6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—YR C—17th FEB 2019

RITE OF ELECTION 2019
The Rite of Election for 2019 in the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be celebrated in the Cathedral of
St Stephen on the First Sunday of Lent, 10th March, at 3.00pm.
All those preparing for baptism at Easter and Reception into the Catholic Church, their sponsors,
godparents, and Family and friends are all invited to attend. Please contact the Parish Office for
the forms urgently if you wish to become a Catholic and have not yet completed your paperwork.

OZHARVEST NOURISH ENGAGEMENT AND EMPLOYMENT FOR YOUTH
OzHarvest’s Nourish Program is a training pathway designed to support at-risk young people aged
16-25 into employment in the hospitality industry. Classes begin March 2019.
If you are interested in gaining a Certificate 11 in Hospitality for FREE then come to the information and recruitment session on Tuesday February 19th from 10.00am. 9Briefings at 11am,
12pm, 1 pm and 2pm.) at OzHarvest Kitchen, The 4217, 10 Beach Rd, Surfers Paradise, 4217.
www.the4217.com/visitus/. Snacks provided.
Register your interest by contacting at www.ozharvest.org/what-we-do/nourish or contact Steve
Scott 0402 326 525 or 07 5628 0060 or nourish.goldcoast@ozharvest.org.
NOURISHING SPIRITUALITY: A contemplative prayer day drawing on psalms, poetry, art and music,
linking wonder and Creation.
Saturday 16th March, 9.30am-3.00pm. Mary Mother of Mercy Community Centre, 3 Sunlight Drive, Burleigh Waters.
Facilitator: Judith Keller. For registrations contact Judith Keller 0448188937
Morning tea is provided. Please BYO lunch.
.
CARER
REQUIRED

RCIA PROGRAM

An experienced Carer is required to help a disabled
person in Nerang. The days & times are negotiable
& training is provided. Please phone 5596 3276 for
further details.

The preparation for people wishing to become Catholic commences in February 2019. If you or someone you know wishes
to become a Catholic and join in with the other candidates who
have already enrolled please contact the Parish Office to obtain
the forms for completion. First Preparation meeting is next
Saturday at 10.00am at the Church.

IN EMERGENCIES or HOSPITAL CALLS
For University & Gold Coast Private Hospital Southport Parish on 5510 2222
For Robina Hospital - Burleigh Heads Parish
on 5576 6466
For Pindara Hospital - Surfers Paradise Parish
on 5572 5433
For John Flynn Hospital -Coolangatta-Tugun
Parish on 5598 2165

ST BRIGID’S CRAFT GROUP— The craft group meets
on each Tuesday at 9.30am to 11.30am in
the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
The preparation meeting for Baptisms of infants will
be held today 17th February 2019 at 10.00am. All
parents who wish to have their children baptised in
the next few months are encouraged to attend.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH WEEKLY FINANCIALS as at 12th February 2019

- For Clergy Support
2ND COLLECTION: $
1,109.50
- For Parish expenses such as administration, and
maintenance of all our buildings and properties.
I sincerely thank you for your continued financial support. Be assured of our prayers and of your divine
rewards.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
1ST COLLECTION: $

632.40

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NERANG CONFERENCE - MEETINGS held in St Brigid's Parish Centre at 6.30pm on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the month. For further information please call 1800 846643.
All are Welcome.
We here at St Brigid’s Catholic Parish Nerang as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane MUST ABIDE BY AND
ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT & THE AUSTRALIAN PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
The Privacy Act impacts upon us all today and if you wish to peruse the Compliance Requirements and the Privacy Act, please go to the Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au. The Policy is on our website

ST BRIGID’S CATHOLIC PARISH
39-49 McLAREN ROAD, NERANG
POSTAL: PO Box 196 NERANG, QLD 4211
PHONE: (07) 5596 2632 FAX: (07) 5596 3669
WEBSITE: www.stbrigidsparishnerang.org.au
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Friday 9.00am to 12 noon. Tuesday &Thursday – 9.00am to 3.30pm
PASTORAL & ADMINISTRATION TEAM:
Parish Priest: Fr Isidore Enyinnaya.
Ph: 0451 140 471.
Email: pp.nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary:
Lenette Evans
Office Email: nerang@bne.catholic.net.au
Administration Assistant : Gurli Pennings
Dear People of God
In today’s gospel reading, we are presented with the teaching of Jesus Christ, popularly known as the
Beatitudes which together form the Magna Carta of Christian life of faith, hope and love. In Matthew’s gospel
(see Matt. 5:1-12), the Beatitudes are accounted as eight but four in Luke’s. They are called Beatitudes because Jesus tells
his followers what it means to be blessed, simply put ‘beatitude’ means ‘supreme blessing’. Each of the Beatitudes starts
with ‘blessed are they ….’ or ‘Happy are they’ depending on the Bible translators’ choice. (Matthew would say ‘you’ in
place of ‘they’). We should note that the Beatitudes are not platitudes but Required Attitudes for Christ’s followers to
gain a plenitude of graces and a fortitude for living in this Wild Wide World or World Wide Web (www space) whichever.
The beatitudes form part of the teachings of Jesus called the Sermon on the Mount (if Matthew) or Sermon on the Plain
(if Luke). Jesus, as an itinerant preacher, may have repeated this teaching which may have been responsible for having
different versions of it re-told and recorded. This teaching of Jesus could be termed the ‘gospel of reversal’ as those things
highly prized by humans, appeared to be condemned by Jesus. For Jesus, the blessed are the poor, the hungry, those who
mourn (or weep) and those persecuted, abused, and hated on account of his name. Those in such situations should rejoice
and be glad for their reward is great in heaven; whereas the rich, those who have their fill of food and drink now, those
who laugh now and those praised by men shall be accursed. What is wrong with being rich and wealthy; in eating and
drinking to one’s satisfaction; in laughing or in receiving accolades?
Nothing is wrong with any of those, except when what Jeremiah says in the first part of the first reading becomes the case
“‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in man, who relies on things of flesh, whose heart turns from the Lord”. The
wrong mode of acquisition and the evil disposition of being too attached to, and the insatiable craving for, being rich; the
glutton-ness and avariciousness of eating and drinking; the insensitivity and selfishness of the laughing, the flattering and
sycophancy that satiate and deify the human ego – all these are dangers that can accrue from lack of trust in the Lord our
God. As St John says:
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is
of the world. And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides for ever.
(1 John 2:15-17).
Jesus told his disciples that we cannot serve two masters at the same time. We can only love the world because of God
and what he offers or love God because of the world and what it offers. The blessing lies in loving God first and loving
the world or humanity because of God - that is loving every creature because of the Creator. And so, God tells us today,
through the prophecy of Jeremiah, that blessed is anyone who places his trust in God, A blessing on the man who puts
his trust and hope in the Lord. “He is like a tree by the waterside that thrusts its roots to the stream: when the heat comes
it feels no alarm, its foliage stays green; it has no worries in a year of drought, and never ceases to bear fruit”.
Our blessedness lies not so much on the immediate but on the eternal horizon that gives exit from here and entrance into
our ultimate kingdom, heaven the home of the blessed. Heaven is real. In today’s second reading, St Paul, among other
things, tells us: “If our hope in Christ has been for this life only, we are the most unfortunate of all people. But Christ has
in fact been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep”. I believe that heaven is for those who place
all their trust in God and live accordingly. Have a blessed week.
.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya
Plenary Council Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land
O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognize Jesus, our companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, bread for the journey from age to age.
Amen
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.
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CHURCHES
St Brigid’s Church
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Week Day Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Wednesday
Saturday

7.00 am
5.45 pm
9.00 am

Mass for the Sick with Anointing is on the
First Saturday of each month at

9.00am

The next Anointing Mass will be

2nd March 2019

Sunday Mass

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C - 17 February 2019
FIRST READING Jer 17:5-8
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
The Lord says this:
‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in man, who relies on things of flesh, whose heart turns from the Lord.
He is like dry scrub in the wastelands: if good comes, he has no eyes for it, he settles in the parched places of
the wilderness, a salt land, uninhabited. ‘A blessing on the man who puts his trust in the Lord, with the Lord
for his hope. He is like a tree by the waterside that thrusts its roots to the stream: when the heat comes it feels
no alarm, its foliage stays green; it has no worries in a year of drought, and never ceases to bear fruit.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.30 am

Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Friday at 7.30 am,
Saturday at 8.30am. And Sunday at 8.00am
Divine Mercy Prayer
Adoration

Thursday
Thursday

7.30 am
6.00-7.00pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Saturday

9.30 am

Reconciliation: St Brigid’s Church

5.15pm – 5.45pm
8.00am - 8.15am

Saturday
Sunday

St John’s Windabout Road, Beechmont

4th Sunday of each month

Next Mass at St John’s : Sunday, 24th February 2019
We remember all those who have gone before us to rest in the loving embrace of Jesus
We pray for the recently deceased :
We pray for the dearly departed whose anniversaries occur at this time: Jose Portes
We also remember their families—may they be comforted and supported in their loss by this Community
of Faith.
We pray for those who are sick or in hospital: (Baby ) Paris Organ, Maureen Bourke, Tsutomu Sekiguchi,
Jasmine Fay Parada, Maureen and Paul Humey, Patricia Smith, Valda Silvy, Joan Gordon,
Amanda Gordon, Shelly Ryan, Sharon Newburn, Kaye Blake, Sandra Miller and Linda Harri
Our prayers are also offered for those who are elderly and in Nursing homes.
[

SCHOOL OF THE WORD
School of the Word for 2019 will commence on Saturday 23rd February 2019 at 10.00am and
conclude at 12.00pm. The theme for this year will be “ Be holy because I am holy” (Leviticus
11:45). This will be held at St Brigid’s Catholic Church on the last Saturday of every month. For further
information please call the Parish Office or Ph (07) 3495 7105 or mobile 0410 802 810 / 0424 777 232
Email vdmfbris@gmail.com. We thank the Verbun Dei Missionary Fraternity for their continued support .

Dear Parishioner
Due to circumstances beyond our control, we were unable to install the Fans in the Church. The Fans ordered could not arrive on time as scheduled. We will fix that as soon as they arrive.

PARISH VOLUNTEER MINISTRY REVIEW
UNITY IN DIVERSITY
As part of the review process going on, we have decided to publicise all the ministries operating in the Parish. We will to do
that after Communion this weekend. All those in each ministry will get to know others in the same ministry. We should
encourage collaborative engagement of all members of each group and all groups together and so foster a spirit of Christian
Fraternity. So, there will be a sort of unity in diversity within our church community. For we are all one family of God.
Rather than individuals each doing their own thing each ministry will act as a cohesive group. As St Paul says, “there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit (that gives them); and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord (is being
served); and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone” (1 Cor. 12:5-6).
(Please see next page after the Readings)

Ps 1:1-4. R. Ps 39:5

(R.) Happy are they who hope in the Lord.
1.
Happy indeed is the man
3.
Not so are the wicked, not so!
who follows not the counsel of the wicked;
For they like winnowed chaff
nor lingers in the way of sinners
shall be driven away by the wind.
nor sits in the company of scorners,
For the Lord guards the way of the just
but whose delight is the law of the Lord
but the way of the wicked leads to doom (R.)
and who ponders his law day and night. (R.)
2.
He is like a tree that is planted beside the flowing waters, that yields its fruit in due season
and whose leaves shall never fade; and all that he does shall prosper. (R.)

SECOND READING

1 Cor 15:12, 16-20

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached, how can some of you be saying that there is no resurrection
of the dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised, and if Christ has not been raised, you are still in
your sins. And what is more serious, all who have died in Christ have perished. If our hope in Christ has been for this
life only, we are the most unfortunate of all people.
But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lk 6:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad; your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 6:17. 20-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a large gathering of his disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of Tyre and
Sidon who had come to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said:
‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God. Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be
satisfied. Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.
‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of the
Son of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for then your reward will be great in heaven. This was the
way their ancestors treated the prophets.
‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now. Alas for you who have your fill now: you
shall go hungry. Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.
‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the way their ancestors treated the false prophets.’
PARISH VOLUNTEER MINISTRY REVIEW Continue
PARISH MINISTRY EXPO
After getting the ministries together as different groups in one community, each group should then organise themselves for
the Parish Ministry Expo that will be held on 2nd/3rd of March 2019. In this EXPO, each ministry will showcase what they
do, when they do it and explain how they do it. Some parishioners, including myself, would like to hear about these activities. The EXPO will be educative to all parishioners and will encourage greater participation of new in parish life. After the
EXPO, each ministry will forward the names of old and new members to the parish office on or before Thursday 7 th March.
And the next steps of induction and/or training will commence. Please we need your support and prayers.
Fr Isidore Enyinnaya

