2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C – 20th January 2019
Plenary Council Prayer

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

2018 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
It is now time to enrol children who have been baptised, who are in Year 3 or have turned 8 years of age
but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and children who are in Year 4 or have turned 9
years of age and have not received the Sacrament of their First Eucharist.

The parent meeting will be held on Thursday 7th February at 6.30pm and on Saturday 9th February at
10.30am and all parents who wish to enrol their child or children for 2019 please contact the office to
obtain the enrolment forms. Attendance at one of these meetings is mandatory. If you miss either of
these meetings, there will be no catch-up meeting and you will have to wait for the new group in 2020.
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Friday 13th September at 6.00pm and the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Saturday 22nd June 2019 at 6.00pm and on Sunday 23rd June 2019 at
8.30am.
RCIA PROGRAM
The preparation for people wishing to become Catholic commences in February 2019. If you or someone
you know wishes to become a Catholic and join in
with the other candidates who have already enrolled
please contact the Parish Office to obtain the forms
for completion. These forms must be returned to the
office before the end of January 2019.
IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish
on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

.
CARER
REQUIRED
An experienced Carer is required to help a
disabled person in Nerang. The days & times
are negotiable & training is provided. Please
phone 5596 3276 for further details.

PARISH CALENDAR
Would anyone who wants to organize a function in the Parish
in 2019 please contact the office urgently so that dates can be
entered into our calendar to avoid a clash of dates as last year
we had too many appeals and functions close together.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The next preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants
will be 17th February 2019 at 10.00am. All parents
who wish to have their children baptised in the next
few months are encouraged to attend.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 15th January 2018

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,069.05
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

630.10

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings

Reflection by Joe Tedesco courtesy of Pastoral Liturgy
As the liturgical year moves out of the season of Christmas into the start of Ordinary Time we can, concurrently, feel
a sense of returning to the ‘ordinary’ in other respects too. For many in the Australian context in particular, the later
stages of January and the weeks following are marked by a returning to regular work, regular studies, regular family
routines-regular and ordinary time in more ways than one. Something of the ‘ordinary’, in some respects at least, is
present especially the Gospel reading. It is a curious periscope of Scripture unique to John that starts as what might
be an ordinary event in the lives of Jesus and his family and friends; attending a wedding feast as guests. Though nodoubt special for the couple being wed and most likely for their family, the setting presented in the Gospel reading is
not atypical and is going along as per normal. Further, as the scene of the wedding feast at Cana unfolds, we are left
with the impression that Jesus is attending as an ‘ordinary’ guest under typical conditions. The ordinary scene is then
shaken up first by the calamity of the wine running out. Though it may seem mundane in some respects, such an
event would have been a major social faux pas in the time of Jesus, a situation that would have been an embarrassment for the steward of the wedding and the bridegroom in particular. What unfolds as a response, first by the mother
of Jesus and then by Jesus himself, breaks in the extraordinary on many levels.
Firstly, on Mary noticing the problem and bringing it to Jesus’ attention, the initial response from Jesus is one of disengagement. Though it might seem harsh to our modern ears, the word choice used( such as ‘Woman’ and “what concern is it to me”) would have been common parlance in its day. In that sense, the initial response is quite ordinary as
well; why would it be a guest’s problem whether the wine has run out or not? Moreover, as John is laying out the narrative, if Jesus were to do something about it beyond ‘the ordinary’, it will mark the coming of ‘the hour’, a phrasing
common in John which points to the full revelation of Jesus as Christ found in his glorification-that is his death, resurrection and ascension (John 17:1). Despite the initial detachment from the situation, Jesus does respond, marking
that this somewhat ‘ordinary’ situation is the start of something entirely extraordinary. The miracle itself is highly
symbolic (as they typically are in the Gospel of John). Not all of it can be unpacked here, but what is clear is that the
amount of wine that miraculously becomes available is exceedingly abundant. The detail the Gospel author provides
in size and measure, the instruction from Jesus to “fill it to the brim” and the exceedingly good quality of the final
product all points to the lavishness of the blessing that is ensuing.
There is much that can be taken away from this Gospel reading. For starters, as the liturgical year enters into Ordinary
Time and as, for many, life in general returns to the ordinary and mundane, we can be reminded that the glory of God
found in Jesus Christ is ever present and, because of that, life at its depth is never ‘ordinary’ in the sense of it being
empty of meaning and purpose. The exceeding abundance of God’s gifts captured in the jars of wine seen in the Gospel reading (and also highlighted in some respect in the second reading) should be regularly reflected on, tapped into
and drunk deeply from.
Of course, there are times and situations where the ordinariness of life gives way to something even worse-to feelings
of aloneness, loss, despair or hopelessness. Life can, at times, feel not so much as mundane but completely barren.
The first reading speaks of the situation in particular. Though sung from the point of view of the Israelites in exile
from their beloved homeland, the verses from Isaiah echo God’s response to anybody who senses abandonment, loss
and hopelessness. The Lord God hears our plight and never rests until we are restored. What looks hopeless and lost
to anybody else is but a place fore God to restore and replenish; to turn desolation into abundance; a place of forsaken
abandonment to a place of intimate espousal to the God of life.
When life feels simply ‘ordinary’ or, even worse, empty and lost, may we recognize that there is nothing ‘ordinary’ in
our life as followers of Christ. The ‘ordinary’ way of God is a place of endless love and nourishment for the soul.
May we drink deeply from the abundance of God’s spirit, find comfort in God’s constant presence and rest deeply
into the heart of God who loves us with an affection painted in words from Isaiah; “ as the bridegroom rejoices in his
bride”.

MASS AND PRAYER TIMES AT ST BRIGID’S CHURCH
CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
39-49 McLaren Rd
Nerang Q 4211
[[

St John’s Church
Windabout Rd
Beechmont Q
4211

NB FROM DECEMBER 28TH 2018 TO JANUARY 27TH 2019
Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

7.00 am

FIRST READING

Saturday

9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
About Zion I will not be silent, about Jerusalem I will not grow weary, until her integrity shines out
like the dawn and her salvation flames like a torch. The nations then will see your integrity, all
the kings your glory, and you will be called by a new name, one which the mouth of the Lord will
confer. You are to be a crown of splendour in the hand of the Lord, a princely diadem in the
hand of your God; no longer are you to be named ‘Forsaken’, nor your land ‘Abandoned’, but you
shall be called ‘My Delight’ and your land ‘The Wedded’; for the Lord takes delight in you and
your land will have its wedding. Like a young man marrying a virgin, so will the one who built
you wed you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride, so will your God rejoice in you.

The next Anointing Mass will be

2nd February 2019

Sunday Mass
SCHOOL

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

St Brigid’s
Primary
McLaren Road
Nerang Q 4211
Phone: 5596 4188

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am

WEB PAGE:
www.sb.qld.edu.au

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

DAVID SEWELL
Principal

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C – 20th January 2019

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Saturday
5.15pm – 5.45pm
Sunday
8.00am - 8.15am
St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont
4th Sunday of each month
Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 27th January 2019

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Fr Isidore is happy and available to visit sick or aged parishioners in their homes. If you are housebound and
would like a visit, or you know someone who is, please call the office or his mobile number to arrange for a
visit. Let us all show concern and care for the sick, the needy and the aged.
ANNUAL HOLIDAY

Fr Isidore will be going on his annual holidays from 28th December 2018 to 26th January 2019. He will be travelling to
Nigeria to see his brother and sisters with their families. Please remember him in your prayers for safe travels. It’s really
a long journey.
While Father is away Mass times will be as usual with the exception of—no Mass or Rosary Wednesday evenings and
no Adoration or Benediction on Thursday evenings.
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased : Gwen Archibald and Patricia Solomon
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Len Guinea, Albert Evans
And James Marchbank
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: Tsutomu Sekiguchi, Jasmine Fay Parada,
Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri

Ps 95:1-3. 7-10. R. v.3

(R.) Proclaim his marvellous deeds to all the nations.
1.
O sing a new song to the Lord,
3.
Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
give the Lord glory and power,
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.)
give the Lord the glory of his name. (R.)
2.

Proclaim his help day by day,
4.
tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.)

SECOND READING
HOME VISITS TO THE SICK AND AGED

Is 62:1-5

Worship the Lord in his temple.
O earth, tremble before him.
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
He will judge the peoples in fairness. (R.)

1 Cor 12:4-11

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, but always to the same
Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it is the same God who is working in all of them. The
particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose. One may have the gift of preaching
with wisdom given him by the Spirit; another may have the gift of preaching instruction given him by the same Spirit;
and another the gift of faith given by the same Spirit; another again the gift of healing, through this one Spirit; one, the
power of miracles; another, prophecy; another the gift of recognising spirits; another the gift of tongues and another the
ability to interpret them. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, who distributes different gifts to different
people just as he chooses.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

See 2 Thes 2:14

Alleluia, alleluia!
God has called us with the gospel
to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Jn 2:1-11

[

Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
School of the Word for 2019 will commence on Saturday 23rd February 2019 at 10.00am and
conclude at 12.00pm. The theme for this year will be “ Be holy because I am holy” (Leviticus
11:45). This will be held at St Brigid’s Catholic Church on the last Saturday of every month.
For further information please call the Parish Office or Ph (07) 3495 7105 or mobile 0410 802
810 / 0424 777 232 Email vdmfbris@gmail.com.
We thank the Verbun Dei Missionary Fraternity for their continued support .

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The mother of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited. When they ran out of wine, since the wine provided for the wedding was all finished, the mother of Jesus said to
him, ‘They have no wine.’ Jesus said, ‘Woman, why turn to me? My hour has not come yet.’ His mother said to the
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ There were six stone water jars standing there, meant for the ablutions that are
customary among the Jews; each could hold twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water,’ and they filled them to the brim. ‘Draw some out now’ he told them, ‘and take it to the steward.’ They did this; the
steward tasted the water, and it had turned into wine. Having no idea where it came from – only the servants who had
drawn the water knew – the steward called the bridegroom and said, ‘People generally serve the best wine first, and
keep the cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to drink, but you have kept the best wine till now.’
This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it was given at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen, and his disciples
believed in him.

