervenes malevolence and ultimately violence. 
Herod knows the scriptures but seeks to circumvent them. We can look ahead here to Jesus’ battles with 
the scribes, lawyers and Pharisees, all of whom know the scriptures but cannot let them breathe life. Fur-
ther Herod tries to seduce the three kings with secret talks and false piety. However, the star which does 
not seem to be visible over the king, returns to sight once the three visitors have left the holy city. It would 
seem that there is much darkness for the light to pierce, and it will take the death of Jesus in Jerusalem to 
bring that light to the centre of power. As the life of Jesus unfolds, the same scribes, Pharisees and earthly 
rulers in Jerusalem who could not interpret the scripture comprise the same leadership group who condemn 
the Nazarene to death. There is a larger paradox at work here, one that relates to the  experience of Mat-
thew’s community. By the time the Gospel of Matthew takes final shape, the community is being filled 
with gentiles. It is noticeable that the Jews who have received the scriptures are being displaced by the 
gentiles who did not know them but are hungry for them. 
 

While our text deals only with the appearance of the magi, our worshippers know that this story is closely 
linked with the rage Herod, the death of the innocents, and the flight of the holy family into Egypt. As we 
noted early on ion their set of Christmas commentaries, we in Australia cannot read these nativity readings 
and close our ears to the children in detention, the refugees on Christmas Island! and the vast numbers of 
Displaced peoples across the globe. Nor can we ignore the poor quality of national; leadership across the 
countries of the world. 
 

Our own audience, unlike that of Matthew, also know of the many legends and stories that have grown due 
to the immense popularity of these mysterious figures. From early on and then across Christian piety the 
three magi came to be seen as kings.  The  three royal ones earned names, nationalities and racial features, 
and their journey home took them across medieval Europe. Their relics are held in a chapel in Cologne, 
and many a German town has a Dreikonigen Strasse (Street of the Three Kings). The Christian imagina-
tion at play provides us with the three kings seeking enlightenment. Perhaps for our Christmas season we 
can revisit the challenges this piety offers. We are asked to welcome those on journeys of discovery, seek-
ing the light. Are we that light? Or are we the dimming of the court of Herod? Joseph and Mary welcome 
the strangers, the different ethnicities, the unusual wise ones: are we able to recognize the presence of the 
Spirit in others as manifest today. And as the Magi go home by a different route, are we able to identify the 
sources of injustice and violence as the Magi did, and challenge to a different outcome. 
 
 

Plenary Council Prayer 
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land 
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council. 
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road. 
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth. 
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying. 
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age. 
Amen 
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
CHURCHES 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 St Brigid’s Church 
 39-49 McLaren Rd  

 Nerang Q 4211 
 
 
 
 

[[  
 

St John’s Church 
 Windabout Rd 
 Beechmont Q      

 4211 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
SCHOOL 

 

 
 
 

  St Brigid’s  
  Primary 

  McLaren Road 
  Nerang Q 4211 

  Phone: 5596 4188 
  
 
 

 

  
 WEB PAGE: 

   www.sb.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

  DAVID SEWELL 
  Principal 

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH   
 
NB FROM DECEMBER 28TH 2018 TO JANUARY  27TH 2019 
Week Day Mass  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday    7.00 am 

   

Saturday         9.00 am 
 

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the  

First Saturday of each  month at    9.00am  
 

The next Anointing Mass will be         2nd February 2019     
 

Sunday Mass 
 

Saturday Vigil         6.00 pm   

Sunday          8.30 am 
 

Rosary 

 Monday, Tuesday,  Friday  at  7.30 am,   

Saturday  at  8.30am. And Sunday  at  8.00am  
 

 

Novena  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  Saturday     9.30 am 
 
Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church     Saturday     5.15pm – 5.45pm 
        Sunday     8.00am -  8.15am  

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont      4th Sunday of each month   
        

Next Mass at St John’s :  Sunday, 27th January 2019   

 

 

We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus 
 

We pray for the recently deceased :    
 

We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time:   
[                                                      
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community  
of Faith. 
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital:    Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada,   
Maureen and Paul  Humey,  Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon, Patricia Solomon,   
Amanda Gordon,  Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake,  Sandra Miller and Linda Harri 
 

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes. 

 

   
 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY 

Fr Isidore will be going on his annual holidays from 28th December 2018 to 26th January 2019. He will be travelling to 
Nigeria to see his brother and sisters with their families. Please remember him in your prayers for safe travels. It’s really 
a long journey. 
While Father is away Mass times will be as usual with the exception of—no Mass or Rosary Wednesday evenings and 
no Adoration or Benediction  on Thursday evenings. 

 HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED  
 

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and 
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a 
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged. 

 

 The Epiphany of the Lord Sunday, 6 Jan 2019 
 

FIRST READING Is 60:1-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on you, 
though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples.Above you the Lord now rises 
and above you his glory appears. The nations come to your light and kings to your dawning  
brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round:  all are assembling and coming towards you, 
your sons from far away and your daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight you will grow  
radiant, your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you; the wealth of the  
nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11 

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,   3 . The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts 
to a king’s son your justice,       shall pay him tribute. 
that he may judge your people in justice     The kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring him gifts 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.)         Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
                     all nations shall serve him.  (R) 
 

2. In his days justice shall flourish  4.  For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and peace till the moon fails.       and the needy who are helpless. 
He shall rule from sea to sea,       He will have pity on the weak 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.)     and save the lives of the poor. (R) 

 

SECOND READING Eph 3:2-3. 5-6 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he meant for you, and that it was by a reve-
lation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his 
holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past generations; it means that pagans now share the same in-
heritance, that they are parts of the same body, and that the same promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, 
through the gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 2:2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; 
and have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL  Mt 2:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem 
from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him 
homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the 
chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Ju-
daea,’ they told him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: 

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, 
for out of you will come a leader 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the star had ap-
peared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, 
let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And 
there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward and halted over the place where the child was. 
The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankin-
cense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a dif-
ferent way. 

 

Fatima Day will be celebrated on Sunday 13th January 2019 at Marian Valley and everyone is 
invited. The bus will pickup at Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters, at 8.15am. If sufficient 
numbers book for pick up at Palm Beach, collection will be 7.45am at 7 Lind Avenue Palm Beach. 
The bus will also collect passengers at Nerang Train Station on the Leagues Club Drive side, at ap-
proximately 8.30am. The cost for the bus is $20 return. When booking your seat, please verify your 
point of pickup. You can secure your seat with Paula on 0402 930918 or 5582 7950 or Madeline on 
0405 252 367 or 5529 1573.  


